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      #3   
Kf1 Re7 Ba1 Nd4 Pf2 Ph3 Ph4 (7) 

Kf4 Pa2 Pb4 Pf3 Pf6 Pf7 (6) 
There is a try:1.Nb5?,and two variations follow: 

1...f5 2.Sc7 any 3.Sd5#, 
1...b3 2.Nd6 (threatening 3.Re4#) f5 3.Be5#,but 1...Kf5! refutes the try. 

1.Re1! solves. 
And now to the same black defenses there are different continuations : 

1...f5 2.Ne6+ fxe6 3.Be5#, 
1...b3 2.Bc3 any 3.Bd2#. 

This idea is called 'change of play' in two phases. 
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Letter from Gambit Editor Bruce Draney 

 Hello again, the train is coming down the track and we are nearly caught up 

to the present.  This will be my 6th quarterly issue since taking over from Kent in 

mid-February.   It’s been a fascinating 2nd quarter start to 2024 with 3 of 

Nebraska’s biggest open events occurring, including the Midwest Open, the Hall of 

Fame Champions Celebration and the Summer Open.  In addition, the Nebraska 

Championships were held in May to determine our representatives for the National 

Invitationals.  The next issue will be completely current covering July 1st through 

September 30th.  As usual, there are a lot of people I’d like to acknowledge and 

thank for various things that they have done for chess.    

Rauf Aliovsade-Rauf continues to provide me and you with chess problems and 

under my editorship they always adorn the front cover of every issue and this 

month is no exception.     

Kent Nelson-Kent has been great friend and tremendous inspiration to me always 

providing support as President of the Lincoln Chess Foundation and praising my 

Gambit issues which means a lot to me.   

John Bagley-John has really taken over the weekly operation of the Camelot 

Chess Club and a few weeks ago arranged a very special little get together with 

Camelot Chess Club Founder Roger Anderson at his residence.  Despite Roger’s 

age, he was quite lucid and we had a lot of fun taking pictures, giving him an 

enlarged photo of him playing a game and we were joined by several of Roger’s 

chess playing friends and Chess Life Editor John Hartmann in addition to Roger’s 

daughter and me.              

Rod Malpert-Rod continues to support Nebraska chess both financially and by 

generously giving his time.  Rod continues to donate funds to the Lincoln Chess 

Foundation and he and I together just created a $1,000.00 scholarship fund.  In 

addition, Rod analyzed games at the 2024 Cornhusker State Games and we had a 

lot of fun perusing classic games from the past together.   

Seetharaman Renganathan-Seetharaman directed the Summer Open which drew 

an outstanding crowd of over 50 players in the Open and another 35 in an RBO.  

He invited me to give a brief demonstration to parents and young people attending.   
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Nebraska Chess Information Page 

Lincoln Chess Foundation 4014 N ST Lincoln NE 68510 
President-Kent Nelson 
Treasurer-Bruce Draney 
Secretary Andrea Draney, Director Daniel Draney 
 
Omaha Chess Community 
President-Michael Gooch 
7215 N 162nd ST Bennington NE 68007 
 
Nebraska State Chess Association 
President-Steven Cusumano, Omaha VP-Michael Mills 
Lincoln VP-John Linscott, Outstate VP-Vince Jodoin 
Secretary-JJ Lang, Treasurer-Jenny Tricker 
 
Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame 14002 Frederick CIR Omaha NE 68138 
President-Bruce Draney (gambiteer49@yahoo.com) 
HOF Selection Committee:  John Drexel, Loren Schmidt, Richard Gardner JR, Rod 
Malpert. 
 
ACTIVE NEBRASKA CHESS CLUBS 
OMAHA: 
Spence Chess Club-Meets on Wednesday night from 7-10 for rated events 
Location:  West Hills Church basement 3015 S 82nd AVE Omaha, NE-John 
Hartmann 
 
Camelot Chess Club-Meets on Friday afternoon 12-4PM for unrated casual play 
Location:  Camelot Community Center 9270 Cady AVE Omaha, NE-John Bagley 
 
Millard Chess Club-Meets on Sunday afternoon 2:30-4:30 for unrated and 
occasion rated play.  Location:  Millard Public Library 13214 Westwood LN Omaha, 
NE.  Bruce Draney (402) 312-6335 or Scott Look (402) 889-1779 
 
Increase the Piece Chess Club-Meets on Monday night 4-7:30 PM for unrated play 
Location:  Washington Library 29th & Ames AVE, Omaha, NE Jerome Helm 
International Café-2416 Farnam ST Omaha, NE 68131 Thursday and Saturday 4-8 
PM Richard Hudrin      
 
             3 



LINCOLN: 
 
SECC Chess Club-Meets on Wednesday nights at SE Community College 89th & O 
ST, Lincoln, NE for casual unrated or occasional G/10+2 events.  Leo Iacono 
 
Capital City Chess Club-Meets on Tuesday 5-8 PM at Meadowlark Coffee and 
Espresso, 1624 South ST and Thursday 6-9 PM at The Post 2001 N ST in Lincoln, 
NE, Chris Etheredge 
 
Cigarz Chess Club-Meets on Monday Nights at Cigarz Lounge, STE 104 800 Q, 
Lincoln NE  402-904-3460, Stacy Williams 
 
OUTSTATE: 
 
Beatrice Chess Club-Meets on Tuesday 6-8 PM at Beatrice Public Library 100 N 
16th ST, Beatrice, NE 68310, Crystal Harral 402-446-2723 
 
Nebraska City Chess Club-Meets on Thursday 4:30-6:30 PM at Morton James 
Public Library, 923 1st Corso, Nebraska City, NE 68410, Kyle Madison 712-520-0859 
 
Grand Island Competitive Chess Club-Meets on Saturday, 11-3PM at Grand Island 
Public Library 1124 W 2nd ST, Grand Island, NE 68801, Zach May 
 
Kearney Nebraska Chess Club-Central Nebraska Chess Club-Meets on Saturday 2-
5 PM at Kearney Public Library, 2020 1st AVE, Kearney, NE 68847 Eric Ring 308-
240-1793 or Alexander Maiwaldt 308-293-9116 
 
Davenport Chess Club-Davenport Public Library 109 N Maple AVE, Davenport, NE 
68335 Jack Roegner 765-407-0895 
 
Nebraska Chess Related Websites: 
NSCA Website-www.nebraskachess.com 
Facebook: Nebraska Chess Community group, Nebraska Chess History group, 
Central Nebraska Chess Facebook Group.   
 
National Online Chess Playing Sites 
Chess.com  Lichess.com 
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2024 Midwest Open 4/27-28/2024 Omaha 
# Name Rating Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5 Total 

