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Forward by current Gambit Editor Bruce Draney

In examining the history of the Gambit I noted with pride that Nebraska is one of
the few states that has produced a chess newsletter for what is now over 60 years.
As all of you are aware the Covid pandemic of 2020-2021 disrupted lives
worldwide and nowhere was the pandemic any more devastating to an activity than
it was to over the board chess play.

It would have been highly dangerous and irresponsible to host state sponsored over
the board chess tournaments in 2020 after March as people were terrified to even
go to the grocery store or to public places. The idea of playing in a chess
tournament was beyond ludicrous for all but the most daring.

My good friend for over 50 years, Kent Nelson who was Gambit editor during this
time wisely chose to suspend Gambit editing partly for common sense safety
reasons and partly because there was simply not enough chess news of interest to
fill up issues.

Fast forward to 2025, however and the 2-year long gap without any Gambits also
seemed to call to me to at least retroactively produce a couple of short Gambits
documenting the events that WERE held during this 2-year period so that in the
future we can continue to say that the Gambit continuously published issues from
1964 into the future and we will also have historical records that people can look at
when they want to know who won the events that did happen in this time period.

After discussing it with Kent, he told me to do it if [ wanted to, so I present to you
the retrospective Gambit of the 2020 Nebraska chess year.



2020 NSCA Scholastic Team Championship 2-22-2020.

The NSCA hosted the only State Championship of 2020 on February 22" in
Omaha. The event was directed by Omaha Chess Community President Michael
Gooch with assistance from Venkata Kolli and Dan Willis. There were 3 sections
of rated chess including a K-3, a K-6, and a K-8. Apparently, there were no high
school teams that entered. The event drew a healthy 78 players.

The K-3 section drew 17 and resulted in a 4-way tie for first by teammates
Matthew Duong, Garret McGill, Kolby Tran and Hudson Brandl all with 4-0. I’'m
unsure what school they attended but none of them played one another so it is safe
to assume they were all from the same school.

The K-6 section drew 25 and a team composed of Kenton McGill (4.0), Matthew
Hellbusch (4.0), Miles McGill (3.0) and Michael Gibson (3.0) won the team title.
Again, if anyone knows what school they represented please let me know.

The K-8 section drew 36 and was won by Sanjay Rajjan, and Sai Kolli who were
both teammates and finished with 4.0 along with Jamie Tran who took 3™ with 3.5.
Again, what school they represented is unknown at this point.

2020 Scholastic Team Championship K-3 Section

# | Name Rating | Rnd1l | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Total
1 | Duong 849 W6 |W8 [WII |[W7 140
2 | McGill UNR [WI14 W17 |[W8 | WI2 |4.0
3 | Tran 627 W15 | W12 |[WI3 |[W6 4.0
4 | Brandl 404 W16 | WI3 [|WI12 | W11 4.0
5 | Fernandes 120 Bye |LI11 |[|WI17 |[WI3 |3.0
6 | Miller UNR |L1 Wi5 |W9 |L3 2.0
7 | Slater UNR |LI3 |WI4 [WI0 |L1 2.0
8 | Saxena 154 Wo | LI L2 W17 2.0
9 | Lampe UNR | L8 W16 | L6 Wi4 2.0
10 | Maruvada UNR |L12 |Bye |L7 WI5 2.0
11 | Kolli 141 D17 |W5 |L1 L4 1.5
12 | Patch 175 W10 | L3 L4 L2 1.0
13 | Marroquin UNR |W7 |14 L3 L5 1.0
14 | Seetharaman | UNR | L2 L7 Wi6 | L9 1.0
15 | Polamraju UNR |L3 L6 Bye |L10 [1.0
16 | K Tran UNR |L4 L9 L14 |Bye |1.0
17 | J. Miller UNR |DI1 |L2 L5 L8 0.5




