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R. Aliovsadzade

Mate in Four

Solution: 1.Rc5! Kxb4 2.Rxb5+ Ka4 3.Rc5 Kb4 4.Rc4#.

The idea here is Reverse Route (Rook plays c5-b5-c5 -c4).This is called Zalokotsky theme.
Since the start of the Russian invasion in Ukraine | have been composing problems on ideas
originated in Ukraine in support of my Ukrainian friends.
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Letter from Gambit Editor Bruce Draney

Hey there chess fans. Ifit seems like you just got a Gambit to read you are
not mistaken. An abbreviated 20-page issue was published recently, but it only
covered 3 months of 2023. This issue will be the 2™ issue covering April 1%-June
30™ of 2023. After this issue expect 2 more issues to wrap up coverage of 2023.

Thank you to the following people who have made my job a lot easier and have
done huge amounts of work to promote chess in Nebraska:

Kent Nelson-I can’t say enough good things about Kent, but his contributions to
chess in Nebraska have earned him a well-deserved spot in the Nebraska Chess
Hall of Fame. He not only has edited the Gambit off and on for many years, he has
also won or tied for a Nebraska High School Championship title, 9 Lincoln City
Championships and has shared a State Championship. Kent is also currently the
President of the Lincoln Chess Foundation which has been revived and is actively
going to promote the game of chess in our state. Kent is also a fine player and a
fine person.

Rod Malpert-If you don’t know Rod who grew up in Lincoln and became one of
Nebraska’s finest players at a young age, you will soon start hearing his name a lot
as he has become a major patron of Nebraska chess. Rod and I met after more than
20 years at this past summer’s Cornhusker State Games and came up with the idea
of holding a huge reunion tournament in Lincoln this coming summer on June 1-2
at the Graduate Hotel on 9" and P. Rod will be inducted along with Kent, Keaton
Kiewra and Alexey Rudolph-Root into the Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame. Rod
plans to heavily invest in Nebraska chess in the future.

Steven Cusumano-Steven who is NSCA President has been doing a fantastic job
of organizing, directing, and playing in Nebraska events while also working full
time and managing the state affiliate efficiently. He has supplied me with games, a
personal biography and also promptly answered my questions as I attempt to catch
up with all the changes that have happened over the last 20 years. Steven is
organizing the annual Midwest Open here in Omaha on April 27-28 which will be
both a state qualifier and a Nebraska POY event. He always responds quickly to
my requests to add or change things on the NSCA website.

Michael Gooch-As leader of Omaha Chess Community Michael has not only
organized and directed chess events throughout the year, he is quick to answer
questions and he generously offers to assist in many ways in helping others.
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Nebraska Chess Information Page

Lincoln Chess Foundation 4014 N ST Lincoln NE 68510
President-Kent Nelson

Secretary-Treasurer-Bruce Draney

Directors: Andrea Draney, Daniel Draney

Omaha Chess Community
President-Michael Gooch
7215 N 162" ST Bennington NE 68007

Nebraska State Chess Association

President-Steven Cusumano, Omaha VP-Michael Mills
Lincoln VP-John Linscott, Outstate VP-Vince Jodoin
Secretary-JJ Lang, Treasurer-Jenny Tricker

Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame 14002 Frederick CIR Omaha NE 68138
President-Bruce Draney (gambiteer4d9@yahoo.com)
Selection Committee: John Drexel, Loren Schmidt, Richard Gardner JR.

Active Nebraska Chess Clubs OMAHA:

Spence Chess Club-Meets on Wednesday night from 7-10 for rated events
Location: West Hills Church basement 3015 S 82" AVE Omaha, NE-John
Hartmann

Camelot Chess Club-Meets on Friday afternoon 12-4PM for unrated casual play
Location: Camelot Community Center 9270 Cady AVE Omaha, NE-John Bagley

Millard Chess Club-Meets on Sunday afternoon 2:30-4:30 for unrated casual play
Location: Millard Public Library 13214 Westwood LN Omaha, NE Doug Grande
402-850-1157

Increase the Piece Chess Club-Meets on Monday night 4-7:30 PM for unrated play
Location: Washington Library 29" & Ames AVE, Omaha, NE Jerome Helm

International Café-2416 Farnam ST Omaha, NE 68131 Thursday and Saturday 4-8
PM Richard Hudrin



LINCOLN:

SECC Chess Club-Meets on Wednesday nights at SE Community College 89" & O
ST, Lincoln, NE for casual unrated play. Leo lacono

Capital City Chess Club-Meets on Tuesday 5-8 PM at Meadowlark Coffee and
Espresso, 1624 South ST and Thursday 6-9 PM at The Post 2001 N ST in Lincoln, NE
Chris Etheredge

Cigarz Chess Club-Meets on Monday Nights at Cigarz Lounge, STE 104 800 Q,
Lincoln NE 402-904-3460,

OUTSTATE:

Beatrice Chess Club-Meets on Tuesday 6-8 PM at Beatrice Public Library 100 N
16t ST, Beatrice, NE 68310, Crystal Bartles 402-446-2723

Nebraska City Chess Club-Meets on Thursday 4:30-6:30 PM at Morton James
Public Library, 923 1 Corso, Nebraska City, NE 68410, Kyle Madison 712-520-0859

Grand Island Competitive Chess Club-Meets on Saturday, 11-3PM at Grand Island
Public Library 1124 W 2" ST, Grand Island, NE 68801, Zach May

Kearney Nebraska Chess Club-Central Nebraska Chess Club-Meets on Saturday 2-
5 PM at Kearney Public Library, 2020 1t AVE, Kearney, NE 68847 Eric Ring 308-
240-1793 or Alexander Maiwaldt 308-293-9116

Davenport Chess Club-Davenport Public Library 109 N Maple AVE, Davenport, NE
68335 Jack Roegner 765-407-0895

Nebraska Chess Related Websites:
NSCA Website-www.nebraskachess.com
Facebook: Nebraska Chess Community group, Nebraska Chess History group