 1 Sarkar 2356 W25 W9 W5 W11 W3 5.0 

 2 Neal  2201 W7 D23 W36 W16 W11 4.5 

 3 Miller 2209 W31 W13 W19 W4 L1 4.0 

 4 Drippe 2023 W40 W32 W22 L3 W13 4.0 

 5 Knapp 1937 W51 W17 L1 W14 W22 4.0 

 6 Belashchenko 1914 D16 W14 D26 W33 W18 4.0 

 7 Cole 1803 L2 W34 W37 W20 W12 4.0 

 8 Seetharaman 1715 W45 L25 W17 W15 W23 4.0 

 9 Beltran 1951 W18 L1 W41 W26 ½ 3.5 

10 Blomer 1931 L14 ½ W43 W36 W28 3.5 

11 Moerlien 2085 W50 W15 W33 L1 L2 3.0 

12 Suresh 1992 L17 W27 W34 W23 L7 3.0 

13 Cusumano 1847 W20 L3 W21 W19 L4 3.0 

14 Mehlhaff 1852 W10 L6 W30 L5 W37 3.0 

15 Law 1819 W24 L11 W38 L8 W33 3.0 

16 Misra 1748 D6 W24 W29 L2 ½ 3.0 

17 PeeksMease 1761 W12 L5 L8 W45 W36 3.0 

18 Gurumoorthi 1694 L9 W37 W47 W32 L6 3.0 

19 Reigenborn 1618 W43 W38 L3 L13 W31 3.0 

20 Mills 1655 L13 W39 W48 L7 W38 3.0 

21 Baranker 1635 L38 W35 L13 W46 W32 3.0 

22 Adduri 1471 WF W51 L4 W25 L5 3.0 

23 Fei 1977 W42 D2 W28 L12 L8 2.5 

24 Sarner 1986 L15 L16 ½ W42 W35 2.5 

25 L. Hengen 1786 L1 W8 W44 L22 D26 2.5 

26 Zeisler 1705 W35 D31 D6 L9 D25 2.5 

27 Koppinger 1683 W44 L12 L32 D39 W43 2.5 

28 Parthasarathy 1536 D49 W47 L23 W40 L10 2.5 

29 Schiff 1496 W48 D40 L16 L31 W41 2.5 

30 Warren UNR L36 W45 L14 W44 ½ 2.5 

31 Drebenstedt 1843 L3 D26 ½ W29 L19 2.0 

32 Gordon 1820 W41 L4 W27 L18 L21 2.0 

33 Bruggeman 1626 W46 WF L11 L6 L15 2.0 

34 Talasila 1548 W39 L7 L12 L35 W48 2.0 

35 Kantem 1439 L26 L21 W51 W34 L24 2.0 

36 Nordby 1422 W30 W42 L2 L10 L17 2.0 

37 Bratz 1412 WF L18 L7 W48 L14 2.0 

38 Shively 1358 W21 L19 L15 W47 L20 2.0 

39 Castaneda 1273 L34 L20 Bye D27 D45 2.0 

40 Ramirez 1799 L4 D29 WF L28 U--- 1.5 

41 Koeppe 1622 L32 W49 L9 ½ L29 1.5 

42 Pasupuleti 1598 L23 L36 ½ L24 W52 1.5 

43 Tichacek 1400 L19 D46 L10 W52 L27 1.5 

44 Misra 1389 L27 W52 L25 L30 ½ 1.5 

45 Etheredge 1320 L8 L30 W52 L17 D39 1.5 

46 Benetz 1200 L33 D43 ½ L21 D47 1.5 

47 Combs 962 Bye L28 L18 L38 D46 1.5 

48 Alagankancharla 1169 L29 Bye L20 L37 L34 1.0 

49 Bryant 1217 D28 L41 LF U-- U-- 0.5 

50 Buckley 1811 L11 LF U-- U= U-- 0.0 

51 Dutiel 1700 L5 L22 L35 U-- U-- 0.0 

52 Goltl  UNR LF L44 L45 L43 L42 0.0 
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 The 2024 Midwest Open was held in Omaha on April 27-28th at Marriott 

Regency near Westroads.  A very nice crowd of 52 players showed up to play in the 

Open section which was not only a POY and State Closed Qualifier, but also was 

FIDE rated.  Organizer Steven Cusumano hired FIDE Arbiter and head of King 

Registration, Bill Buklis who is from Chicago to direct the two-day event which 

attracted a very strong field that included one IM, Sarkar, who ended up winning 

the event with a perfect 5-0 score.  The field was strong and included two other 

Masters both from Iowa and two Experts both from Kansas.  A total of 14 A 

players took part, meaning about one third of the field was rated 1800 or above.   

 

 Top Nebraskan who thereby gained the Closed slot was Joe Knapp who tied 

with 5 other players all with 4-1.  Miller 2209 (IA), Drippe 2023 (KS), 

Belashchenko 1914 (NE), Cole 1803 (UT), and Seetharaman 1715 (NE) also 

finished with scores of 4-1.   

 

 Rod Malpert generously offered game prizes through a donation and judged 

the games on both Saturday and Sunday with a little help from me on Saturday 

afternoon.  The event was fun and ran smoothly.  There was an RBO section on 

Saturday only that attracted an additional 18 and was won by Kolby McGowan 

with 4.5.   

 

 Regency Marriott is a beautiful hotel and before we decided the Hall of 

Fame Champions Celebration would be held in Lincoln at the Graduate, I was 

seriously considering this hotel which is centrally located off the intersection of I-

680 and Dodge in the Regency area.   

 

 I don’t want to overkill on games in this issue, but here are some games 

from the event.   

Round 1 

Cusumano-Mills   NSCA President vs NSCA Omaha Vice President        

 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nf3 Bg7 4. g3 O-O 5. Bg2 d6 6. O-O Nbd7 7. Nc3 c6 8. Qc2 

Rb8 9. a4 a5 10. e4 e5 11. Rd1 exd4 12. Nxd4 Nc5 13. e5 Ne8 14. exd6 Nxd6 15. 

Bf4 g5 16. Bxd6 Qxd6 17. Nxc6 Qc7 18. Nd5 Qxc6 19. Ne7+ Kh8 20. Nxc6 bxc6 

21. Rab1 Bg4 22. Rd6 Bh5 23. Qf5 Nxa4 24. Qxg5 Bg6 25. Rxg6 fxg6 26. Qxa5 

Ra8 27. Qd2 Rab8 28. b4 c5 29. b5 Bd4 30. Rf1 Nb6 31. Qc2 Rf6 32. Kh1 Rbf8 

33. f3 Re6 34. Bh3 Re3 35. f4 Rc3 36. Qa2 Ra8 37. Qg2 Rca3 38. Be6 Ra2 39. 

Qc6 Re2 40. Bg4 Rc2 41. Qxb6 Raa2 42. Qd8+ Kg7 43. Qe7+ Kh6 44. Qh4+ Kg7 

45. Re1 Bf6 46. Qh3 Rab2 47. Be6 Bc3 48. Rf1 h6 49. f5 g5 50. Qh5 Kf6 51. 

Qxh6+ Ke5 52. f6 Rf2 53. Rxf2 Rxf2 54. Qxg5+ (1-0) 
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Etheredge-Seetharaman 

 

1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. exd5 cxd5 4. c4 Nf6 5. c5 Nc6 6. Nf3 a6 7. Be2 b6 8. a3 bxc5 

9. dxc5 e6 10. b4 Qc7 11. Nd4 Nxd4 12. Qxd4 e5 13. Qd1 a5 14. Bb2 d4 15. Bb5+ 

Bd7 16. Qa4 Bxb5 17. Qxb5+ Qd7 18. Qxd7+ Kxd7 19. O-O Nd5 20. Nd2 f6 21. 

Nc4 axb4 22. axb4 Be7 23. Ba3 Rhb8 24. Rfc1 Ke6 25. g4 Bd8 26. Rab1 Nc3 27. 

Rb3 Ne2+ (0-1) 

 

Knapp-Dutiel 

 

1. Nf3 d5 2. g3 Nc6 3. d4 Nf6 4. Bg2 Bf5 5. c4 e6 6. c5 Be7 7. Qa4 Qd7 8. b4 e5 

9. dxe5 Nxe5 10. Qxd7+ Nfxd7 11. Nd4 Be4 12. f3 Bg6 13. Nb5 O-O-O 14. N1c3 

c6 15. Nd6+ Bxd6 16. cxd6 Rhe8 17. Kf2 Nb6 18. Bf4 d4 19. Bh3+ Kb8 20. Nd1 

Rxd6 21. Nb2 Nd5 22. Bxe5 Rxe5 23. Nc4 Rde6 24. Nxe5 Rxe5 25. Rhd1 Nc3 26. 

Rd2 Rh5 27. Bf1 d3 28. e4 Rxh2+ 29. Ke3 Rxd2 30. Kxd2 Nb5 31. Bxd3 Nd4 32. 

Ke3 Ne6 33. f4 Bh5 34. f5 Nd8 35. Rh1 g6 36. Kf4 f6 37. Bc4 g5+ 38. Ke3 Bf7 

39. Bxf7 Nxf7 40. Rxh7 Ne5 41. Re7 Kc8 42. Kd4 Nd7 43. Rg7 Kd8 44. a3 b6 45. 

Rg8+ Kc7 46. Ra8 Kb7 47. Re8 Kc7 48. Re6 a6 49. Kc4 Ne5+ 50. Kc3 Ng4 51. e5 

Nxe5 52. Rxf6 Kd7 53. Kd4 Ng4 54. Rg6 Nh2 55. Ke4 g4 56. Kf4 a5 57. b5 (1-0)  
 

Sarkar-Hengen 
1. d4 g6 2. e4 Bg7 3. c3 d6 4. f4 e5 5. dxe5 dxe5 6. Qxd8+ Kxd8 7. Nf3 Nd7 8. 

Bc4 Ke8 9. O-O Ne7 10. fxe5 Nb6 11. Bb3 h6 12. Nd4 Rf8 13. Nb5 Nc6 14. 

Nxc7+ Ke7 15. Nxa8 Nxa8 16. Be3 b6 17. Bd5 Bb7 18. e6 fxe6 19. Rxf8 Bxf 20. 

Bxc6 Bxc6 21. Nd2 Nc7 22. a4 Kf6 23. Rf1+ Ke7 24. a5 (1-0) 

 

Round 2 

 

Cusumano-Miller  

 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 Nc6 6. Ndb5 Bc5 7. Nd6+ Ke7 

8. Nxc8+ Rxc8 9. Be2 Bd4 10. Nb5 Bc5 11. Bd3 Qb6 12. O-O Nxe4 13. Qe2 Nf6 

14. Bg5 h6 15. Bh4 g5 16. Bg3 a6 17. Nc3 Nd4 18. Qd2 Qc6 19. Rfe1 d6 20. Ne4 

Nxe4 21. Bxe4 d5 22. Bd3 Bd6 23. c3 Bxg3 24. hxg3 Nb5 25. Rad1 Nd6 26. Qe2 

Ne8 27. Bc2 Nf6 28. Qe5 g4 29. Bb3 Rcd8 30. Rd4 Qd6 31. Qe2 h5 32. c4 h4 33. 

gxh4 Rxh4 34. g3 Rh5 35. cxd5 Rdh8 36. Rxg4 Nxg4 37. Qxg4 Rh1+ 38. Kg2 

Rxe1 39. Qg5+ Kd7 40. dxe6+ Rxe6 41. Qf5 Kc7 42. Qxf7+ Re7 43. Qf3 Qc6 44. 

