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Forward Into the Past by Current Gambit Editor Bruce Draney

Welcome back to everyone to my second Gambit Retrospective issue
chronicling Nebraska chess during the Covid years of 2020-2021. My first issue
focused on the worst year ever for over the board chess, 2020. There were only 2
rated events held in the state in the entire calendar year and both of those occurred
in the first 3 months of the year.

As explained in the last retrospective issue [ was NOT the Gambit editor
during this horrifying time. My good friend Kent Nelson was and he chose not to
publish anything because he was afraid it might encourage people to play and risk
their lives.

I took over as Gambit Editor in February of 2024 and produced 4 quarterly
issues for 2023 and 4 more quarterly issues for 2024. It bothered me however to
see a two-year absence of any written documentation of Nebraska chess events,
especially considering the Gambit had always produced at least one issue per year
(and usually more) for over 60 years. So, about a month ago I proposed to write up
a historical review of the two Covid years, four to five years after the fact.

I didn’t want to do anything without asking Kent’s permission as he is our
most legendary Gambit Editor ever having served in that capacity for 20 years. He
gave me his approval to proceed, but if he had asked me not to, I would have
respected that decision.

So forward into the past as this issue takes a look at chess in 2021 as the
world began to recover from the Covid pandemic. Covid vaccines finally became
available by the spring of 2021 and by the summer organizers, directors and
players began to feel more comfortable playing over the board chess again. In total
from late March of 2020, until mid-July of 2021 no rated events happened in
Nebraska an unprecedented 16-month period.

One of the unintended consequences of no live tournaments however, was
the explosion of online play and internet chess. Online sites like Lichess and
Chess.com thrived and players of all ages played thousands of games and many of
them became quite good with all of the available resources at their disposal.

For us “boomers” who tended to shy away from what seemed like
meaningless online skittles games it gave those players that DID utilize those
resources a decided advantage as they learned tactics, endgames, and openings and
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when over the board play resumed some of them stunned us older folks who saw
1100 and 1200 players playing more like 1600 and 1700 players. They no longer
fell for book traps and instead frequently played openings which they had studied
in their online games and we now have several players under 16 who are right up
there amongst the top active players in the state. At least two strong players are
under age 10.

In my opinion the online practice games led to rating deflation as players
rated only 1100-1300 are vastly underrated and older players can no longer assume
anything about a player’s ability based on a vastly deflated rating that was earned
two or three years ago before the pandemic began.

Plus, those people who didn’t play online were mostly inactive for almost 2
years and this put them at another disadvantage against players who had played
over 1,000 quick or blitz chess games online and learned lots about tactics,
openings and end games.

It was fitting that the very first rated Nebraska tournament after 16 months
was the annual Cornhusker State Games which also happens to now be the 2
oldest Nebraska Open chess tournament. The games first accepted chess as a
competitive event in 1987. The only Nebraska open event older is the Midwest
Open.

The Cornhusker State Games are run by the Nebraska Games Council, but
the chess competition is organized by someone affiliated with the NSCA or
Nebraska chess. For a number of years in its infancy it was organized and directed
by Mike Nolan, but now days, Michael Gooch of the Omaha Chess Community
runs it and it has been held for the last number of years at Southeast Community
College on 8900 O Street in Lincoln. Medals are awarded in 4 sections but now
days only the Open section is USCF rated.

In 2021, the event drew a very respectable 44 players in the rated Open
section. I have no way of knowing about total attendance since only the Open
section was rated, but my guess would be close to 120 players total probably took
part in the event. So forward into the past as we look back 4 years ago to chess
happenings in 2021.



The 2021 Cornhusker State Games were held on July 17-18, 2021 in
Lincoln, Nebraska at Southeast Community College. The event was directed by
Michael Gooch of the Omaha Chess Community with assistance from Venkata
Kolli. I can only publish the results from the Open section as the other 3 sections

were not USCEF rated.