National Online Chess Playing Sites
Chess.com Lichess.com



Musings from the Editor by Bruce Draney

After returning to active chess in August of 2023, | quickly became heavily
focused on Nebraska chess history. When | found out that the Hall of Fame had
been discontinued, | got permission from the NSCA to restart it on my own. |
quickly organized a 3-person committee composed of Loren Schmidt of
Washington State, John Drexel of Michigan and Richard Gardner Jr., of Omaha to
choose new inductees into our Hall of Fame. All three are familiar with the past
history of Nebraska players and organizers. By December of 2023, the committee
had chosen 4 Nebraska greats as our newest inductees: Rod Malpert, Kent
Nelson, Alexey Rudolph-Root, and Keaton Kiewra. All four will be formally
inducted into the Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame at our Celebration banquet on
Friday night May 31, in Lincoln. | also started up a Facebook history group
dedicated to Nebraska chess history which as | write this has 87 members
including many who played in the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s and love sharing their
experiences, games and stories

The Hall of Fame has now sponsored one Open event held on December
30" here in Omaha and has two big events planned this summer. The HOF
Champions Celebration will be held on June 1-2 at The Graduate Hotel in Lincoln
thanks to the generous sponsorship of Rod Malpert, who incidentally was one of
the 4 new inductees into our next Hall of Fame Class. The Wilkins Cup will be held
in LaVista on Saturday August 3 and will be made possible by another generous
chess patron, Craig Wilkins, who like Rod Malpert, also began playing in the
1970’s.

In September, | decided to start publishing the Omaha Chess Archive after
more than 20 years. As of this writing | have produced 6 issues with a 7™ to come
this month (March). The Archive has always been more focused on Omaha’s chess
scene but has also covered events going on statewide on a month by month basis.

In February (2024) | directed the Open section of the Winter Open here in
Omahaand it was my 2" turn at using the new pairing software. I'm still learning
the new rules and retook and passed my Local Director’s test. USCF has instituted
mandatory Safe Play training for all directors so | even took that training and am
now ready to face the brave new world of chess organizing, directing and even
playing in 2024.
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2023 April Chess Events:

Spence Chess Club Rated Events-The Spence Chess Club of Omaha held 3 rated
events during March, 2023. The Spence Swiss actually began in March but was 4
rounds with one round per night and concluded on April 8%". It attracted 14
players and the winner was State Champion Nick Lacroix with 3.5-.5. Second place
was shared by Abhinav Suresh, Chad Forsman, and Michael Mills all with 3-1.

On April 13t the club held a double 6 round Swiss System blitz G3;+2 event won
by Josh Fernandez

On April 20" the club held a G/12:d5 Quick chess event that drew 15 players and
was won by Josh Fernandez with a perfect 5-0 score.

Midwest Open-The 75" Annual Midwest/Nebraska Open was held on April 22-23
in Omaha, Nebraska at the Marriott Regency. It was a 5 round Swiss System
organized by NSCA President Steven Cusumano and directed by NTD and FIDE
Arbiter, William Broich. It was actually FIDE rated as well as being a State Qualifier
and a Player of the Year Event for the 2023 calendar year. Attendance was the
best in years for a single section open event, drawing 55 players from 9 different
states. Gregory Revesz of Nebraska took 1°* with 4.5 out 5.0. Due to the large
number of entries, there was a large 8 way tie for 2" place all with 4-1. Nick
Lacroix, Jacob Wagner, Joe Knapp and John Davidson were among those with 4.

Nebraska State Championships-The Nebraska State Scholastic and Senior
Championship events were held on April 29" in Omaha. Sponsored by Omaha
Chess Community, the event was directed by Michael Gooch and was held in 5
sections. This event now determines our Senior (Irwin), High School (Denker),
Junior High/Middle School (Barber), Elementary (Rockefeller 1l1), and Girls (Haring)
representatives to attend the national invitational tournaments held during the
U.S. Open which this year was in Grand Rapids, MI. Jerry Slominski (Irwin),
Dominic Zeisler (Denker), Luke Hengen (Barber) Kolli (Rockefeller Ill) and Kantem
(Haring) were the winners.



Nebraska State Championships

Senior Section

# | Name Rating Rnd 1 Rnd 2 Rnd 3 Total
1 | J. Slominski 1706 w4 D2 W5 2.5
2 | Solheim 1587 W5 D1 W3 2.5
3 | Look 1600 1/2 w4 L2 1.5
4 | Benetz 1200 L1 L3 Bye 1.0
5 | G. Slominski 990 L2 Bye L1 1.0
State Championships K-12 Section
# | Name Rating | Rnd 1 Rnd 2 Rnd 3 Rnd 4 Total
1 | Zeisler 1407 | D5 W10 W6 w4 3.5
2 | Ravichandran 1448 | L3 W7 W10 W5 3.0
3 | Bloomingdale 1349 | W2 W8 L4 W6 3.0
4 | Peng Dong 1752 | W9 D6 W3 L1 2.5
5 | Mbutshitshi Jr. 951 D1 W9 W8 L2 2.5
6 | Shively 1233 | W10 D4 L1 L3 1.5
7 | Rowell 1103 | L8 L2 W9 L10 1.0
8 | Hoffman 1048 | W7 L3 L5 L9 1.0
9 | Ganti 956 L4 L5 L7 W38 1.0
10 | Weidman 752 L6 L1 L2 w7 1.0
State Championships Girls K-12 Section
# | Name Rating | Rnd1 | Rnd 2 | Tot.
1 | Kantem 1056 |W2 | W2 2.0
2 | Adduri 1292 | L1 L1 0.0