Bd5 Qc1 45. Qc3+ Qxc3 46. bxc3 Re2 47. Kf3 Rc2 (0-1) 
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PeeksMease-Knapp 

 

1. d4 d5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Bg5 c5 4. e3 Qb6 5. Qc1 Nc6 6. c3 Bf5 7. Nbd2 Nd7 8. Nh4 

Be6 9. Nhf3 f6 10. Bh4 Bf5 11. Bg3 e5 12. c4 cxd4 13. cxd5 Nb4 14. e4 Nc5 15. 

Qc4 Bd7 16. a3 Qa5 17. Rc1 Rc8 18. axb4 Nd3+ 19. Qxd3 Rxc1+ 20. Ke2 Qxb4 

21. Nb3 Rxf1 22. Rxf1 Bb5 23. Nc1 Qxb2+ 24. Nd2 Ba3 25. f4 O-O 26. Qxb5 

Qxb5+ 27. Nd3 Bd6 28. Rb1 Qa6 29. Rc1 exf4 30. Bf2 Be5 31. Nb3 b6 32. Ra1 

Qc8 33. h3 a5 34. Rc1 Qa6 35. Bxd4 Rc8 36. Bxe5 fxe5 37. Rxc8+ Qxc8 38. Nxe5 

Qc3 39. Nc6 Qxb3 40. e5 Kf8 41. d6 Qc2+ (0-1) 

 

Round 3 

 

Suresh-Talisila 

 

1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. e5 Bf5 4. h4 h5 5. Bd3 Bxd3 6. Qxd3 e6 7. Ne2 Nd7 8. c3 Ne7 

9. Nd2 c5 10. a3 Nc6 11. b4 cxd4 12. cxd4 a6 13. Bb2 Be7 14. g3 Rc8 15. O-O 

Nb6 16. Rac1 Kf8 17. Rc2 Qe8 18. Rfc1 Rh6 19. b5 axb5 20. Qxb5 Bd8 21. Bc3 

Ne7 22. Qd3 Kg8 23. Bb4 Rxc2 24. Qxc2 Nc6 25. Bc5 Nd7 26. Nb3 f6 27. exf6 

Nxf6 28. Bd6 Ne4 29. Bf4 Rg6 30. f3 Nxg3 31. Bxg3 Bxh4 32. Kf2 Bxg3+ 33. 

Nxg3 h4 34. Ne2 e5 35. dxe5 Nxe5 36. Nbd4 Nc4 37. Qd3 Rf6 38. Nc3 Qe5 39. 

Rg1 h3 40. Nce2 Qh5 41. Ng3 Qh4 42. Ne2 Qg5 43. f4 Kh8 44. Rh1 Qh4 45. 

Qxd5 Nd6 46. Qh5+ Rh6 47. Qxh4 Rxh4 48. Kf3 Nc4 49. a4 g5 50. fxg5 Ne5+ 51. 

Kf2 Nf7 52. g6 Nh6 53. Kf3 Rxa4 54. Rxh3 Ra3+ 55. Kg2 Kg7 56. Nf4 b5 57. 

Ngh5+ (1-0) 

 

Zeisler-Belashchenko 

 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 d5 4. Nc3 Bb4 5. e3 O-O 6. Bd2 b6 7. Bd3 Bb7 8. Qe2 

Nbd7 9. Rc1 Re8 10. O-O h6 11. a3 Bxc3 12. Bxc3 dxc4 13. Bxc4 Ne4 14. Rfd1 

Ndf6 15. Ne5 Nxc3 16. Rxc3 Qd6 17. Bb5 Red8 18. Bc6 Bxc6 19. Rxc6 Qe7 20. 

Rdc1 Ne8 21. Qf3 a5 22. h3 a4 23. R6c4 Rd5 24. Nc6 Qf8 25. Qd1 Rb5 26. Nb4 

Qd6 27. Rc6 Qd7 28. Qd3 Rba5 29. R1c3 R5a7 30. Qc2 Kh8 31. Qd3 Kg8 32. Rc1 

Kh8 33. R6c3 Kg8 34. Nc6 Rb7 35. Qe4 Nd6 36. Qf3 Rf8 (1/2-1/2) 
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Round 4 

 

Hengen-Adduri 

 

1. d4 d5 2. Nc3 Nf6 3. Bf4 Nc6 4. Nb5 e5 5. dxe5 Nh5 6. e3 Nxf4 7. exf4 a6 8. 

Nc3 Bb4 9. a3 Bxc3+ 10. bxc3 O-O 11. Bd3 f6 12. Qh5 g6 13. Bxg6 hxg6 14. 

Qxg6+ Kh8 15. O-O-O fxe5 16. Rd3 Qh4 17. g4 Bxg4 18. Rg3 Rxf4 19. f3 Rg8 

20. Qd3 Bf5 21. Rxg8+ Kxg8 22. Qxd5+ Kf8 23. Ne2 Rc4 24. Kb2 Ke7 25. Rg1 

Be6 26. Qd3 e4 27. fxe4 Qxe4 28. Qd2 Ne5 29. Rg7+ Bf7 30. Ng3 Qc6 31. Qe2 

Qb5+ 32. Kc1 Rxc3 33. Nf5+ Kd8 34. Qg2 Nd3+ 35. Kd2 Rxc2+ 36. Kxc2 Ne1+  

(0-1) 

 

Moerlien-Sarkar 

 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. Qc2 d5 5. cxd5 exd5 6. Bg5 h6 7. Bxf6 Qxf6 8. 

a3 Bxc3+ 9. Qxc3 O-O 10. e3 c6 11. Nf3 Bf5 12. Bd3 Nd7 13. Bxf5 Qxf5 14. O-O 

Rfe8 15. Rfc1 Nf6 16. Qc2 Qxc2 17. Rxc2 Ne4 18. Ne5 Nd6 19. b3 f6 20. Nd3 g5 

21. g3 Kf7 22. Kg2 Nf5 23. a4 Rxe3 24. Rd2 Re4 25. Nc5 Rxd4 26. Rxd4 Nxd4 

27. Nxb7 Rb8 28. Nc5 Ke7 29. Rd1 Ne6 30. Re1 Kd6 31. Nxe6 Re8 32. Kf3 Rxe6 

33. Rc1 Re4 34. Rc3 g4+ 35. Kg2 c5 36. h3 h5 37. hxg4 hxg4 38. Kf1 d4 39. Rd3 

Kd5 40. Rd1 a5 41. Rd2 f5 42. Rd1 Re8 43. Rd3 c4 44. bxc4+ Kxc4 45. Rd1 d3 

46. f3 Kc3 47. fxg4 fxg4 48. Rc1+ Kb2 49. Rd1 Kc2 50. Ra1 d2 51. Ra2+ Kc1 52. 

Ra1+ Kb2 53. Rd1 Kc2 (0-1) 

 

Round 5 

Sarkar-Miller 

 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. g3 Bg7 4. Bg2 O-O 5. Nc3 d6 6. Nf3 Nc6 7. O-O a6 8. h3 

Re8 9. e4 e5 10. Be3 exd4 11. Nxd4 Na5 12. b3 Rb8 13. a4 Bd7 14. Rb1 c5 15. 

Nde2 Bc6 16. Qd3 Qe7 17. Nf4 Nxe4 18. Nfd5 Bxd5 19. Nxd5 Qe5 20. f4 Qe6 21. 

Nc7 Qe7 22. Nxe8 Rxe8 23. Bxe4 Qxe4 24. Qxe4 Rxe4 25. Bd2 Nc6 26. Rbe1 

Bd4+ 27. Kg2 Rxe1 28. Rxe1 Kf8 29. f5 Ne5 30. g4 Ke7 31. h4 (1-0) 

 

Fei-Seetharaman 

1. d4 d5 2. Bf4 Bf5 3. e3 e6 4. c4 Bxb1 5. Qxb1 Bb4+ 6. Ke2 c6 7. f3 h5 8. h4 Nh6 

9. Kf2 Nf5 10. Bg5 f6 11. Bf4 Kf7 12. Bd3 Nxh4 13. Rxh4 g5 14. Bxg5 fxg5 15. 

Bg6+ Kg7 16. Rxh5 Rxh5 17. Bxh5 Qf6 18. Ne2 Nd7 19. Qd3 Rh8 20. Bg4 Qh6 

21. Ng3 Bd6 22. Nh5+ Kf7 23. cxd5 cxd5 24. Qb5 Ke7 25. Rc1 Qg6 26. Rh1 a6 

27. Qb3 Rc8 28. Re1 Rh8 29. Ng3 Qh6 30. Nf1 Rc8 31. Qd3 Nf6 32. Bh3 Qh4+ 

33. Ke2 g4 34. Bxg4 Nxg4 35. fxg4 Qxg4+ 36. Kf2 Qh4+ 37. g3 Bxg3+ 38. Nxg3 

Qh2+ 39. Kf3 Rf8+ 40. Nf5+ Rxf5+ 41. Kg4 Qh5+ 42. Kg3 Qg6+ (0-1) 
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HALL OF FAME CHAMPIONS CELEBRATION FELT LIKE A NATIONAL EVENT.   
 