2020 NSCA Scholastic Team Championship K-6 Section.

# | Name Rating |Rndl |Rnd2 |Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Total
1 | K. McGill 641 Wi6 | W22 | W3 W38 4.0
2 | Hellbusch 549 W17 | WI9 | W8 W10 4.0
3 | J. Johnson UNR W10 | W21 |L1 W9 3.0
4 | M. McGill 587 Wil |W7 |L10 W13 3.0
5 | Wisnieski 619 L19 |WI3 |[Wl16 | W1l [3.0
6 | Gibson UNR W15 | L9 W12 |[W19 3.0
7 | Nayak 107 W25 |14 W9 W15 3.0
8 | Guenther 603 W18 | W23 |L2 L1 2.0
9 | Hardin 573 W14 |[W6 |L7 L3 2.0
10 | Adduri 443 L3 W17 | W4 L2 2.0
11 | Marroquin UNR L4 W14 | W21 |L5 2.0
12 | Carde 521 L23 | WI8 |L6 W20 2.0
13 | Parks UNR W20 | L5 W22 | L4 2.0
14 | Ulrich UNR L9 L11 [|W24 | W21 [2.0
15 | Blakeney 204 L6 W25 |W23 | L7 2.0
16 | Belmares 102 L1 Bye |L5 W25 2.0
17 | Vanchynathan | UNR L2 L10 | D18 W23 | 1.5
18 | Cuellar UNR L8 L12 | D17 W22 | 1.5
19 | White 210 W5 L2 D20 L6 1.5
20 | King 132 L13 | W24 |DI19 L12 1.5
21 | Jayanti 348 WF | L3 L11 L14 1.0
22 | B. Wisnieski | 306 W24 | LI L13 L18 1.0
23 | Cosimano UNR WI12 | L8 L15 L17 1.0
24 | Summers UNR L22 |L20 |LI14 Bye 1.0
25 | Schroeder UNR L7 L15 |Bye L16 1.0




2020 NSCA Scholastic Team Championship K-8 Section

# | Name Rating | Rnd1l | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Total
1 |Rajjan 1548 | W17 | W26 | W13 | W5 4.0
2 | Kolli 1512 |W28 |W9 (W6 |W4 40
3 | Tran 1025 | W25 |DI2 | W26 |WI3 |35
4 | Kumar 1257 | W19 | W10 | W8 L2 3.0
5 |Prakapchuk |1216 |[W20 | W27 |W7 |LI 3.0
6 | Guliev 942 | W22 | W16 |L2 W17 3.0
7 | Vidal 855 | W21 | W14 |L5 Wi6 [3.0
8 | Anderson 794 | W32 W24 |14 WI18 [3.0
9 | Shively 711 W34 | L2 W12 |WI14 [3.0
10 | Wisnieski 693 | W30 |L4 WF | WI9 [3.0
11 | Vanchynathan | UNR | L14 | W22 | W32 |WI5 |3.0
12 | Maruvada 642 | W35 D3 L9 W26 |2.5
13 | Xu 1090 | W29 | W15 |LI L3 2.0
14 | Bensel 553 | WIIl |L7 w24 | L9 2.0
15 | Woodrich 662 | W31 |[L13 |W20 |L11 |2.0
16 | Becker 599 | W36 | L6 W25 | L7 2.0
17 | Deter 438 | LI W23 | W21 |L6 2.0
18 | A. Bensel 555 | L24 | W32 | W29 |LS8 2.0
19 | Sakthi 380 | L4 W30 |W27 |L10 [2.0
20 | Walker 323 | L5 W35 |L15 | W30 [2.0
21 | Reyes 231 | L7 W36 |L17 | W27 [2.0
22 | Teeters 239 | L6 L11 | W33 [W31 |20
23 | G. Bensel 101 |L26 |L17 |W35 |W29 [2.0
24 | Kane UNR |WI18 | L8 L14 |D25 |1.5
25 | Heaton 317 | L3 W33 |L16 | D24 |1.5
26 | Korus 781 | W23 | L1 L3 L12 |1.0
27 | Guliev 665 | W33 |L5 L19 |L21 |1.0
28 | Combs 425 | L2 W34 |LF WD |1.0
29 | Brandl 319 |L13 | W31 |LI8 |L23 |1.0
30 | Dorado UNR |LIO |L19 [W36 |L20 [1.0
31 | Ayers UNR |L15 |L29 | W34 |[L22 |1.0
32 | Briones 166 |LS8 L18 |L11 |Bye |1.0
33 | Scott UNR |L27 |L25 |[L22 | W35 [1.0
34 | De La Cruz UNR | L9 28 |L31 | W36 |1.0
35 | Theisen UNR |L12 |L20 |L23 |L33 [0.0
36 | Fix UNR |L16 |L21 |L30 |L34 [0.0