State Championships K-8 Section

# | Name Rating | Rndl Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Total
1 | Hengen 1351 W10 W3 W7 W4 4.0
2 | Kolli 1588 w14 L4 W11 W7 3.0
3 |Jella 1462 W15 L1 W10 W8 3.0
4 | Pasupuleti 1300 W12 W2 W5 L1 3.0
5 | Subhas 317 Bye W6 L4 W11 3.0
6 | Ra.Seetharaman | 1148 D11 L5 W15 W14 2.5
7 | Chen 1285 W8 W9 L1 L2 2.0
8 | Curtis 1010 L7 W12 W9 L3 2.0
9 | Welch Jr. 774 W13 L7 L8 W12 2.0
10 | Jamal UNR L1 W13 L3 W15 2.0
11 | Clark 628 D6 W14 L2 L5 1.5
12 | Arroyo 574 L4 L8 W13 L9 1.0
13 | Larson 365 L9 L10 L12 Bye 1.0
14 | Bruss 315 L2 L11 Bye L6 1.0
15 | Saxena 252 L3 Bye L6 L10 1.0
Spence Swiss 4/8/2023
# | Name Rating | Rndl Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Total
1 | Lacroix 2029 W9 W7 W2 D3 3.5
2 | Suresh 1893 W5 w4 L1 W6 3.0
3 | Forsman 1852 D10 W11 W6 D1 3.0
4 | Mills 1713 W15 L2 w14 W7 3.0
5 | L. Hengen 1157 L2 W13 D12 W8 2.5
6 | Hartmann 1766 W14 w8 L3 L2 2.0
7 | Peng Dong 1759 W13 L1 Wil L4 2.0
8 | Look 1600 W16 L6 W15 L5 2.0
9 | Matuszeski 1383 L1 1/2 D10 W14 2.0
10 | Ra.Seetharaman | 1135 D3 L12 D9 W13 2.0
11 | Easey 977 W12 L3 L7 W16 2.0
12 | Dutiel 1812 L11 W10 D5  |-—--- 1.5
13 | G. Hoffman 881 L7 L5 W16 L10 1.0
14 | Brunswick 807 L6 W16 L4 L9 1.0
15 | L. Hoffman 706 L4 Bye L8 |- 1.0
16 | Merryweather | 514 L8 L14 L13 L11 0.0




State Championships Elementary K-5 Section

# | Name Rating | Rnd1l | Rnd2 |Rnd3 |Rnd4 |Rnd5 | Total
1 | Kolli 1121 |wW13 | W15 | W8 W2 W5 5.0
2 | Dhanda 975 W6 W16 | W7 L1 w4 4.0
3 | Goje 732 L4 W23 |W15 |Wi16 |W9 4.0
4 | Sh.Sarathkumar 705 W3 W14 | D5 w7 L2 35
5 | Subhas 657 W10 | W12 |D4 W8 L1 35
6 | Chen 309 L2 W25 |W19 |W20 |D11 3.5
7 | Parthasarathy 877 W24 | W11 |L2 L4 W20 |3.0
8 | Ash 625 w21 | W17 |L1 L5 w14 |3.0
9 | Zhuang UNR | L15 W13 | W12 (W10 |L3 3.0
10 | Sa.Sarathkumar 277 L5 W22 | W17 |L9 W16 |3.0
11 | Saxena 206 W19 | L7 D14 W18 | D6 3.0
12 | Ri Seetharaman 247 W22 | L5 L9 w23 | w21 |3.0
13 | Luderer 129 L1 LS Bye w19 (W15 |3.0
14 | Bitterman UNR | W18 |L4 D11 W17 | L8 2.5
15 | Murugan 407 W9 L1 L3 W22 |L13 2.0
16 | Subhash 315 W25 | L2 W20 |L3 L10 2.0
17 | Jella 218 w23 | L8 L10 L14 W22 |2.0
18 | L. Saxena 255 L14 L20 W21 |L11 W23 |2.0
19 | Ponamgi 107 L11 W24 | L6 L13 W25 |2.0
20 | K. Larson 103 Bye W18 | L16 L6 L7 2.0
21 | A. Larson 103 L8 Bye L18 W24 | L12 2.0
22 | Goje 104 L12 L10 W24 | L15 L17 1.0
23 | B. Holm 105 L17 L3 W25 |L12 L18 1.0
24 | Thompson-Knotts | UNR | L7 L19 L22 L21 Bye 1.0
25 | D. Holm UNR | L16 L6 L23 Bye L19 1.0
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Other Chess Activity in May and June of 2023

Although there were no major NSCA events or Championships the rest of this
quarter chess tournaments were held frequently.

Chess Rockerz of Elkhorn ran usually two tournaments a month in both months
and Chadarangdam Chess ran a series of tournaments at the Hindu Temple
meeting hall. Omaha Chess Community got in the act sponsoring an event called
the TSN that drew players in an Open as well as other sections. In June Michael
Mills held another blitz event at UNO in the Milo Bail student center.

May Results

On May 13 Dan Willis ran a quad event at UNO. The top quad was won by
Lacroix. Ryan Peng Dong and Jerry Slominski tied for 1%t in the 2"¥ quad. Ajay
Pasupuleti won the 3™ quad.

On May 21 Michael Gooch organized an event called the TSN which had 3
sections. The Open section drew 9 players and was won by Sai Kolli with 3-0.

Spence Club ran a 3 round Swiss won by Nick Lacroix in May with 2.5-.5.

June Results

Chadarangdam

June 4" tournament was won by Scott Look with a perfect 3-0 score.
June 19* tournament was won by Luke Hengen with a perfect 3-0 score.
June 26" tournament was won by Chad Forsman with a perfect 3-0 score.

UNO
The Blitz/Rapid event was held on June 10™" at the Milo Bail Student Center. The
Rapid was a 5 round G10;+2 won by Noah Polacek with 5 points
The Blitz was a 6 round double swiss 3;+2 also won by Noah Polacek with 10
points.
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Games from the Midwest Open 2023.
Dong 1767-Knapp 1997 Rnd 4

1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 dxed 4. Nxed Nf6 5. Nxf6+ exf6 6. Bc4 Be6 7. Qe2 Qe7 8.
Bd3 Nd7 9. Bf4 Nb6 10. 0-0-0O 0-0-O 11. Be4 g5 12. Be3 f5 13. Bd3 f4 14. Bd2 Bg7
15. Nf3 g4 16. Ne5 Rxd4 17. Bc3 Ra4 18. Nxc6 Qg5 19. Bxg7 Qxg7 20. Ne5 Rxa2 21.
b3 Nd7 22. Nxd7 Qc3 (0-1)

Fee 1875-Lacroix 2035 Rnd 4

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nc3 d5 3. Bf4 Bf5 4. e3 e6 5. Bd3 Bd6 6. Nge2 0-O 7. Bxd6 Qxd6 8.
Ng3 Bxd3 9. Qxd3 Nbd7 10. 0-O c5 11. e4 dxed 12. Ngxed Qxd4 13. Nxf6+ Nxf6 14.
Qf3 Qb4 15. Rab1 Rad8 16. a3 Qb6 17. b4 c4 18. Nad Qc7 19. Rfd1 Rxd1+ 20. Rxd1
Rd8 21. Nc5 Rxd1+ 22. Qxd1 Nd5 23. Qe2 h6 24. Qe4 b6 25. Na4 Qd7 26. Nb2 Nc3
27.Qe3 Nd1 (0-1)