 A Hall of Fame Banquet on Friday night followed by a two-day 4 round 
tournament on Saturday and Sunday had all the feel of one of the most special 
chess events held in Nebraska in nearly 50 years.  Without any national support, 
the event attracted 4 players rated over 2300 and two rated over 2400.  A former 
U.S. Women’s Champion, and a National Deaf Champion also took part.  The event 
offered a double tag team simul, lectures, prize giveaways, a meet and greet and a 
6 round free blitz tournament to boot.  Dozens of former Nebraska greats came 
back to either play or observe the fun.  Surprisingly, the eventual winner was 
Puwit Sky Morlien of Kansas who was the only player to go 4-0.   
 
Rod Malpert, Loren Schmidt, Nate Solon and Keaton Kiewra all were nicked for 
either a draw or a loss by the time the event ended.  Although the event only 
attracted 69 players (70 if we count Mark Kitchin who didn’t play but was paired), 
it was the largest single section Open event in Nebraska in many years.  The prize 
fund of $14,150 was the largest purse ever offered in a Nebraska chess event.   
 
Bruce Draney and Rod Malpert were responsible for organizing the event which 
seemed to be enjoyed by everyone who attended.  Tony Dutiel and Ken Fee of 
Kansas City directed the event which ran relatively seamlessly considering all of 
the side activities before, between and after rounds.  Special thanks to Kyle Finley 
who handled media needs throughout the weekend and thanks to all 4 of our 
assistant TDs who ran the demo boards and also helped managed the floor.   
 
The young definitely smacked around many of us older players as Moerlien is only 
16 and players like Irene Fei of Des Moines and Steven Cusumano upset Loren 
Schmidt and Rod Malpert respectively.  Matt Naumann upset both me and Joe 
Knapp.  In total, it truly was an aptly named tournament as 8 state champions 
actually played and numerous State Scholastic Champions as well.  Chess Life 
Online Editor JJ Lang did very well in both the blitz event and the overall 
tournament tying for 2nd in the tournament and tying for 1st in the blitz.  My 
performance was very forgettable but the fun I had will never be forgotten.  I’m 
providing a cross table and a number of the games below.   
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HALL OF FAME CHAMPIONS CELEBRATION 6/1-6/2/2024 
#   Name Rating Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Tot 
 1  Moerlien 2083 W52 W27 W6 W5 4.0 
 2  Solon  2444 W63 W28 W7 D4 3.5 
 3  Kiewra 2363 W70 D9 W22 W16 3.5 
 4  Lang  2077 W17 W30 W31 D2 3.5 
 5  Lacroix 2044 W18 W13 W10 L1 3.0 
 6  Fei  1939 W14 W11 L1 W27 3.0 
 7  Wagner 2046 W24 W15 L2 W32 3.0 
 8  Chess  2241  W12 D16 W45 D9 3.0 
 9  Belashchenko 1924 W39 D3 W44 D8 3.0 
10 Cusumano 1862 W50 W21 L5 W30 3.0 
11 Schmidt 2430 W26 L6 W43 W20 3.0 
12 Hengen 1793 L8 W35 W36 W31 3.0 
13 Polacek 1699 W29 L5 W58 W26 3.0 
14 Gurumoorth i1707 L6 W41 W57 W28 3.0 
15 Naumann 1686 W49 L7 W55 W29 3.0 
16 Seetharaman 1794 W19 D8 W37 L3 2.5 
17 Dong  1772 L4 W42 D23 W45 2.5 
18 PeeksMease 1784 L5 W36 W35 D21 2.5 
19 Root  2000 L16 D20 W50 W33 2.5 
20 Mills  1649 W61 D19 W46 L11 2.5 
21 Malpert 2342 W47 L10 W56 D18 2.5 
22 Iacono 1614 D46 W66 L3 W43 2.5 
23 Adduri 1564 W62 L26 D17 W47 2.5 
24 Hartmann 1726 L7 D43 W48 W44 2.5 
25 Look  1600 L43 D48 W49 W46 2.5 
26 O’Connor 1800 L11 W23 W42 L13 2.0 
27 Stepp  1700 W33 L1 W34 L6 2.0 
28 Perry  2019 W32 L2 W54 L14 2.0 
29 Knapp 1973 L13 W56 W40 L15 2.0 
30 Skipper 1647 W38 L4 W60 L10 2.0 
31 Parthasarathy1583 W48 W70 L4 L12 2.0 
32 Zeisler 1723 L28 W34 W41 L7 2.0 
33 Ring     674 L27 W54 W39 L19 2.0 
34 Holsinger 1224 W40 L32 L27 W56 2.0 
35 Schiff  1507 W57 L12 L18 W59 2.0 
36 Tichacek 1400 W59 L18 L12 W57 2.0 
37 Katem 1471 W55 D47 L16 D38 2.0 
38 Gordon 1765 L30 D44 W67 D37 2.0 
39 Koppinger 1684 L9 W60 L33 W61 2.0 
40 Crown 1583 L34 W62 L29 W58 2.0 
41 Hoffman 1072 W68 L14 L32 W54 2.0 
42Lombard 1400 W69 L17 L26 W55 2.0 
43 Siado  1257 W25 D24 L11 L22 1.5 
44 Pasupuleti 1566 W64 D38 L9 L24 1.5 
45 Smith  1544 W53 D49 L8 L17 1.5 
46 Etheredge 1302 D22 W67 L20 L25 1.5 
47 Roach 1795 L21 D37 W66 L23 1.5 

48 Fee  1104 L31 D25 L24 W68 1.5 
49 Draney 1917 L15 D45 L25 W60 1.5 
50 Solheim 1663 L10 D51 L19 W66 1.5 
51 Alagankancharla1184 L54 D50 L52 W67 1.5 
52 J Slominski 1769 L1 H-- W51 WD 1.5 
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53 G Slominski 1066 L45 H-- W68 WD 1.5 
54 Merritt 1593 W51 L33 L28 L41 1.0 
55 C. Hengen  962 L37 W61 L15 L42 1.0 
56 Reigenborn 1629 W58 L29 L21 L34 1.0 
57 Savage 1039 L35 W68 L14 L36 1.0 
58 Schulze 1351 L56 W59 L13 L40 1.0 
59 Cisneros  UNR L36 L58 W62 L35 1.0 
60  Madduri     675 BYE L39 L30 L49 1.0 
61 Hermance 1379 L20 L55 W69 L39 1.0 
62  Manley   1073 L23 L40 L59 W69 1.0 
63 Buckley    1805 L2 BYE WD WD 1.0 
64 Williams  1255 L44 W69 WD WD 1.0 
65 Kitchin   1999 BYE WD WD WD 1.0 
66 McGowan  1206 D67 L22 L47 L50 0.5 
67 Pressnall  1573 D66 L46 L38 L51 0.5 
68 K. Smith  1510 L41 L57 L53 L48 0.0 
69 Flogstad      UNR L42 L64 L61 L62 0.0 
70 Nelson      1800 L3 L31 WD WD 0.0 

 
Here are some of the key games from the event.   

 

Round 1:   

 

Buckley 1804-Solon 2442 

 

1. d4 d5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Bf4 e6 4. Nbd2 c5 5. e3 Nc6 6. Ne5 Qb6 7. dxc5 Bxc5 8. 

Nb3 Be7 9. a4 a5 10. Bb5 O-O 11. O-O Ne4 12. Nd4 Nxe5 13. Bxe5 f6 14. Bg3 e5 

15. Nb3 Be6 16. Bd7 Bf7 17. Qe2 Rfd8 18. Qb5 Qc7 19. Bf5 Nd6 20. Qd3 Nxf5 

21. Qxf5 Qb6 22. Qf3 Rac8 23. Qe2 Bg6 24. Qb5 Qxb5 25. axb5 b6 26. c3 Bc2 27. 

Nc1 Rc5 28. f4 exf4 29. Bxf4 Rxb5 30. Rf2 Be4 31. Rd2 Bc5 32. h4 Kf7 33. Ra4 

Rg8 34. h5 g5 35. hxg6+ hxg6 36. Kf2 g5 37. Bg3 Re8 38. Ne2 Bxe3+ 39. Kxe3 

Bc2+ 40. Kf2 Bxa4 41. Nd4 Rc5 42. Bd6 Rcc8 43. Nf5 Bd7 44. Ne3 Be6 45. Nc2 

Kg6 46. Nd4 Bf5 47. Nb5 Be4 48. Bc7 Rh8 49. b3 Rh1 50. c4 dxc4 51. bxc4 Bc6 

52. Bxb6 Bxb5 53. cxb5 Rb1 54. Bxa5 Rxb5 55. Bd8 Rbc5 56. Rd6 R8c6 57. Rd4 

Rc2+ 58. Kg3 Ra2 59. Kh3 Rc3+ 60. g3 f5 61. Rd6+ Kh5 (0-1) 

 

Naumann 1764-Draney 1865 

1. Nf3 Nf6 2. g3 g6 3. d3 Bg7 4. e4 d6 5. Bg2 c5 6. O-O Nc6 7. Nc3 O-O 8. Nh4 

Qb6 9. f4 Bg4 10. Qe1 Nd4 11. Qf2 Be6 12. f5 gxf5 13. Nxf5 Bxf5 14. exf5 Ng4 

15. Qf4 Ne5 16. Qd2 c4 17. Kh1 cxd3 18. Nd5 Qd8 19. cxd3 Rc8 20. Qg5 f6 21. 

Qh4 Nc2 22. Nf4 Nxa1 23. Bd5+ Kh8 24. Ng6+ Nxg6 25. fxg6 (1-0) 
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Polacek 1769-Knapp 1929 