SECC March G/60, 03/07/2020

The only other over the board rated chess tournament of 2020 was held in Lincoln
on March 7%, at Southeast Community College on 89™ and O Street. The event
was directed by then NSCA President John Hartmann. There was both an Open
and an Under 1200 section. Twenty-two played in the Open section and ten played
in the Under 1200 section. Joe Knapp and Joe Friar tied for first in the Open with

3.5-.5 and Logan Henning won the Under 1200 section with 3.5-.5.
SECC March G/60 Open Section

# | Name Rating | Rndl | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Total
1 | Knapp 2066 | W14 (W12 | W6 | D2 3.5
2 | Friar 1735 | WI13 | W10 | W11 | DI 3.5
3 | Revesz 2050 | WI16 | L6 W8 | WI1 | 3.0
4 | Belashchenko | 1904 |L15 | W16 | WI13 | W10 | 3.0
5 | Hartmann 1776 |L18 | WI19 | W14 | W12 (3.0
6 | Iacono 1583 | W21 W3 |LI1 D8 2.5
7 | Beavor 1605 | U-- | W21 | W16 | 2.5
8 | Nelson 1832 | D17 |WI18 |L3 D6 2.0
9 |J.Slominski |1755 |% D17 | W15 |WD (2.0
10 | Stepp 1745 | W20 | L2 W17 | L4 2.0
11 | Mills 1687 | WI19 | W15 | L2 L3 2.0
12 | Solheim 1654 | W22 | L1 WI18 | L5 2.0
13 | Gizel 1555 | L2 W20 | L4 W18 | 2.0
14 | Sater 1522 | L1 W22 | L5 W21 2.0
15 | Chandrasekar | 1431 |W4 |LI11 |L9 W19 | 2.0
16 | Kolli 1521 | L3 L4 W20 | L7 1.0
17 | Caplan 1425 | D8 D9 L10 |WD |1.0
18 | Naumann 1328 | W5 |L8 L12 |L13 |1.0
19 | Siado 1251 |LI1 |LS5 W22 |L15 | 1.0

20 | Kumar 1255 |L10 |L13 |L16 |Bye |1.0

21 | Calamari 962 L6 Bye |[L7 L14 |[1.0

22 | Xu 1063 |L12 |L14 |[L19 |[WD |[0.0




SECC March G/60 Under 1200 Section

# | Name Rating | Rnd1l | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Total
1 | Henning 831 W6 |W4 | W2 Vs 3.5
2 | M. Lunquist | 871 W7 W5 |LI W4 3.0
3 | A.Chen 637 | W10 | W8 |14 W5 3.0
4 | Willis 1099 |W8 |LI1 W3 L2 2.0
5 | Guliev 952 |W9 |L2 W6 | L3 2.0
6 | Faucher 989 | L1 W7 |L5 W9 2.0
7 | E. Chen UNR | L2 L6 W9 | D8 1.5
8 |N.Lunquist | 400 |L4 L3 Bye | D7 1.5
9 | Kolli 165 |L5 W10 | L7 L6 1.0
10 | Perkins UNR |L3 L9 WD |WD ]0.0




SCARY TIMES AND A LOOK BACK 50 YEARS AT HAPPIER TIMES
A reflection by current Gambit Editor Bruce Draney.