Wall 2200-Wagner 2023 Rnd 4

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 d5 3. g3 c5 4. Bg2 Nc6 5. 0-0O e6 6. c4 dxc4 7. Qa4 Bd7 8. dxc5 Na5
9. Qc2 Bxc5 10. Ne5 Qc7 11. Bf4 Bd6 12. Nxd7 Nxd7 13. Bxd6 Qxd6 14. Rd1 Qc7
15. Qa4 Rd8 16. b4 cxb3 17. axb3 Nc6 18. Bxcb bxc6 19. Qxa7 Qc8 20. Na3 0-0 21.
Nc4 Nf6 22. Rdcl h5 23. Nb6 Qb8 24. Qxb8 Rxb8 25. Rxc6 Rfd8 26. Ra2 Rd4 27.
Rb2 Rb4 28. Rc8+ Rxc8 29. Nxc8 Ne4 30. Ne7+ Kh7 31. Nc6 Rb6 32. Ne5 f6 33. Nd3
e5 34. f3 Nd6 35. e4 Nb5 36. Kf2 Kgb 37. b4 Kf7 38. Rc2 Rb7 39. Ke3 g6 40. Rc5
Nd6 41. f4 exfd+ 42. gxf4 Re7 43. e5 g5 44. Rc6 gxfa+ 45. Kxf4 Ne8 46. b5 fxe5+
47. Nxe5+ Kg7 48. b6 Rb7 49. Kf5 Kf8 50. Kg5 Ke7 51. Kxh5 Nf6+ 52. Kg6 Nd5 53.
Nc4 Nb4 54. Rf6 Kd8 55. Rf8+ (1-0

Cusumano 1918-Revesz 2053 Rnd 4

1l.ed4e62.d4d53.e5c54.c3 Nc65. Nf3 Qb6 6. Bd3 Bd7 7. dxc5 Bxc5 8. O-0 a5
9. a4 Nge7 10. Qe2 f6 11. Na3 O-0-0O 12. Nb5 Ngb6 13. Bxgb hxg6 14. exf6 gxf6 15.
Be3 Rh5 16. Bxc5 Qxc5 17. Qe3 Qxe3 18. fxe3 e5 19. Radl Be6 20. Rd2 g5 21. g3
Bh3 22. Rff2 Rh6 23. Nel f5 24. Nf3 Rg6 25. Nel f4 26. exf4 gxf4 27. Kh1 fxg3 28.
hxg3 Rxg3 29. Kh2 Rg7 30. Rd3 Be6 31. Rg3 Rh8+ 32. Kg2 Bh3+ 33. Kh2 Bf1+ 34.
Kgl Rxg3+ 35. Kxfl d4 36. cxd4 Nxd4 37. Nxd4 exd4 38. Nf3 d3 39. Kel Rf8 40. Nd2
Re3+ (0-1)
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Linscott 1790-Shtivelband 2212 Rnd 4

1. ed e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Ba4 Nf6 5. d4 b5 6. Bb3 exd4 7. e5 Ne4 8. Bd5 Nc5
9. 0-0 Be7 10. Rel Neb6 11. c3 dxc3 12. Nxc3 Bb7 13. Be3 O-O 14. Nd4 g6 15. Nxc6
dxc6 16. Bxe6 fxe6 17. Qg4 Rf5 18. Rad1l Qf8 19. Ne2 ¢5 20. Ng3 Rxe5 21. Bf4
Rxel+ 22. Rxel Bd5 23. h4 Qg7 24. Ne4 h6 25. Nc3 Bf6 26. Nxd5 exd5 27. Qe6+
Qf7 28. Qc6 Rf8 29. Bxh6 Bd4 30. Bxf8 Qxf2+ (0-1)

Forsman 1831-Davidson 1792 Rnd 4

1.e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Nfe 4. O-O Nxe4d 5. Nc3 Nxc3 6. dxc3 Be7 7. Qd5 O-0 8.
Nxe5 Nxe5 9. Qxe5 c6 10. Rel Bf6 11. Qd6 Re8 12. Bf4 Be7 13. Qe5 d5 14. Rad1l
Bg4 15. Bd3 Bxd1 16. Rxd1 Bf6 17. Qh5 g6 18. Qf3 Bg7 19. Qg3 Reb6 20. h4 Qe7 21.
h5 Rel+ 22. Rxel Qxel+ 23. Kh2 Qeb6 24. h6 Bf6 25. b3 Re8 26. c4 Be5 27. cxd5
Qxd5 28. Bc4 Qd6 29. Bxe5 Qxe5 30. f4 Qh5+ 31. Qh3 Qxh3+ 32. Kxh3 b5 33. Bd3
f5 34. Kha Kf7 35. g4 Kf6 36. gxf5 gxf5 37. Bf1 Rg8 38. Bh3 b4 39. Kh5 Rg3 40. Kh4
Rc3 41. a3 bxa3 (0-1)

Hengen 1314-Look 1600 Rnd 4

1.c4e6 2. Nc3 Nf6 3. e3 c64.d4d55. Nf3 Nbd7 6.a3 a5 7. Be2 Qc7 8. h3 Be7 9.
0O-O b6 10. b3 O-O 11. Bb2 Ba6 12. Nd2 Rfd8 13. e4 dxe4 14. Ncxed c5 15. dxc5
Nxe4 16. Nxed4 Nxc5 17. Qc2 Bb7 18. Qc3 f6 19. Ng3 Bd6 20. Kh2 Ne4 21. Qc2
Bxg3+ 22. fxg3 Rd2 23. Qcl Nxg3 24. Qxd2 Nxf1+ 25. Kh1l Qh2# (0-1)