2021 Cornhusker State Games-Open Section:

7/17-18/2021, Lincoln NE

# | Name Rating Rdl Rd2 Rd3 | Rd4 | Rd5 | Total
1 | Belashchenko 1892 W17 | W36 D19 | WI0 | W4 | 45
2 | Buckley 1857 W38 | W28 Vs WI19 | W8 | 45
3 | Lang 2077 W24 | L10 W33 | Wi4 | WI2 | 4.0
4 | Lacroix 1924 W40 | WIS W14 | WI12 | L1 4.0
5 | Cusumano 1824 W34 | L23 W38 | W20 | WI5 | 4.0
6 | lacono 1641 L21 W41 W37 | W11 | W13 | 4.0
7 | O’Connor 1866 W30 | L19 D35 | W33 | W23 | 3.5
8 | Ward 1749 W22 | W35 23 W26 | L2 3.5
9 | Stepp 1732 W39 | L26 W44 | D23 | W19 | 3.5
10 | Solheim 1572 W44 | W3 Vs L1 W26 | 2.5
11 | Knapp 2065 L23 W34 W28 | L6 WI8 | 3.0
12 | Osborne 1890 W32 | Wi6 W23 | L4 L3 3.0
13 | Reeves 1858 L26 W29 W32 | Wi6 | L6 3.0
14 | Mills 1685 W41 | W21 L4 L3 W28 | 3.0
15 | Reigenborn 1623 W31 | L4 W39 | W27 | LS 3.0
16 | Kolli 1519 W25 | L12 W21 | L13 | W29 | 3.0
17 | Russell 803 L1 L32 Bye | W31 | W24 | 3.0
18 | Look 1603 D42 L20 W30 | W35 | L11 | 25
19 | Caplan 1452 W29 | W7 D1 L2 L9 2.5

20 | Downing 1454 D33 W18 D26 | L5 D25 | 2.5

21 | Rankin UNR W6 L14 L16 | D24 | W35 | 2.5

22 | Jordan 1260 L8 L27 23 W42 | W33 | 2.5

23 | Henning 1050 W11 | W5 L12 | D9 L7 2.5

24 | Siado-Castaneda 1254 L3 W44 W42 | D21 | L17 | 2.5

25 | Petersen UNR L16 L38 W34 | W32 | D20 | 2.5

26 | Erickson 951 W13 | W9 D20 | L8 L10 | 2.5

27 | Wenz 2000 L35 W22 W40 | L15 | WD | 2.0

28 | Naumann 1350 W43 | L2 L1l | W39 | L14 | 2.0

29 | Leibhart UNR L19 L13 W41 | W38 | L16 | 2.0

30 | Revier UNR L7 L37 L18 | W41 | W39 | 2.0

31 | Martinez UNR L15 L40 W43 | L17 | W38 | 2.0

32 | Jella UNR L12 w17 L13 | L25 | W43 | 2.0

33 | Jafari UNR D20 W42 L3 L7 [22 | 1.5

34 | Servant UNR L5 L11 [25 | D43 | W42 | 1.5

35 | Lilly 733 W27 | L8 D7 L18 | L21 | 1.5

36 | Beavor 1620 W37 | L1 WD | ---- o 1.0

37 | Etheredge UNR L36 W30 L6 WD | ---- 1.0

38 | Stanga UNR L2 W25 L5 L29 | L31 | 1.0

39 | Houston UNR L9 W43 L15 | L28 | L30 | 1.0

40 | Murphy 852 L4 W31 L27 | WD | ---- 1.0

41 | Torres UNR L14 L6 L29 | L30 | Bye | 1.0

42 | Tichacek 1400 D18 L33 L24 | L22 | L34 | 0.5

43 | Rauenhorst UNR L28 L39 L31 | D34 | L32 | 0.5

44 | Butler 1222 L10 L24 L9 WD | ---—-- 0.5




Omaha Open

The 2" major event of 2021 was held on September 4t" and 5%, 2021. It was run by an affiliate
out of Chicago, IL called All American Chess and was directed by Lawrence Cohen. This event
was NOT the official Omaha City Championship as there was no Omaha City Champion at all in
2021. The event drew 33 players, including 6 in the Elite section and a respectable 27 in the
Premier section. The Elite Section was won by JJ Lang. The Premier Section was won by Max
Cao.