It was easily the scariest time I can remember in my lifetime and the scariest thing
was there didn’t seem to be any end to the fear for months. I will never forget this
because the spring of 2020 was my final year in the classroom as a special
education teacher at Benson High.

It was in February of that final semester that we begin hearing ominous reports
about the Corona Virus aka Covid 19. While most of us thought it would just be
yet another story that would never really manifest itself, reality began to creep in as
the first cases began to appear in the United States and soon in early March the
first case in Nebraska was reported in a woman who had attended a basketball
tournament in Fremont.

The Omaha Public Schools had its last day of school that year on Friday March 6.
We all went home for spring break. Little did I realize that I would never teach
another day in the classroom (at least not up to the present) and that in person
classes would be canceled for the rest of the year because of the danger. Not only
that [ made a serious mistake and went to a crowded Social Security office on
Monday March 9" and although I didn’t catch Covid, there were probably 100
people in the waiting room and several of them were coughing.

My older brother Dan called me to let me know my mom’s nursing home was
going to probably lock down for the safety of the residents by Wednesday. I didn’t
want to endanger my mom who was within 11 days of her 95™ birthday and
because I’d just possibly been exposed in my visit to the Social Security office, I
never got the chance to visit her in person until the night of her death on July 31
when she was alive but unconscious.

I had already scheduled my spring break trip to Denver, even though the virus was
already spreading even here in Nebraska. My trip to Denver was fun but worry
and fear was starting to creep in. I managed to visit some museums and sing some
karaoke on Friday night March 13" right before places closed due to the dangers.
On Saturday night [ went to a small BBQ restaurant in Denver I thought would be
a fairly safe and an uncrowded spot to at least enjoy supper on Saturday night.
Ironically there was only one family and myself in the restaurant, but several of
these people in that family were coughing and hacking.

7



I spent the rest of Saturday night March 14" in my hotel room and the closures and
cancelations began to roll in nationwide including back in Nebraska. Governor
Ricketts announced the College World Series would be canceled and the NCAA
canceled its men’s and women’s basketball championships. 1 was frankly worried
they might close the Nebraska-Colorado border, trapping me in Colorado. The
next morning, I headed home stopping only once for gas and lunch and staying as
far away from others as possible.

I arrived back home safely and didn’t drive my car anywhere for 3 weeks. School
was canceled for the rest of the year and it was bizarre to work every day from
home and I only interacted with fellow faculty members and students by email or
video conference calls.

Although I wasn’t actively involved in over the board chess play at this point in my
life, I can see now that tournament chess was devastated by the pandemic and
many players turned to playing online if at all.

Kent Nelson told me he didn’t want to report on online chess events and so the
Gambit suspended publication partly because promoting tournament chess might
endanger people’s lives and partly because as one can see from this issue that only
two rated chess tournaments took place during 2020 and really not even in the first
few months of 2021.

Now that it’s been almost 5 years since those scary days, it almost seems surreal
that it ever happened at all. The final page of this issue is going to look back at a
happier time that occurred 50 years prior in 1970. I feature a report on the 1970
State Scholastic which was held in Lincoln at the UNL Student Union. Enjoy the
flashback.



Chess in Nebraska 50 Years Ago the 1970 State Scholastic

Most people are unaware that Nebraska was one of the first states to actually run a
State High School Championship in history. In fact, Nebraska’s statewide high
school championship actually began 4 years before the first National High School
Championship was held in 1969 which incidentally was won by Nebraska Hall of
Fame legend John Watson.