Dutiel 1768-Behrens 1426 Rnd 4

1.e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. exd5 cxd5 4. c4 Nf6 5. Nc3 e6 6. Nf3 Be7 7. Be3 O-O 8. Bd3
dxc4 9. Bxc4 Bd7 10. Rc1 Bc6 11. O-O Nbd7 12. Ne5 Nxe5 13. dxe5 Nd5 14. Nxd5
Bxd5 15. Bxd5 exd5 16. Qb3 Qd7 17. Rfd1 Rfd8 18. Rd3 b6 19. Rcd1 Qc6 20. Rxd5
Qg6 21. Qd3 f5 22. Rxd8+ Rxd8 23. Qc4+ Qf7 24. Rxd8+ Bxd8 25. Qc8 Qc7 (1-0)

Ulrich-1409 -Bratz-1107
1.d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Bg5 Bb4 5. e3 Nc6 6. Nf3 O-O 7. Bd3 dxc4 8. Bxc4
Re8 9. O-O Na5 10. Bd3 ¢5 11. Rcl cxd4 12. exd4 Nc6 13. Bb1 Bxc3 14. Rxc3 e5 15.
dxe5 Qxd1 16. Rxd1l Nxe5 17. Nxe5 Rxe5 18. Bxf6 gxf6 19. Rd8+ Kg7 20. Kf1 Bg4
21. Rxa8 Be2+ 22. Kg1 Bb5 23. Rg3+ Kh6 24. Re3 Rd5 25. Rel Rg5 26. g3 Bcb6 27.
Rd8 f5 28. Rd6+ Kg7 29. Bd3 f4 30. Bf1 fxg3 31. hxg3 Rh5 32. Bg2 Bxg2 33. Kxg2
Rb5 34. b3 1-0
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Revesz 2053-Wall 2200 Rnd 5

1.e4 b6 2.d4 Bb7 3. Bd3 Nf6 4.f3 e65. Ne2 c56.c3 Ncb67.a3Be78.Be3d69.
Nd2 O-0 10. g4 a5 11. Rgl cxd4 12. cxd4 Ba6 13. Bxa6 Rxa6 14. f4 d5 15. e5 Ne4d
16. Nxe4d dxed 17. Nc3 Bh4+ 18. Kf1 f6 19. Kg2 g5 20. fxg5 fxe5 21. dxe5 Bxg5 22.
Qxd8 Bxd8 23. Nxed4 Nxe5 24. Rad1 Nc4 25. Bh6 Ra8 26. b3 Nxa3 27. Bxf8 Kxf8 28.
Rgfl+ Ke7 29. Nd6 e5 30. Rf7+ Ke6 31. Rxh7 Bg5 32. Nf5 Nb5 33. h4 Bf4 34. Rb7
Rab 35. h5 Kf6 36. h6 Bxh6 37. Nxh6 Nd4 38. Nf5 Nxb3 39. Rd6+ Kg5 40. Kg3 (1-0)

Shtivelband 2212-Suresh 1901 Rnd 5

1.d4 e6 2. Nf3c53.e3b64.c3Bb75. Nbd2 f5 6. Bd3 Nfé 7. Qe2 cxd4 8. exd4 Be7
9. Ne5 O-0 10. Ndf3 Ne4 11. h4 d6 12. Nc4 Nd7 13. Bf4 Ndf6 14. O-O-0 b5 15.
Ncd2 Nd5 16. Bh2 Ndxc3 17. bxc3 Qa5 18. Nxe4 fxe4 19. Bxe4 Qxc3+ 20. Qc2 Qa3+
21. Kd2 Rac8 22. Qb1 Qc3+ 23. Ke2 Qc4+ 24. Ke3 Bxe4 25. Qxed Qxa2 26. Rd2
Rc3+ 27. Rd3 Rc2 28. Nd2 Rf6 29. Bf4 h6 30. g4 d5 31. Qe5 Bb4 32. Rd1 Kh7 33.
Ke2 Qa5 34. Bg3 Qb6 35. Kf1 a5 36. Kg2 a4 37. Nf3 a3 38. Qe3 a2 39. Be5 Rf7 40.
Rb3 Qa5 41. Qd3+ Kg8 42. Qxc2 (1-0)

Davidson 1792-Cusumano 1918 Rnd 5

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. Qc2 O-0 5. a3 Bxc3+ 6. Qxc3 d5 7. Bg5 h6 8. Bxf6
Qxf6 9. e3 c6 10. Nf3 Nd7 11. Bd3 Re8 12. cxd5 cxd5 13. O-O Qd8 14. Rfcl b6 15.
Qc7 e5 16. Bb5 exd4 17. Nxd4 Nc5 18. Qxd8 Rxd8 19. b4 Ne6 20. Nc6 Rd6 21.
Ne7+ (1-0)

Kolli 1671-Jella 1376 Rnd 5

1.d4 d5 2. Bf4 Nf6 3. e3 c6 4. Bd3 Nbd7 5. Nf3 e6 6. Nbd2 Be7 7. Qe2 O-0O 8. h3
Qb6 9. b3 ¢c5 10. 0O-0O cxd4 11. exd4 Bd6 12. Bxd6 Qxd6 13. Rfel b6 14. Ne5 Qc7
15. f4 Bb7 16. Ndf3 Rac8 17. g4 Ne4 18. c4 f6 19. Nxd7 Qxd7 20. Rac1 Qd6 21. Qe3
Rfe8 22. Nd2 Nxd2 23. Qxd2 g6 24. Re2 Rcd8 25. Rd1 dxc4 26. Bxc4 Bf3 27. Rxe6
Rxe6 28. f5 Qg3+ 29. Kf1 Qxh3+ 30. Kg1 Qh1+
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Schiff 1469-Nagy 1535 Rnd 5

1l.e4e62.d4d53.e5c54.c3Nc65.Nf3 Qb6 6. Be2 Nge7 7. b3 Nf5 8. g4 Nfe7 9.
Qd2 Ng6 10. h4 11. cxd4 Bb4 12. Nc3 Qa5 13. Bb2 Qc7 14. h5 Nge7 15. Qg5 Nxd4
16. Rcl Nxf3+ 17. Bxf3 d4 18. Qxg7 Rg8 19. Qxh7 Qxe5+ 20. Qe4 Qxed+ 21. Bxe4d
Rxg4 22. f3 Rg8 23. h6 Bxc3+ 24. Bxc3 dxc3 25. h7 Rh8 26. Rxc3 f5 27. Bd3 Bd7 28.
Bc4 Kf7 29. f4 Rae8 30. Rg3 Ngb 31. Rg5 Kf6 32. Rh6 Kf7 33. Rgxgb a6 34. Rf6+ Kg7
35. Kf2 Rxh7 36. Rxh7+ Kxh7 37. Rf7+ Kg6 38. Rxd7 b5 39. Be2 Rc8 40. Rd6 Kf6 41.
Rxab Rc7 42. Ke3 Rc2 43. Bxb5 (1-0)