 

1. d4 f5 2. Nf3 e6 3. c4 Nf6 4. g3 Be7 5. Bg2 O-O 6. O-O d6 7. Nc3 Ne4 8. Nd2 

Nxc3 9. bxc3 e5 10. e4 f4 11. Nf3 Bg4 12. c5 Nd7 13. cxd6 cxd6 14. Qb3+ Kh8 

15. Qxb7 fxg3 16. fxg3 Nb6 17. dxe5 Bc8 18. Qc6 Ba6 19. exd6 Bxf1 20. dxe7 

Qxe7 21. Bg5 Qa3 22. Rxf1 Qxa2 23. Bh3 Qe2 24. Bf5 Nc4 25. Nd4 Qd3 26. Ne6 

Rg8 27. Qd5 Qxc3 28. Rc1 Qa5 29. Qxc4 (1-0) 

 

Gordon 1735-Skipper 1795 

 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 a6 6. Bg5 e6 7. Bd3 Be7 8. Qd2 

Nc6 9. Nb3 Qc7 10. O-O-O b5 11. Rhe1 h6 12. Bh4 Bb7 13. f4 Nxe4 14. Nxe4 

Bxh4 15. g3 Be7 16. Qe3 Nb4 17. Kb1 Rc8 18. c3 Nxd3 19. Rxd3 d5 20. Nf2 O-O 

21. Ng4 a5 22. Nd4 Bc5 23. Nxb5 Qb6 24. Nd4 Ba6 25. Rd2 a4 26. Ne5 Rc7 27. 

Nd3 Bxd4 28. Qxd4 Qxd4 29. cxd4 Bxd3+ 30. Rxd3 Rfc8 31. b3 axb3 32. axb3 

Rc2 33. h4 h5 34. Red1 Kf8 35. R1d2 Rc1+ 36. Kb2 Ke7 37. b4 R1c4 38. Rb3 

Rb8 39. b5 Rb6 40. Rdd3 Kd6 41. Ka3 g6 42. Rb4 Rc2 43. Kb3 Rc7 44. Kb2 f6 

45. Ra3 Rcb7 46. Ra5 e5 47. fxe5+ fxe5 48. Kc3 e4 49. Ra6 Rxa6 50. bxa6 Rxb4 

51. Kxb4 Kc6 (0-1) 

 

Hermance 1327-Mills 1672 

 

1. e4 c5 2. Nc3 g6 3. f4 e6 4. Nf3 Bg7 5. Bc4 Ne7 6. O-O a6 7. a3 b5 8. Be2 O-O 

9. d3 Bb7 10. Qe1 d5 11. Qh4 b4 12. axb4 cxb4 13. Nd1 dxe4 14. dxe4 Bxe4 15. 

Ng5 Qd4+ 16. Nf2 h6 17. Nxe4 Nf5 18. Qh3 a5 19. Rd1 Qb6 20. Kh1 Nc6 21. 

Ng4 Rfd8 22. Rxd8+ Qxd8 23. Rb1 Rc8 24. Bd3 Ncd4 25. c3 Nb3 26. Nd2 Nxc1 

27. Rxc1 h5 28. Ne5 Qb6 29. Bxf5 exf5 30. c4 Qf2 31. Ndf3 Qxb2 32. Re1 a4 33. 

Qh4 a3 34. Qe7 Rf8 35. Ng5 Bxe5 36. fxe5 a2 37. e6 Qg7 38. exf7+ Kh8 39. Ne6 

a1=Q 40. Nxg7 Qxg7 41. Qe5 Rxf7 42. Qxg7+ Kxg7 43. Rb1 Rb7 44. c5 Kf7 45. 

h3 Rc7 46. Rxb4 Rxc5 47. Kh2 Rc3 48. Rb6 Kg7 49. h4 Re3 50. g3 Re7 51. Rb4 

Kf6 52. Kg2 Re6 53. Rf4 g5 54. hxg5+ Kxg5 55. Rf3 Re4 56. Rf2 h4 57. gxh4+ 

Rxh4 58. Rf3 Ra4 59. Kg3 Re4 60. Kg2 f4 61. Kf2 Kg4 62. Rd3 Rb4 63. Rd2 Rb3 

64. Kg2 Re3 65. Rf2 f3+ 66. Kf1 Ra3 67. Kg1 Kg3 68. Rf1 Ra2 (0-1) 

 

Nelson 1800-Kiewra 2358 

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nc3 d5 3. g3 c5 4. Nf3 cxd4 5. Nxd4 e5 6. Nb3 d4 7. Nb1 Qd5 8. Rg1 

Bf5 9. Bg2 Be4 10. Bxe4 Nxe4 11. N1d2 Nf6 12. Nf3 Nc6 13. c3 dxc3 14. Qxd5 

Nxd5 15. bxc3 e4 16. Nfd4 Nxc3 17. Nxc6 bxc6 18. Bd2 Nd5 19. Rc1 Kd7 20. 

Nc5+ Bxc5 21. Rxc5 Rhb8 22. Bc1 a5 23. Kd2 Rb5 24. Ba3 Rxc5 25. Bxc5 Rb8 

26. Rc1 f5 27. h4 g6 28. Ba3 e3+ 29. fxe3 Nf6 30. Kd3 Ne4 31. Rg1 Rb5 32. Kc2 

h5 33. Bb2 Ke6 34. Bd4 Rb4 35. a3 Rb8 36. Ba7 Rb7 37. Bd4 a4 (0-1) 
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Round 2:   

 

Fei 1982-Schmidt 2406 

 

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 c5 3. c3 e6 4. Bf4 Nc6 5. e3 cxd4 6. exd4 Be7 7. Nbd2 O-O 8. 

Bd3 d6 9. O-O e5 10. Bg3 Bg4 11. Qc2 exd4 12. Nxd4 Nxd4 13. cxd4 Rc8 14. 

Qb3 Be6 15. Bc4 Rxc4 16. Nxc4 Qc7 17. Rac1 Rc8 18. Qa4 Bxc4 19. b3 b5 20. 

Qa6 Nd5 21. bxc4 bxc4 22. Rfe1 Nb6 23. a4 Bf8 24. a5 Nd7 25. Rc3 Qd8 26. 

Bxd6 Nb8 27. Bxb8 Rxb8 28. Rxc4 Bb4 29. Rec1 Qg5 30. Rc8+ Bf8 31. h3 Qf4 

32. d5 Rb2 33. Qxa7 h5 34. Rxf8+ Kh7 35. Qe3 Qd6 36. Rxf7 Qxd5 37. Rxg7+  

(1-0) 

 

Cusmano 1945-Malpert 2322 

 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 a6 6. Bg5 e6 7. f4 Be7 8. Qf3 

Qc7 9. O-O-O Nbd7 10. g4 b5 11. Bxf6 Nxf6 12. g5 Nd7 13. f5 Bxg5+ 14. Kb1 

Ne5 15. Qh5 Qe7 16. Nxe6 Bxe6 17. fxe6 g6 18. exf7+ Kxf7 19. Qh3 Kg7 20. Nd5 

Qa7 21. Qa3 Rhd8 22. h4 Bh6 23. h5 Qc5 24. hxg6 hxg6 25. Qh3 Rh8 26. Qe6 

Raf8 27. Nc3 Rf6 28. Qe7+ Nf7 29. Bd3 Rf2 30. Rhf1 Rf8 31. Rxf2 Qxf2 32. Rf1 

Qd4 33. Qb7 Kg8 34. Qxa6 b4 35. Nb5 Qe5 36. Qa4 Bf4 37. Qxb4 g5 38. Nc3 g4 

39. Nd5 Ng5 40. Qb7 Kh8 41. Qd7 Nf3 42. Rh1+ Bh2 43. Qxg4 Rf7 44. Qh3+ 

Kg8 45. Qc8+ Kg7 46. Qg4+ Kf8 47. Ne3 Rf4 48. Qc8+ Kg7 49. Nf5+ Kh7 50. 

Qd7+ Kh8 51. Qd8+ Kh7 52. Nxd6 Rh4 53. Qd7+ Kg8 54. Bc4+ Kh8 55. Nf7+ 

(1-0) 

 

Two biggest upsets of the tournament as both Loren and Rod lose.   