In 1965, Hall of Famer Bud Narveson of Lincoln who was a prominent member of
the Lincoln Chess Foundation and was also an English professor at UNL decided
to organize a state-wide high school championship where schools would send
teams to compete in both a USCF rated division and an unrated division. The
winner of the rated division would earn the title of State High School Team
Champion.

He rented the UNL Student Union Ballroom sent out notices about the event in the
Gambit and high schools responded enthusiastically. Omaha Central won the first
team championship in Nebraska history. The event was nearly always held in
February or March of the Spring semester of a school year.

The tournament became so successful by 1973 that it was decided to drop the
unrated high school division altogether and add Junior High and Elementary school
sections. A college Champion was also crowned if there were college students
playing in the Open section.

In this article we look back to exactly 50 years ago to the year 1970 just for fun
and to see how chess was doing back then. Let’s take a trip down memory lane to
happier times 50 years ago.



1970 Nebraska State Scholastic March 7, 1970, Lincoln Nebraska at UNL

Student Union.

# | Name School Rndl |Rnd2 |Rnd3 |Rnd4 |Rnd5 | Total
1 | Dan Draney | L.East WIi2 [|Wl16 | W17 | W7 D3 4.5
2 | Tom Brakke | L.East Wil | W9 D3 D4 W7 4.0
3 |DaveBlack |C.Prep | W31 | W5 D2 W8 D) 4.0
4 |RickKohn |L.High |DI3 |WI10 |[|WIl6 |D2 W38 4.0
5 |Rich Chess |OSouth |W29 |L3 W22 |[W19 | W17 [4.0
6 | B.Gewinner | C.Prep W32 | W20 |L8 W24 W12 4.0
7 | Ted Herman | L.High |W24 |W21 |WI13 |LI L2 3.0
8 | V. Brethour |ScottsB | W33 | WI5 | W6 L3 L4 3.0
9 |M. Berreth |L.High |W30 |L2 D24 | W14 |D10 |3.0

10 |J. Treantos O.Cent |D28 |14 W23 | W27 | D9 3.0

11 |J. Conwell C.Prep L2 W30 | W28 |LIS W27 3.0

12 | E. Blanchard | N.Platte | L1 W32 | W20 |[W21 |L6 3.0

13 | L. Olson N.Platte | D4 W28 | L7 D17 | W21 [3.0

14 | Bill Smith L.East L21 | W33 |WI8 |L9 W22 3.0

15 | Mike Chess | O.South | W22 |LS8 D19 | WIl |DI8 3.0
16 | C. Smith LSEast |Bye |LI1 L4 W30 | W23 3.0
17 | C.Blocker |L.SEast |W23 |WI18 |LI D13 |L5 2.5
18 | M. Hepburn | L.High |W26 |L17 L14 W25 | DI5 2.5
19 | D.Greenwalt | N.Platte |L27 |W29 |DI5 L5 W20 [2.5

20 | Steve Davis | O.Cent. | W25 |L6 L12 W31 |LI9 2.0

21 | Tom Prenger | O.Cent. |WI14 |L7 W27 | LI2 L13 2.0

22 | C. Milton O.Cent. |L15 |W31 |LS5 W29 |LI14 2.0

23 | J. Spellecy | C.Prep L17 | W25 |L10 W32 |LI16 2.0

24 | J. Herstein L.NorthE | L7 W26 | D9 L6 D28 2.0

25 | Neil Reeves | N.Platte |L20 |L23 W33 | LIS W31 2.0

26 | Greg Sasse | L.East LI8 [L24 L31 Bye W33 2.0

27 | Jim Haas ScottsB | WI9 | Bye L21 L10 LI11 2.0

28 | John Chain | ScottsB |DIO |L13 L11 W33 | D24 2.0

29 | Mark Schaaf | ScottsB | L5 L19 Bye L22 W30 [2.0

30 | Dan Gray N. Platte | L9 LI11 W33 | LIS W31 2.0

31 | Dan Kahler | L.NorthE | L3 L22 W26 | L20 LF 1.0

32 | Don Barry L.NorthE | L6 L12 L30 123 Bye 1.0

33 | Wes Schmidt | L.NorthE | L8 L14 L25 L.28 L26 0.0
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1970 Nebraska Scholastic Open Division