Games From the May UNO Quads 5/13/2023
Lacroix 2041 Forsman 1838 Rd1

1.d4e62.c4c53.d5exd54. cxd5d6 5. ed g6 6. Nc3 Bg7 7. Nge2 Nfe 8. Ng3 a6 9.
a4 0-0 10. Be2 Re8 11. h4 h6 12. O-O Nbd7 13. f4 Qc7 14. h5 b6 15. Bc4 Nxh5 16.
Nxh5 gxh5 17. e5 Rxe5 18. fxe5 Nxe5 19. Be2 Bg4 20. Ned4 Qe7 21. Nf2 Qh4 22.
Ra3 Re8 23. g3 Qe7 24. Bxg4 hxg4 25. Nxg4 Nc4 26. Raf3 Bd4+ 27. Kg2 h5 28.
Nh6+ Kh8 29. Nxf7+ Kg8 30. Qd3 (1-0)

Knapp 1995-Cusumano 1903 Rd 11. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 b6 4. Nc3 Bb4 5. Bd2
Bb7 6. e3 0-0 7. Bd3 c5 8. Rgl cxd4 9. Nxd4 Nc6 10. Qf3 Rb8 11. Qh3 Ne5 12. Be2
d5 13. Ne4 Bxd2+ 14. Nxd2 Nxc4 15. Nxc4 dxc4 16. 0O-0-O Qc7 17. g4 c3 18. b3
Qc5 19. Nc2 Qa5 20. a4 Be4d 21. Rd4 e5 22. g5 exd4 23. gxf6 Bgb 24. Bd3 Qe5 25.
fxg7 Qxg7 26. f4 f5 27. Nxd4 Qe7 28. Bc4+ Rf7 29. Qxf5 Qxe3+ 30. Kb1 Qxgl+ 31.
Ka2 Bxf5 32. Nxf5 Qxh2+ 33. Ka3 a5 (0-1)

Knapp 1995-Lacroix 2041 Quad 1, Rnd 3

1.c4c62.d4 d5 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Nf3 e6 5. Bg5 Be7 6. €3 O-O 7. Bd3 Nbd7 8. O-O
dxc4 9. Bxc4 ¢5 10. Qe2 cxd4 11. exd4 Nb6 12. Bb3 Nbd5 13. Rfel Re8 14. Ne5
Nxc3 15. bxc3 Nd5 16. Bd2 Bg5 17. Nxf7 Kxf7 18. Qh5+ g6 19. Qxh7+ Kf8 20. Bxd5
Bxd2 21. Re3 Bxe3 22. fxe3 exd5 23. Rf1+ Bf5 24. Qxgb Ke7 25. Rxf5 Qb6 26. Qf7+
Kd8 27. Rxd5+ (1-0)
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MEET NEBRASKA’S NEW CHESS PATRON AND PHILANTHROPIST: ROD MALPERT

Back in the early 1970’s Fischer boom, a young kid who was still in
elementary school, Rod Malpert, began showing up at the Lincoln Chess Club.
Since he was only in elementary school, his parents gave him a ride downtown to
Bennett Martin Library on 14 Street, between N and O. The club met at night,
and often got out late, but this didn’t stop Rod from eagerly showing up, and
playing against Lincoln’s best players. Soon, he and a slightly older friend named
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Mark Kitchin, not only started playing casual chess, but began playing in
tournaments, and they were very good. Rod quickly rose from being a D player to
4™ Under 16 in the nation and at 16, he was already a Master, Nebraska State
Champion, and 11" in the nation under 21. Although he quit playing seriously at
16, he dabbled later, winning the Oklahoma State Championship, being runner up
in the New York Championship, and becoming a Senior Master.

An especially fond memory for Rod and me as teenagers, was playing in
what was called an Insanity Tournament at the home of Loren Schmidt. In an
insanity, you play all night without sleep and the games are rated (hence the apt

An

name). This generation needs to toughen up and try this. &

After Rod graduated, he went on to college at Cornell, and became an
attorney practicing mostly in Texas, and Silicon Valley. A couple years ago, Rod
retired from his law practice, and bought a place back in Lincoln. Since he
frequently returns to Nebraska, he volunteers to do personal game analysis every
July at the Cornhusker State Games, and other tournaments, and has for example,
helped the Omaha Metro Chess League with a simul and lecture.

We reconnected this past July at the CSG after not seeing each other for
over 20 years. Well, one thing led to another, and we both got extremely excited
about the idea of holding a huge chess celebration in the future. The dream was
to invite back a bunch of people that we both remembered, and have not just a
tournament, but a reunion of sorts, with a banquet, prizes, drawings, and simuls
by former Nebraska greats. Thus, was born the Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame
Champions Celebration which will be held on June 12 at the Graduate Hotel which
was chosen because it was the site of the last two U.S. Opens to be held in
Nebraska in 1969 and 1975. Although the 1969 hotel was torn down, a new
Hilton was built for the 1975 event on the same site at the corner of 9™ and P.
Later, the Hilton became a Ramada, and then after that, The Graduate.