 

Stepp 1700-Moerlien 2131 

 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Bxc6 dxc6 5. d3 Bd6 6. h3 Ne7 7. Bg5 f6 8. Bh4 

Ng6 9. Nbd2 Nf4 10. Kf1 c5 11. Nc4 Be6 12. Ncxe5 Bxe5 13. Nxe5 g5 14. g3 Ng6 

15. Qh5 fxe5 16. Bxg5 Qd7 17. Bf6 Rf8 18. Bxe5 O-O-O 19. Bc3 b6 20. a4 Qd6 

21. Rg1 Rf7 22. Rd1 Rdf8 23. Rd2 Qd7 24. Kg2 Qe8 25. b3 Nf4+ (0-1) 

 

Zeisler 1719-Holsinger 1352 

1. d4 g6 2. c4 Bg7 3. e4 d6 4. Nf3 Nf6 5. Nc3 O-O 6. Be2 a6 7. O-O Nc6 8. h3 e5 

9. d5 Ne7 10. Be3 c6 11. Rc1 Qd7 12. Qc2 c5 13. Na4 Qc7 14. Nd2 Bd7 15. a3 

Rab8 16. b4 b6 17. f4 Bxa4 18. Qxa4 Qd7 19. Qb3 Ne8 20. bxc5 exf4 21. Rxf4 

Be5 22. Rff1 dxc5 23. Nf3 Qd6 24. Nxe5 Qxe5 25. Bf4 Qd4+ 26. Qe3 Qxe3+ 27. 

Bxe3 Rd8 28. Rb1 Rb8 29. Bxc5 Rb7 30. Bxb6 f5 31. e5 Nc8 32. Bc5 Rxb1 33. 

Rxb1 Rf7 34. Rb8 Rc7 35. Bd6 Nexd6 36. exd6 Rd7 37. Rxc8+ (1-0) 
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Round 3 

 

Kiewra 2383-Belashchenko 1964 

 

1. d4 Nf6 2. Bg5 d5 3. Nd2 c5 4. Bxf6 exf6 5. dxc5 Bxc5 6. Nb3 Bb6 7. e3 O-O 8. 

Bd3 Nc6 9. Ne2 Re8 10. O-O Be6 11. c3 Bc7 12. Nf4 Ne5 13. Nd4 Nxd3 14. Qxd3 

Qd7 15. Rad1 Rad8 16. Rd2 a6 17. Rfd1 Qd6 18. Nf5 Qe5 19. Ng3 g5 20. Nxe6 

fxe6 21. Qe2 f5 22. Qh5 Qf6 23. Ne2 Qg6 24. Qxg6+ hxg6 25. h3 Kf7 26. Nd4 

Rc8 27. Nf3 Kf6 28. g4 Rh8 29. Kg2 Bb8 30. Rh1 Rh7 31. h4 gxh4 32. g5+ Kf7 

33. Rxh4 Rxh4 34. Nxh4 Rh8 35. Nf3 Ke7 36. Rd4 Bd6 37. c4 dxc4 38. Rxc4 e5 

39. Ng1 e4 40. f4 Ke6 41. Ne2 Rd8 42. Rc1 Kf7 43. Kg3 Bb8 44. Nd4 Rh8 45. 

Rc5 Rd8 46. a4 Bd6 47. Rc4 Ke7 48. b4 Kd7 49. Rc2 Bxb4 50. Rh2 Bc3 51. Rh7+ 

Kc8 52. Ne6 Rd7 53. Rh6 b5 54. axb5 axb5 55. Rxg6 Rd5 56. Nd4 Bxd4 57. exd4 

Rxd4 58. Rf6 b4 59. Rxf5 Rd3+ 60. Kg4 b3 61. Rb5 Kd7 62. f5 Kc6 63. Rb8 e3 

64. Kf3 Rd5 65. Rxb3 Rxf5+ 66. Kg4 Re5 67. Rb1 e2 68. Re1 Kd6 69. Kf3 (1/2-

1/2) 

Ring 680-Koppinger 1600 

 

1. e4 c5 2. d4 cxd4 3. c3 Nf6 4. e5 Nd5 5. cxd4 e6 6. Nf3 b6 7. Bc4 Bb7 8. O-O 

Qc7 9. Qb3 a6 10. Nc3 Nxc3 11. Qxc3 Bxf3 12. Qxf3 Nc6 13. Be3 b5 14. Bd3 Rc8 

15. Qe4 Nb4 16. Rfc1 Qb8 17. Rxc8+ Qxc8 18. Rc1 Qb8 19. Bb1 Be7 20. a3 Nd5 

21. Bd2 g6 22. Bh6 a5 23. Qc2 Nb6 24. Bg7 Rg8 25. Bf6 Bxf6 26. exf6 d6 27. 

Qc6+ Kd8 28. Qxb5 Qa7 29. Rc6 Nc8 30. g3 a4 31. Bc2 Qd7 32. Bxa4 Na7 33. 

Qb8+ Nc8 34. Rxc8+ Qxc8 35. Qxd6+ Qd7 36. Qxd7# (1-0) 

 

Chess 2283-Bill Smith 1550 

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 g6 3. c4 Bg7 4. g3 c6 5. Bg2 O-O 6. O-O d5 7. Nc3 h6 8. Ne5 e6 

9. b3 Qe7 10. Bb2 Rd8 11. e3 Nbd7 12. Nxd7 Bxd7 13. Qc2 Rac8 14. c5 e5 15. 

Rfe1 e4 16. b4 Nh7 17. a4 Ng5 18. Qe2 h5 19. f4 Bg4 20. Qf2 Nf3+ 21. Bxf3 Bxf3 

22. Nb1 h4 23. Nd2 hxg3 24. hxg3 Bg4 25. Kg2 f5 26. Rh1 Kf7 27. b5 Qc7 28. 

Bc3 b6 29. Bb4 Rd7 30. bxc6 Qxc6 31. Rhc1 Qb7 32. Rab1 Qa6 33. cxb6 axb6 34. 

Rxc8 Qxc8 35. Ba3 Qc6 36. Rb5 Ra7 37. Qf1 Rxa4 38. Rb3 Ke6 39. Qb1 Ra6 40. 

Rb5 Bf6 41. Qb4 Be2 (1-0) 

 

Schmidt-Siado 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 dxc4 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. e3 e6 5. Bxc4 c5 6. Qe2 a6 7. O-O b5 8. Bd3 Bb7 

9. Rd1 cxd4 10. a4 b4 11. exd4 Be7 12. Nbd2 O-O 13. Ne4 Bxe4 14. Bxe4 Nxe4 

15. Qxe4 Nd7 16. Bf4 Nf6 17. Qe2 Nd5 18. Be5 Bd6 19. Rac1 Bxe5 20. Nxe5 Rc8 

21. g3 Qa5 22. Nd3 Rfd8 23. Nc5 Rxc5 24. Rxc5 Qxa4 25. Rdc1 Ne7 26. Rc7 Nf5 

27. Qc4 Qa5 28. Rb7 g6 29. Qc7 Qxc7 30. Rcxc7 (1-0) 
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Round 4 

 

Pasupuleti-Hartmann 

 

1. e4 e5 2. Nc3 Nf6 3. f4 d5 4. fxe5 Nxe4 5. Qf3 Nxc3 6. bxc3 c5 7. Bb5+ Nc6 8. 

Bxc6+ bxc6 9. Ne2 Be7 10. O-O O-O 11. d4 f6 12. exf6 Rxf6 13. Qd3 Rxf1+ 14. 

Kxf1 Qf8+ 15. Kg1 Bf5 16. Qd1 Re8 17. Ng3 Bg6 18. Ba3 cxd4 19. Bxe7 Qxe7 

20. cxd4 Qe3+ 21. Kh1 Bxc2 22. Qc1 Qxd4 23. h3 Bg6 24. Nf1 c5 25. Nd2 Re2 

26. Nb3 Qf2 27. Qg5 c4 28. Qxd5+ Bf7 29. Qd8+ Re8 30. Qd4 Re1+ 31. Rxe1 

Qxe1+ 32. Kh2 cxb3 33. axb3 Qe7 34. b4 Qc7+ 35. Kg1 Qb6 (0-1) 

 

Lacroix-Morlien 

 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. cxd5 exd5 5. Bg5 Be7 6. e3 c6 7. Bd3 O-O 8. Nge2 

h6 9. Bh4 Nbd7 10. O-O Ne4 11. Bg3 f5 12. f3 Nxg3 13. Nxg3 f4 14. exf4 Rxf4 

15. Nce2 Rf8 16. f4 Bd6 17. f5 Qh4 18. Rf3 Nf6 19. Qc2 Bd7 20. Raf1 Rae8 21. 

h3 Bxg3 22. Nxg3 Qxd4+ 23. Kh1 Re3 24. Ne2 Qb6 25. Nf4 Rfe8 26. Rxe3 Qxe3 

27. Ng6 b6 28. Rf2 Qe1+ 29. Kh2 Qb4 30. Re2 Qd6+ 31. Kh1 c5 32. Rxe8+ Bxe8 

33. Qe2 Bxg6 34. fxg6 c4 35. Bf5 Kf8 36. g4 b5 37. h4 d4 38. g5 Qd5+ 39. Kh2 

Qxf5 40. gxf6 Qxf6 41. Qe4 d3 42. Kg3 d2 43. Qa8+ Ke7 44. Qxa7+ Ke8 45. 