# | Name City Rating | Rndl | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Total
1 | S. Morrison Bellevue | 2150 W4 | W5 |[W2 W6 4.0
2 | B. Narveson | Lincoln 1870 W8 W6 | LI W5 3.0
3 | G. Nixon Offutt 1619 DI0O | W8 |L5 W7 2.5
4 | W. Hogan Lincoln 1539 L1 W10 | D7 W8 2.5
5 | Schellenberger | Scottsbluff | 1663 w9 | L1 W3 L2 2.0
6 | W. Pressnall Schuyler | 1560 W7 L2 WIO0 |LI 2.0
7 | M. Seidell Lincoln UNR | L6 W9 | D4 L3 1.5
8 | Stan Boehr Schuyler UNR | L2 L3 W9 L4 1.0
9 | David Malone | Offutt UNR |L5 L7 L8 W10 | 1.0

10 | S. Pezzillo Lincoln UNR | D3 L4 L6 L9 0.5

The Challenger Division was unrated but drew 50 players making total attendance
93. Not bad for a tournament only its 6™ year.

High School Codes and Total Points of top 4 teammates from a school.
Lincoln East 13.5

Creighton Prep 13.0

Lincoln High 12.5

North Platte 10.5

Omaha Central 9.0

Scottsbluff 9.0

Omaha South 7.0

Lincoln Southeast 5.5

Lincoln Northeast 5.0

1970 State High School Champion was my older brother Dan Draney who won a
stipend to attend the 2" National High School Championship in New York City at
the Hotel McAlpin.
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COVID CHESS
By Tony Dutiel

In the Fall of 2019, the Covid outbreak began. So ended most over the board
chess as well for a couple of years. My last Nebraska Chess tournament was The
Southroads Mall Open held 9/21/19. Here we were playing chess in the hallway
of a rundown mall having no clue what was about to sweep across the globe. My
usual Friday chess hangout, Camolot Chess Club, suspended meeting as it was
deemed too dangerous considering most of its members were upwards of 60 years
old. In the coming months we would see an explosion in online chess like never
before. Personally, though, I never stopped playing!

The primary place I found chess competition and enjoyment was Cigarz Lounge.
I can't recall who told me about Cigarz, but I am sure glad I found it. Located in
the Lincoln Haymarket district, Cigarz is a bar where one can find adult beverages,
a wide variety of Cigars to purchase, and permanently set up chess boards on tables
nestled between comfy leather chairs and couches. Why chess at a Cigar lounge
you may ask? The owner, Stacy Williams is a chess enthusiast who welcomed us
with open arms during covid. We would have unrated chess tournaments which
were free to enter, and offered Cigarz gift cards as prizes. While I was usually the
top ranked player in a lot of these events, some known Nebraska USCF rated
players also attended like Ben Fabrikant, Doug Grande, and JJ Lang. We would
play a 4 or 5 round Swiss depending on the number of players. While we averaged
around 10, we would get as few as 4, and as many as 16! 1 made the trek to
Lincoln nearly every Monday night in 2020, playing over 200 games there.

In September of 2020, The States Cup league play began. This online chess
league was played using the Lichess platform and featured match play format
between State formed teams. 1 eagerly joined team Nebraska. Finally, I was able
to play high level players from across the country! The first match I played in was
against our southern neighbor, Kansas. My opponents included both Sheshappa
brothers, Ryan Duan, and Kevin Xu. I only scored 1.5-2.5, but I had a blast
playing. Several titled players participated including GM Michael Rohde and 9
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time NE state champ, Keaton Kiewra. Minnosota was my toughest match. Their
team featured all experts and masters including rising star Alice Lee, who crushed
me. I did manage to win one game after my expert opponent, Jordan Timm,
overlooked a double attack on f7. His position crumbled with his king stuck in the
center and all my pieces coming alive. See game below.