Rod and | would like to personally invite all Nebraskans to play in the event
which is offering the first 5 figure prize fund in Nebraska history, all made possible
by Rod’s generosity. Rod is not only hoping to make this event a huge success he
wants to sponsor many more chess activities in the future. When you see Rod, (if
you come to the Champions Celebration), be sure and thank him for all he is
doing, (and plans to do in the future), for Nebraska chess.
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Nebraska Active Top Twenty Rated Players as of March 2024

Rank | Name Rating
1 Nathan Solon 2444
2 Nick Lacroix 2101
3 J.J. Lang 2095
4 Gregory Revesz 2086
5 Jacob Wagner 2046
6 Joe Knapp 1992
7 Abhinav Suresh 1963
8 Kirill Belaschenko 1943
9 Chris Kisicki 1934
10 Bruce Draney 1917
11 Gary Colvin 1902
12 Steven Cusumano 1842
13 Matt Buckley 1829
14 Luke Hengen 1824
15 Kent Nelson 1800
15 Neil Reeves 1800
17 Josh Fernandes 1799
18 John Linscott 1782
18 John Davidson 1782
20 Chad Forsman 1777
21 Ryan Peng Dong 1774
22 Aaron PeaksMease 1761
23 Jerry Slominski 1760
24 Sean Baker 1759
25 Sergey Soldatenkov 1718

*If you don’t see your name on this list and you think it should be let me know
when you last played in a USCF rated event and | will add you if | can verify you
would make the top 25
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Humorous Chess Stories Part 2: Who Was That Young Whippersnapper?

This story comes again from my good friend, the late Wayne Pressnall of
North Platte. In 1975, the city of Lincoln hosted the U.S. Open Chess Tournament.
Believe it or not this was the 2"¢ U.S. Open to be held in Lincoln and the 4" to be
held in Nebraska, as Omaha hosted the 1949 and 1959 events.

The 1975 event was the largest open event ever held in Nebraska and after
12 rounds, it was eventually won by Pal Benko and William Lombardy both GM’s.
A host of Nebraskans of course participated including Loren Schmidt, Rich Chess,
Mike Blankenau, and the subject of this story, Wayne Pressnall.

In 1975, there was one round a day in the early evening and if the games
weren’t finished by a certain time most likely 10 pm, they were adjourned and
played off the next day before the start of the next round. So it was that Wayne
had a long game that ended with interlocking pawns all over the board that was
adjourned. Everyone always looked at their games to try to find the best moves
the next day and Wayne and another friend were looking over the game to find a
win but couldn’t find one for almost 30 minutes. After a bit they noticed there
was this little kid standing beside them watching them. Wayne almost told him to
beat it, but was too busy searching for the elusive win.

Finally, he was about to give up and hope for the best the next day when
this little kid spoke up and said, “Mlister, all you need to do is march your king over
to here and you can get through and win his pawns.” Wayne and his friend looked
at the board and realized the kid was right. The next day, Wayne followed the
kid’s advice and won the adjourned game. Who was that masked
whippersnapper? Why it was 11 year old Joel Benjamin. Yes, THAT Joel Benjamin.
He was playing in the 1975 U.S. Open and so was 14 year old Yasser Seraiwan.
Both went on to become GM’s and U.S. Champions.
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CHESS IN NEBRASKA 30 YEARS AGO: MAY OF 1993.

In this continuing series | look back on a chess event that occurred 20-50
years ago here in Nebraska just to get a glimpse of what was going on. For anyone
interested, this past July, | created a Facebook group dedicated to Nebraska Chess
History. The FB link to the group is Nebraska Chess History. The group already has
87 members and the numbers keep growing as the word gets around.

Thanks to Jim Jirousek and Bob Woodworth, both of whom served as our
State Archivist, tons of written newsletters and documents stretching as far back
as 1947 were collected, bound and eventually made their way to the Nebraska
State Historical Society, now called History Nebraska on 15" and R Streets. Jim
Jirousek also provided me and Kent with bound copies of many of these
newsletters as well, and | bound up copies of my own Archive, and sold them or
donated them to Kent and others. Last quarter we looked at the 1973 State
Scholastic High School tournament. This quarter we look back on the 1993,
Closed and Amateur Open.

A brief history lesson is in order. In 1974, the NSCA was created to be the
official state affiliate to the USCF. From 1948 until 1981, the top Nebraskan in
Nebraska’s oldest open tournament, the Nebraska/Midwest Open, was named
Nebraska State Champion. The system was by no means perfect for several
reasons. First, many strong out of state players showed up to play in the Midwest
Open. In a number of years these out of state players would win the tournament
and would knock a Nebraskan in contention out of the running often in round 5
allowing a player with a much weaker opponent to sneak in and become Nebraska
State Champion. Not only that, originally in the event of a tie between top
Nebraskans the title was simply given to the person with the highest tie breaks as
there was no playoff or system in place to break a tie. A number of strong players
who tied for first in the Midwest/Nebraska were simply relegated to “didn’t win
it” status even though they had done just as well as the person who did get the
title.
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Since the NSCA was now in charge of awarding all state titles, they voted to
establish a Closed Championship to better select a true Nebraska State Champion.
The determination of Closed participants became a controversy unto itself as the
NSCA, which had members back then, seemed divided on whether to invite the
highest rated players or to reward participants willing to risk rating points to get
in. There were even some of us (like me) who didn’t like the idea of diminishing
the role of our oldest most prestigious tournament.

In 1981, it was decided we would name the Midwest Open winner a co-
champion but we would hold our first Closed as well. Richard Perry, won the
Midwest in 1981, but Andrew Hood won the first ever Closed.

By 1993, 12 years later, the qualifying participants came from the Midwest
Open (1), the defending champion (1), the winners of the Cornhusker State Games
Open (2), the top winner of the Player of the Year Competition (1) and the winner
of what was called the Last Chance Qualifier (1). The LCQ was supposed to be
held in central/western Nebraska and for the first few years it was the
Nebraskaland Days Open held every year in June in North Platte and run by
Wayne Pressnall. At one of our NSCA membership meetings in 1993, Wayne
asked that his event NOT be the LCQ and so the LCQ was awarded to the Merrick
County Open in Clarks, NE an event always held in January and run by Richard
Olson. In 1994, the LCQ was abolished in favor of the Great Plains Open which Ed
Hamelrath and | had begun as a major open tournament originally held every
spring in Omaha.

Thus, it was that in late May of 1993, 30 years ago, the Nebraska Closed
Championship was held in Lincoln, Nebraska on the 29t and 30™. By this time the
NSCA had established two supporting open tournaments called the Amateur Open
on the Saturday of the Closed and the NSCA Class Championships on Sunday.
These events helped finance the Closed which didn’t make any money and did
cost money to run. The 6 participants in 1993, were Defending Champion, Kevin
Fleming, Omaha Master Mike Blankenau, Hall of Famer, personal friend and
longtime Gambit Editor, Kent Nelson, NSCA President at the time, Bruce Draney,
Lincoln director, player and chess coach, Tom O’Connor and Master Zoran
Kilibarda. It was indeed a humbling field to be a part of.
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20-30
ship May 2
te CIgsed ?“"""" ¢ TOT.