Qb8+ Qd8 46. Qxb5+ Ke7 47. Qe5+ Kf8 48. Qe6 Qc7+ 49. Kh3 d1=Q 50. Qf5+ 

Ke8 (0-1) 

 

Chess-Belashchenko 

 

1. e4 e6 2. f4 d5 3. e5 c5 4. Nf3 Nc6 5. d3 Qc7 6. g3 f6 7. Qe2 fxe5 8. fxe5 Nge7 

9. Bh3 Ng6 10. Bf4 Be7 11. c3 O-O 12. Qe3 Bd7 13. O-O b6 14. d4 Rf7 15. Bg5 

Raf8 16. Bxe7 Ncxe7 17. Nbd2 Nf5 18. Bxf5 Rxf5 19. Ng5 Qd8 20. Rxf5 Rxf5 21. 

h4 h6 22. Ngf3 Qf8 23. Rf1 Qc8 24. Ne1 Rxf1+ 25. Nxf1 Bb5 26. Nd2 cxd4 27. 

Qxd4 Qc7 28. Nef3 Be2 29. Kf2 Bd1 30. Ke1 Bc2 31. c4 Ne7 32. cxd5 Nxd5 33. 

Qc4 Qxc4 34. Nxc4 Bb1 35. a3 a5 36. Nd4 Kf7 37. Ke2 Ke7 38. Ne3 Be4 (1/2-

1/2) 

 

Root-Ring 

 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7 4. e4 d6 5. Be2 O-O 6. Be3 c5 7. d5 e6 8. e5 Ne8 9. 

Nf3 f6 10. exd6 b6 11. dxe6 Bxe6 12. Bf4 Rf7 13. Nb5 a6 14. Nc7 Ra7 15. Nxe6 

Qd7 16. Nxg7 Kxg7 17. O-O Nc6 18. Qd2 h5 19. h4 Qe6 20. Qe3 Nd8 21. Rad1 

Rad7 22. Rd2 Nxd6 23. Rfd1 Nxc4 24. Bxc4 Rxd2 25. Rxd2 Qxc4 26. Rxd8 Qxa2 

27. Qe8 (1-0) 
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Nebraska State Championships Qualifier Event was held in Omaha at UNO on 

May 18, 2024.  Five qualifiers were chosen to represent Nebraska in August at the 

National Invitational Tournaments in Virginia.   

 

Nebraska State Qualifier 5/18/2024 

K-12 Division (Denker Qualifier)  

# Name Rating Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Tot 

1 Zeisler 1723 W6 W5 D3 W4 3.5 

2 Hoffman 1072 W3 L4 W5 W6 3.0 

3 Kolli 1585 L2 W6 D1 W5 2.5 

4 Shively 1380 L5 W2 W6 L1 2.0 

5 Snyder UNR W4 L1 L2 L3 1.0 

6 Jayanti 1008 L1 L3 L4 L2 0.0 

Senior Division (Irwin Qualifier) 

# Name Rating Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Tot 

1 Kisicki 1922 W3 W2 W4 3.0 

2 Solheim 1663 W4 L1 W3 2.0 

3 Look 1600 L1 W4 L2 1.0 

4 Benetz 1200 L2 L3 L1 0.0 

K-8 Division (Barber Qualifier) 

# Name Rating Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Tot 

1 T Jessop 1664 W8 W10 W4 W2 4.0 

2 Seetharaman 1794 W11 W6 W3 L1 3.0 

3 Hengen 1793 W7 W4 L2 W5 3.0 

4 Pasupuleti 1566 W12 L3 L1 W7 2.0 

5 Petersen UNR L10 W8 W6 L3 2.0 

6 W. Jessop 951 W9 L2 L5 W11 2.0 

7 Kalamadagu 774 L3 W12 W10 L4 2.0 

8 Subhas 641 L1 L5 W11 W12 2.0 

9 Bruss 517 L6 L11 W12 W10 2.0 

10 Bitterman 877 W5 L1 L7 L9 1.0 

11 Schlotfeld 766 L2 W9 L8 L6 1.0 

12 Madduri 675 L4 L7 L9 L8 1.0 
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State Qualifier  K-5 Division (Rockefeller Qualifier) 

# Name Rating Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Tot 

1 Gurumoorthi 1707 W11 W4 W3 D2 3.5 

2 Parthasarathy 1593 W14 W7 W5 D1 3.5 

3 Kolli 1279 W10 W6 L1 W8 3.0 

4 NAlagankancharla 1184 W12 L1 W8 D7 2.5 

5 Zhuang 1138 W15 W9 L2 D6 2.5 

6 E Jessop 1096 W13 L3 W10 D5 2.5 

7 Dhanda 927 W16 L2 W15 D4 2.5 

8 Seetharaman 796 W18 W11 L4 L3 2.0 

9 S Sarathkumar 820 W17 L5 W12 L11 2.0 

10 Maruvada 738 L3 W13 L6 W16 2.0 

11 P Gundabolu 667 L1 L8 W16 W9 2.0 

12 Sa Sarathkumar 513 L4 W18 L9 W17 2.0 

13 R Gundabolu 405 L6 L10 W18 W15 2.0 

14 Pallepati 695 L2 L16 L17 W18 1.0 

15  Lanka 503 L5 W17 L7 L13 1.0 

16 Bokka 413 L7 W14 L11 L10 1.0 

17 S Alagankancharla 128 L9 L15 W14 L12 1.0 

18 Jaeger 101 L8 L12 L13 L14 0.0 

 

 

Girls Division (Haring Qualifier) 

# Name Rating Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Tot 

1 Adduri 1564 W4 W2 W3 3.0 

2 Kantem 1471 W3 L1 W4 2.0 

3 Hengen 962 L2 W4 L1 1.0 

4 Vanaparti 924 L1 L3 L2 0.0 

 

 

*Update:  Zeisler, Jessop, Guru, Adduri and Scott Look all played in the national 

event in Virginia which just concluded on July 30th.  Full report in next Gambit. 
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The Second Riverfront Invitational Tournament 

 

 The first one was so successful, that Steven Cusumano decided to organize a 

2nd Riverfront Invitational.  On Saturday May 11th, eight of Nebraska’s strongest 

active players were invited to a 3-round event at the riverfront.  Players ranged in 

rating from 2068 (Lacroix) to 1738 (Peng Dong).   

 Joe Knapp won the event with a final score of 2.5-.5.  Steven Cusumano and 

Ryan Peng Dong tied for 2nd with 2-1.  Joe’s only blemish was a draw versus Jerry 

Slominski in Round 1.  He came back to beat Ryan Peng Dong in round 2 and 

closed out with a win against Aaron PeeksMease.  Below is the cross table of the 

event.   

 This was the 2nd tournament of this type organized by NSCA President 

Steven Cusumano, but it’s a very cool idea and because the players are all rated 

1700 or above, the quality of the games in every round is generally better.   

 

2nd Riverfront Open Omaha 5/11/2024 

 

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rd3 Total 

1 Knapp 1966 D7 W3 W6 2.5 

2 Cusumano 1857 L6 W8 W5 2.0 

3 Peng Dong 1738 W8 L1 W7 2.0 

4 Lacroix 2068 L5 D7 W8 1.5 

5 L. Hengen 1778 W4 D6 L2 1.5 

6 PeeksMease 1770 W2 D5 L1 1.5 

7 J. Slominski 1766 D1 D4 L3 1.0 

8 Davidson 1789 L3 L2 L4 0.0 
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The Summer Open 6/29-6/30/2024 

 

 The Summer Open was held at the Fairfield Inn near 173rd and Center here 

in Omaha on June 29-30th.  A nice crowd of 45 players turned out for the open and 

it included 3 Masters and several experts.  Due to space considerations, I am not 

putting another cross table in this issue although I will probably put it in the 

Omaha Chess Archive.  At the end of 5 rounds there was a tie for first between 

Puwit Sky Moerlien of Kansas and Tim McEntee of Missouri who drew in round 5 

and finished with 4.5-.5.   

 

 An RBO on Saturday afternoon drew another nice crowd of 35 players.  The 

event was directed by Seetharaman Renganathan of Chess Rockerz.  Seetharaman 

asked me to give a special chess presentation to the more inexperienced players 

attending the RBO before the start of the event, so I brought one of our new demo 

boards and demonstrated king opposition.   

 

 Former State Champion Joseph Wan played in the regular event but finished 

behind the winners in what was a very strong tournament.  Wan did win the 

Sunday blitz event however which drew about 15.  The Fairfield Inn is a fairly nice 

place to hold events, but it is a bit expensive and if Seetharaman continues to 

attract 85 players (including the RBO) the facility may be too small to handle that 

big of a crowd. The RBO had to be played in the hotel breakfast room.  As long as 

the hotel doesn’t mind that’s great but they might eventually dislike the idea of 

their entire dining area being taken up by chess players.   Such is the dilemma of 

an organizer.  Space is getting more and more expensive and attendance is never 

guaranteed.  Two-day tournaments cost double (usually) and one day tournaments 

sometimes don’t draw as well, due to the faster time controls or limited numbers of 

rounds.   

 

 Nebraska is lucky to have a directors and organizers willing to spend the 

time and effort to run events like this.  Seetharman has an event called the Fall 

Open scheduled for late September and it will be FIDE rated, so he’s hoping to 

draw an  even bigger crowd to the same hotel.   
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The Joys of Online Chess Play, a cartoon by Heath Draney 
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HUMOROUS CHESS STORIES: WHO ARE THOSE UNKNOWN GM’s or IM’s 

on Board 6?   