My first over the board tournament in over a year was the Red River open, held in
Oklahoma City on December 19-20, 2020. Cigarz sponsored me paying for my
hotel and entry fee. Throughout the tournament I wore a Cigarz polo and face
mask which was required of all players. I tried taking advantage of my 1798 rating
(In the above mentioned Southroads Open, I had dropped below 1800 for the first
time in years.), and played in the Amateur section. In the 2nd round I was paired
against a fellow Nebraskan, Jerome Tichacek. After gaining the initiative in the
middlegame, Jerome was able to trade off most of my pieces. I eventually
prevailed in a long R+N endgame (See game below.). I would ultimately lose to
the eventual winner, Ryan Blackman from Arizona, who was also a former A
player.

My next tournament was the New Year Open held in Kansas City, KS. Brian
Yang set up strict rules which not only required players to wear a mask at all times
in the hotel (Including hallways.), but also took your temperature upon entering the
playing room EACH round. I had a good tournament defeating Ankith Sheshappa
1956, whom I lost to in the States Cup match against Kansas. In the final round I
was paired against another Nebraskan, Chad Forsman. Facing a must win situation
to finish in the money, neither of us wanted a friendly draw. After misplaying the
black side of an Evans Gambit, I lost the exchange. Never one to give up, [ was
able to push my queenside pawns down the board to victory with the support of my
2 bishops. See game below.

Over the board chess definitely changed post Covid. With the explosion of
online play, there are more underrated players than ever before suddenly appearing
in tournaments with deceptively low pre covid ratings. Rated play in Nebraska
didn't start back up for me until May 2022 when I directed the Omaha City
Championship. During that gap between September 2019 and May 2022, there
were only two events total in Nebraska in 2020 and until the Cornhusker State
Games in July of 2021, there were NO tournaments at all in between.



[Event "New Year Open 01/02/2021]
[White Forsman, Chad 1857]
[Black Dutiel, Tony 1798]

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Bc4 Nc6 4. O-O Be5 5. b4 Bxb4 6. ¢3 Be7 7. d4 d6

8. Qb3 O-0 9. Ng5 Qe8 10. f4 Na5 11. Bxf7+ Rxf7 12. Qxf7+ Qxf7 13. Nxf7
Kxf7 14. fxe5 dxe5 15. dxe5 Nc4 16. ext6 Bxf6 17. Na3 Be6 18. Rbl b6 19. Nxc4
Bxc4 20. Rf3 Rd8 21. Ba3 Rd3 22. Rxd3 Bxd3 23. Rd1 Bb5 24. Kf2 Bxc3 25. Rcl
Bd4+ 26. Kf3 ¢5 27. g4 Kf6 28. h4 Ke5 29. Rd1 Bc6 30. Rel b5 31. Re2 b4 32.
Bcel ¢4 33. Bf4+ Ke6 34. Rd2 Be5 35. Re2 ¢3 36. Becl Ba4 37. Rg2 g6 38. h5 Be8
39. hxg6 Bxg6 40. Bg5 Bd6 41. Be3 a5 42. Bb6 a4 43. Ba5 KeS5 44. Rgl Bxe4+
45. Ke2 c2 46. Kd2 Be7 47.g5 Kf5 48. Kcl b3 49. axb3 axb3 50. Kb2 Bxg5 51.
Rxg5+ Kxg5 52. Bd2+ Kg4 53.Bh6 Kh5 54. Bf4 Bd5 55. Kcl Kg6 56. Kb2 h5 57.
Kcl Kf5 58. Bh2 Kg4 59. Kd2 Kf3 60. Be5 h4 61. Kc1 h3 0-1

[Event "Red River Open"]
[Date "2020.12.19"]