1093 HebraskalStaz 5
n 11 4.5
Cpankenas X 1L 4.0
2 Fleming X got k] S
e 0f 8 NF i 20
335.“'. w2 0 12 X l’/( / i
5 [ilibarda 0 g g :Z S ooy 05
6 0”Connor
‘ EBRAS OPEN MAY 29TH
1993":1" 9 PA::T%‘JI; Rnd 1 Rnd 2 Rnd 3 Rnd 4 Tot.
Rating
| Holllng 1921 W19 Wi3 WS :; ;._g
2 Pressnall 1985 wWi2 L6 W4 5

- g3 wie Wit we L2 3.0

3 RC:::Y igo w0 wis W L1 3.0
5 Stahlnecker 1655 W22 W16 Ll Wit 3.0
6 I Drexel 1674 w23 W2 L3 :
7 Lombard 1556 LIS w19
8 CMierzeiewski 1492 L9 Di8
9 Eennedy 1843/7 W8
10 Puzicka 1638 W21 L9
11 Butera 132 W24 L3
12 G Anderson 1296 L2 W2
I3 Linnenburger 1261
14 X Schmidt |
15 D Varvel

(Cross table from the June 1993, Omaha Chess
Archive, editor Bruce Draney)
Blankenau won the event with 4.5-.5 drawing only Kent Nelson. Fleming

lost to Blankenau and beat everyone else to finish at 4-1. | finished a very

respectable 3™ defeating Zoran and Tom and drawing Kent (of course). | still have

An

the 3™ place trophy which is bigger than any of my first place trophies. & Bob
Holling won the Amateur Open with a perfect 4-0 score.
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Major Nebraska Events Coming Soon.

March 30*"-Omaha City Championship will be a 4 round Swiss System tournament
held here in Omaha at UNO at CPACs Building. Top player from the Omaha area
will earn the title of Omaha City Champion, but anyone may play and it is a
Nebraska POY event the 2" of the year. EF $30.00 on site for the Open and U1200
sections. Discount for early registration on King Registration. There is also and
U800 and U400 section. Prizes: 1%-$200, 2"-150, 3™ $100 U1200 1t $60, 2" 50,
379 40.00. TC for the Open is G50 d10. Under 1200 is G/30 d5. For questions
email unochess2700@gmail.com. A more detailed flyer is available at
nebraskachess.com.

April 27-28-The 75" Midwest/Nebraska Open will be held in Omaha at the
Marriott Regency at 10220 Regency Cir. The event is a 5 round Swiss System event
and EF is 70.00 if by 4/19, and $80 by 4/26 and $85 on site. The event is both a
state qualifier and a POY event. A full flyer can be found at Nebraskachess.com.
May 18t™"-The Scholastics and Senior Championship will be held at the CPACs
building at UNO. This event determines our representatives to the various
invitational events held in conjunction with the U.S. Open in August. Check
nebraskachess.com for full details.

May 31%-The Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame Induction Banquet is by invitation
only but seats are available. If interested contact me at gambiteer4d9@yahoo.com
or message me at 402 312 6335.

June 1%-2"9-The Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame Champions Celebration will be a 4
round Swiss System tournament that includes numerous exciting side events and
will be held at the Graduate Hotel on 141 N 9% ST in Lincoln, NE. A number of
special guests plan to attend with special connections to Nebraska chess. The
prize fund is an amazing $13,650.00 all made possible by the generous
sponsorship of a number of people including Kent Nelson, Craig Wilkins, John
Drexel, myself and especially Rod Malpert. Rod is now firmly entrenched as
Nebraska’s most generous chess philanthropist and exciting times for Nebraska
chess still lie ahead with Rod backing us. The future looks really bright. EF is $90
by 4/21, 100 between 4/21 and 4/28 and 110.00 on site. Entries can be paid by
Square at

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/MLOK71FGX6TD8/checkout/YTQGQU6EGV6
P64SVK62JDN3CN?fbclid=IwAR3GE2hiDoJ3n8 JRe-
mDgO0lYPwBNn8VolLXbOLtxSowamaghxLYvfIF3 ZzY
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Stay Tuned for the Quarter 3 Gambit Review for 2023

That completes my 2" issue of the Gambit for the 2023 year in review. In
particular, Id like to ask for games from the 3™ and 4™ quarter of last year,
preferably with limited annotation. Anyone with games, insights, stories or other
chess related materials should feel free to send things my way. This issue is heavy
on cross tables and a little lighter on games. | will be happy to include any good
material sent my way in the next two Gambits.

I'd like to give a big shout out to JJ Lang who provided me with a collection
of games from last year’s Midwest Open as well as games for next quarter’s issue
from the 2023 Cornhusker State Games in July.

On May 31%, the Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame is hosting a special induction
banquet on the Friday night before the big Champions Celebration Event which is
Saturday and Sunday, June 1t and 2. Although the banquet is by invitation due
to cost and space considerations, we can get you seats for a fee. If you would like
to attend our banquet you can clip this form below the dotted line and send a
check to Bruce Draney, 14002 Frederick Circle, Omaha, NE 68138. If you would
also like to play in the tournament, | offered several options for you that vary in
cost depending on your needs. Dress for the banquet is business casual and it
includes buffet and complementary drinks. If you have any questions about the
banquet or the tournament reach out to me by email at gambiteer4dS@yahoo.com
or text me at 402 312 6335. You do NOT have to attend the banquet to play in the
event.

clip here
Banquet Fees & Banquet and Tournament Entry Combos

(A) 1 Banquet Ticket-$75.00 (B) 2 Banquet Tickets-$150.00

(C) 1 Banquet Ticket and 1 tournament entry-$150.00

(D) 2 Banquet Tickets and 1 tournament entry-$220.00

(E) Patron Gift 3 Banquet Tickets and 1 tournament entry-$300.00

My name is enclosed is a check for
for Option above.
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