 

 This story once again was told to me by the late, great Wayne Pressnall of 

North Platte always a great source for funny stories.  Fifty-five years ago in the 

summer of 1969, Lincoln hosted the U.S. Open in Lincoln on 9th and P the site of 

the Lincoln Hotel (then owned by Bennett Martin).  The hotel was later sold to 

Hilton and they demolished it and built a brand new hotel at the very same 

location.  In 1975, the U.S. Open returned to Lincoln and was held at the new 

Hilton on the same corner.  This story comes from the 1969 event which attracted 

over 300 players including GM Pal Benko, GM Robert Byrne and GM Arthur 

Bisguier, as well as a host of other strong players of the time.   

 This story involved a bizarre series of events that caused some humorous 

confusion to several of the top players in attendance.  The event was directed by 

one of USCF’s most colorful and well-known directors, George Koltanowski.  The 

story begins with a Nebraska player named Stan Boehr who thought that he could 

register on site for the event.   

 Back in 1969, pairings were done by hand on pairing cards and in a 

tournament with over 300 players, late entries could be a real headache so when 

Stan showed up and paid to play it caused some technical problems because 

Koltanowski had already paired the first round and adding in a new player would 

have meant redoing all the pairings.  However, Tom Brakke of Lincoln had been so 

busy helping set up the boards and pieces in the tournament hall that he had 

forgotten to register as well.  So Kolti did the obvious, he paired Stan Boehr vs. 

Tom Brakke.  Then a new problem arose, there was no place for them to play their 

game because every board was filled.   

 On Board 6 a strong SM by the name of Martinovsky had managed to beat 

his opponent in only 6 moves, so both players quickly left, leaving the Board 6 slot 

open and quickly Koltanowski escorted Boehr and Brakke to the open spot and 

they began to play and play quite fast for a U.S. Open tournament game.   Most of 

the top players had not even noticed the Martinovsky game had ended so quickly.  

Suddenly, they saw two guys playing on that board that they didn’t even know but 

they just assumed they had to be GM’s or IM’s to be playing on a board that high.   
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 In particular GM Bisguier became so interested in the game that he came 

over after every several moves in his own game and began taking copious notes on 

the Boehr-Brakke game in a tiny notebook. Bisguier was not the only one, as the 

game began attracting lots of attention from other top-rated players.   

 Wayne always wanted to see what exactly Bisguier wrote down in his notes 

about a game between Tom Brakke and Stan Boehr of Nebraska.  It would have 

been very interesting to see.   

 Incidentally, Pal Benko won the event and later also tied for first in the 1975 

event.  It was very special to hold the Champions Celebration in the very same 

hotel as the 1975 event was held and in the same exact location that the original 

Lincoln Hotel once stood.   

 Based on the cross table and the final standings I can pretty much assure you 

that Brakke actually won the game as he was already a strong player even though 

he was still in high school at Lincoln East.   
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A Voice From the Past:  Former Lincoln Legend Bart Lewis Sends his Greetings to 

Nebraska.   

 I recently got into contact with former Lincoln chess player and promoter, 

Bart Lewis.  I asked him for a Gambit article and he obliged by sending this 

humorous story from his days in Lincoln.  

 Bart, who is now 89, ran an advertising agency along with his partner Rich 

Bailey, called Bailey-Lewis & Associates that was instrumental in promoting the 

1975 U.S. Open in Lincoln at the same hotel where we just held the Champions 

Celebration (then a Hilton).   

 

 Bart served on the board of the Lincoln Chess Foundation and also was able 

to garner the use of space at a downtown business to use their phones to conduct 

telephone chess league matches after hours back in the mid 1970’s.  During his 

days in Lincoln Bart played in the Midwest Open as well as numerous Lincoln 

City Championships.   

 

 He was an active over the board player as well and was quite talented 

reaching Class A during his time in Lincoln.  I knew Bart and Rich Bailey from 

their friendship with my boss at the State and Cinema I&II theaters and they used 

to come in and go to lunch all the time and would often stop to banter and joke 

around.  Rich Bailey still lives in Lincoln in fact although Bailey Lewis and 

Associates was sold and renamed after Bart retired.  Thanks to Bart and Rich’s 

promotional efforts they even convinced my boss to have me sign some free movie 

passes for the USCF to give out to players and organizers and Pal Benko (who won 

the 1975 event) came in one night on one of those passes and I even talked to him 

and told him I was a big fan.   

 Here is the email that Bart just sent to me, recollecting a humorous moment 

from a Lincoln City Chess Championship where the players played the entire game 

with the board turned at a 90 degree angle and a black square in the right corner 

instead of a white square. .   
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 “First, hello to my many chess friends from Nebraska. My wife Linda and I 

are currently spending the summer in the tiny village of Cold Creek, Nevada. At an 

altitude of 6,800 feet the summers here are pleasantly cool. About October or so 

we will head back to Bastrop, Texas where we spend each winter.   My chess 

organizing and playing days are behind me now (I'm 89) although I do still teach a 

few local beginners.” 

 

    “Here is a great memory from my days in Lincoln.  One interesting night 

around 1960, the annual city tournament had just begun. Among the participants 

(and favorites to challenge Aleks Liepnieks) were Kenwood Opp and Vladimir 

Rhinoha) (excuse the misspelling). Both were strong A players and neither cared a 

wit about book openings.” 

 

 “I arrived at the club a bit late and their game was already a half dozen or so 

moves along.  I remember studying the board and asking a fellow observer what 

opening it was. He didn't know. In fact, no one really could have known because 

the board was turned sideways.”  

 

 “So apparently the unpleasant task at hand was up to me to rectify. 

Silently, I gently tapped the lower right corner of the board with my finger. 

"VOT ARE YOU DOING?" yelled Vladimir. "DIS IS TOURNAMENT GAME! 

GO AVAY!"” 

  

 “So, I did and they continued the game with the board positioned 90 degrees 

"off" (black square at bottom right).  As I remember they actually finished the 

game that way. (draw I think. I suggested 1/3 point each), but, hey, chess is 

supposed to be fun and they weren't going to let something as trivial as the 

arrangement of squares on the board lessen their enjoyment.” 

 

Best,  

 

Bart 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

 

 The next issue of the Gambit will be current and will cover July 1st to 

September 30th of 2024.  Included will be cross tables and games from the 

Cornhusker State Games, the Wilkins Cup and the Fall Open.  As usual I would 

like to make my pitch to readers to contribute games and articles to this 

publication.   

 

 I’d like to thank Bart Lewis for sending me an article and it was great to hear 

from Bart again after all of these years.  The tournament schedule is getting quite 

full and it’s important for organizers and directors to check with NSCA officials to 

make sure they are not scheduling events right on top of other people’s events.  We 

are doing a great job of offering all sorts of chess play for people of all ages and 

abilities, but it can cause hard feelings if people don’t check first before they 

schedule events.  It’s hard enough to not conflict with neighboring states, 

especially like Iowa, Kansas and Missouri.   

 

 I’m not talking only about rated tournaments, but ALL chess related events.  

We have a lot of informal unrated but special chess events held in central and 

western Nebraska.  For example, Beatrice just hosted an IM visiting from Austria 

on a Monday night in July.  Kearney just hosted a lecture and presentation by 

Nebraska’s highest rated player, Nathan Solon.  Jack Roegner, Crystal Harral, 

Vince Jodoin and Eric Ring are trying to drum up interest out there and it’s tough 

not to be drowned out by events going on in Lincoln and Omaha.   

 

UPCOMING CHESS EVENTS:  8/1-9/30/2024 

 

8/24/2024-Back to School Scholastic and Open at Millard North Middle School in 

Omaha.  Open is USCF rated 4 round G30/d5, Scholastic has both a rated and an 

unrated section. EF: $20.00 Open, $15.00 Scholastic Rated, $12.00 Scholastic 

Unrated.  Contact Seetharaman Renganathan of Chess Rockerz. 

 

9/14/2024-Nebraska State Rapid and Blitz Championships at UNO.  Rapid 6 

rounds G/10+2, Blitz 10 games 5 rounds G/3+2.  EF $30.00, Contact Steven 

Cusumano  

 

9/28-29/2024-Fall Open 5 Rounds in Omaha.  Location TBD: Open $80.00, RBO 

Saturday only EF $30.00.  Open is FIDE rated as well as USCF rated.  Contact 

Seetharaman Renganathan of Chess Rockerz.   
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A Photo Montage from the Hall of Fame Champions Celebration on 5/31-6/2/2024 

(Photos courtesy of the Lincoln Chess Foundation and AVDude Photography.  

Usable with permission). 

  

Dan Draney, Ted Herman and John Stepp Rod Malpert, Keaton Kiewra and Tom O’Connor 

  
 Patron Awards    Young Rising Stars 

   

 \ 

Alexey Root, Ben Munson and      Bruce Draney hands out awards 

John Rose       

 

 

 

      27 

 



 

 

   
 John Hartmann          Emcee Rod Malpert 

 

  
   Keaton vs Guru     Draney vs Malpert

  
 Draney vs Skipper    FM Schmidt vs Iacono 
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 Williams vs McGowan     Aaron PeeksMease 

    
     Stepp vs Hoffman    O’Connor vs Lombard 

  
Look vs Draney, Solheim vs Root   2023 Senior Champ Jerry Slominski 
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