[White Dutiel, Tony 1798]
[Black Tichacek, Jerome 1400]

1.e4c52.¢3d63.d4 cxd4 4. cxd4d Nf6 5. Nc3 a6 6. Nf3 e6 7. Bg5 Be7

8. Bd3 O-0 9. O-O b5 10. e5 dxe5 11. dxe5 Nfd7 12. Bxe7 Qxe7 13. Qe2 Nc5 14.
Bc2 Bb7 15. Racl b4 16. Ne4 Nxed 17. Bxe4 a5 18. Rfd1 Bxed 19. Qxe4 Na6 20.
Rd6 Nc7 21.Qb7 Nd5 22. Rd7 QeS8 23. Ng5 Rb8 24. Qc6 Rc8 25. Qxc8 Qxc8 26.
Rxc8 Rxc8 27. g3 Rf8 28. Ra7 h6 29. Ne4 Rc8 30. Rxa5 Re2 31. b3 Kh7 32. Nd6
Kg6 33. Ra7 Rc7 34.Rxc7 Nxc7 35. f4 Nd5 36. Nc4 Kf5 37. a3 bxa3 38. Nxa3
Nb4 39. Nc4 g5 40. Nd6+ Kgb6 41. Kf2 g4 42. Ke3 h5 43. Kd4 6 44. exfo Kxf6
45. Kc4 Nd5 46. Kd4 h4 47.Nc4 hxg3 48. hxg3 Kf5 49. Ne3+ Nxe3 50. Kxe3 e5
51. fxe5 Kxe5 52. b4 Kd5 53.Kf4 1-0

[Event "States Cup week 4"]

[Date "2020.10.05"]

[White "Dutiel, Tony 1798]

[Black "Timm, Jordan 2015]

1.e4 c62.d4d5 3. exd5 cxd5 4. c4 dxcd 5. Nc3 Bf5 6. Bxc4 Nf6 7. Qf3 Bce8
8.Nge2 Nc6 9. Be3 Bg4 10. Qg3 Bxe2 11. Nxe2 Ne4 12. Qf3 Qa5+ 13. Nc3 Nxc3
14.Qxf7+ Kd8 15. Bd2 Qb4 16. Bxc3 Qb6 17. O-O h5 18. Rfel h4 19. d5 Nb4 20.
d6 Nc6 21. dxe7+ Bxe7 22. Radl+ Kc7 23. Qf4+ Kc8 24. Be6# 1-0
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Closing Thoughts and a Forward to the 2021 Retrospective.

In the next month, I plan to produce a 2021 Gambit Retrospective. In 2021 over
the board chess resumed in the latter part of the year as the first Covid vaccines
lessened the danger and people began to feel more comfortable going out in public.

A special thank you to Tony Dutiel who provided me an article about his chess
playing during the pandemic and also supplied me with three games from the
period. Tony played in a lot of chess tournaments despite the risks that many were
unwilling to take. He told me recently he played in a rated event in Kansas City as
well as in many events at the Cigarz Lounge in downtown Lincoln. His article
sheds an interesting perspective on this frightening period.

Some final thoughts about 2020. It is almost surreal to think about it now in
retrospect. So many chess traditions were ended or interrupted by the pandemic.
There was no State Closed in 2020, so for the first time in over 100 years there was
no Nebraska State Champion. There was no Midwest Open and no Great Plains
Open. Although there was a State Team Scholastic Championship which is
reported in this issue there was not an individual State Scholastic, nor was there an
Omaha or a Lincoln City Championship in 2020.

In addition, there was no College World Series in June, there was no men’s or
women’s NCAA basketball tournament, and many small businesses, like bars,
restaurants and mom and pop stores folded and never came back. We can only
hope that we never experience anything like it again. Chess of course survived and
surged back stronger than ever once it was safe to play again. This completes my
2020 Gambit Retrospective. Stay tuned for the 2021 issue coming soon.
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