Omaha Open Premier Section 9/4-9/5/2021

# Name Rating | Rdl Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Total

1 JJ Lang 2064 | W5 W4 w3 w2 4.0

2 Aayush Wadhwa 1526 w3 W5 w6 L1 3.0

3 Lawrence Cohen 2000 L2 Wé L1 Bye 2.0

4 Matt Buckley 1873 W6 L1 WD -—-- 1.0

5 Mark Kende 1843 L1 L2 WD -—-- 0.0

6 Sai Kolli 1518 L4 L3 L2 -—-- 0.0

Omaha Open Premier Section 9/4-9/5/2021

# Name Rdl Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5 Total
1 Max Cao 1139 w25 W18 W10 W3 4.0
2 Jerome Tichacek 1400 w8 L7 w22 W4 3.0
3 Adam Fenn 1284 Wil W14 W6 L1 3.0
4 Irene Fei 1183 W13 W5 w7 L2 3.0
5 Samanvi Kantem UNR W26 L4 W9 W16 3.0
6 Zhe Fei 1030 w2l w9 L3 w12 3.0
7 Ananya Wadhwa 842 W22 w2 L4 W10 3.0
8 Karthik Jella 930 L2 w25 W13 W14 3.0
9 Steve Tomlinson 1446 W24 L6 L5 W18 2.0
10 Zenith Sharma UNR W19 W16 L1 L7 2.0
11 Siva Kolli 909 L3 L22 w17 w21 2.0
12 Mihir Maruvada 783 L18 W15 w21 L6 2.0
13 Kaushal Srirangam UNR L4 w24 L8 W25 2.0
14 Tamara Dovodja 636 W23 L3 W19 L8 2.0
15 Ishaan Palanivel UNR L16 L12 W23 w22 2.0
16 Joaquin Siado 1272 W15 L10 D18 L5 1.5
17 Chris Etheredge 1393 Y L19 L11 W24 1.5
18 John Brejda UNR W12 L1 D16 L9 1.5
19 Steven Jacobs 1402 L10 W17 L14 | - 1.0
20 Bennett Snodgrass UNR W27 WD - - 1.0
21 Ahsan Ullah UNR L6 w23 L12 L11 1.0
22 Bingyi Wang 101 L7 W11 L2 L15 1.0
23 Claire Wang UNR L14 L21 L15 Bye 1.0
24 Srihaas Yeluri UNR L9 L13 D25 L17 0.5
25 Tim Gilloon UNR L1 L8 D24 L13 0.5
26 Matthew Duong 862 L5 WD - - 0.0
27 Andrew Duong 101 L20 WD - - 0.0




Lightening the Stress of the Covid Pandemic-A Humorous Chess Story by
Bruce Draney. “The Man Who Lost to Bye by Forfeit”

This story is in all fairness attributed to good friend and SM Loren Schmidt,
now of Yakima, Washington. He shared it with me back when we were frequent
participants in not only chess but in all sorts of games and activities. Despite the
bizarre title this story is absolutely true. There really WAS a player who lost by
forfeit to Bye. How is this possible you might ask? Well, this is the story.

Back in the 1970’s, there was a player from Indiana whose actual name was
Richard Bye. He was not a strong player probably about 1100 or 1200 at the time
but his last name was a source of frequent confusion.

Thus, it was that one day Mr. Bye showed up for a tournament, and in one of
the early rounds his scheduled opponent saw himself paired against Bye. He just
assumed that this meant he had no opponent and would be given a free point, so he
took off and didn’t come back until the start of the next round.

Meanwhile, Mr. Bye sat down to play and after an hour when his opponent
hadn’t shown up, he claimed a forfeit win. He marked the result on the pairing
sheet. When his originally scheduled opponent showed up to play the next round,
he noticed he had been forfeited for not showing up. He only then discovered that
he had NOT received a full point bye, but rather had lost by forfeit to an actual
player named Bye that was playing in the event.

Apparently, this was not the first time that Mr. Bye’s last name had caused
confusion and so whenever Mr. Bye showed up to play directors would announce
that there was an actual person named Bye playing in the event and to double
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check before assuming you were getting a lower-case bye. &

This story never failed to make me laugh no matter how many times I tell it.
Loren added that it was even more hilarious when Mr. Bye actually HAD the bye.
He mentioned that at an event in Des Moines, lowa, Mr. Bye actually received the
bye as the lowest rated player in the lowest score group and the pairing sheet
literally read, “Bye- bye”



The 2021 Closed for the 2019 Chess Calendar Year.

Since the creation of the State Closed in 1981, the event was always held in
the winter or spring of the following year so that all the qualifiers entitled to play
would be known. In effect the 1995 Closed decided the championship between the
qualifiers from the 1994 chess year, and 1996 decided the championship between
the 1995 qualifiers. Covid messed this idea up and the NSCA had to decide how to
proceed after nearly an entirely two years without any Closed at all.

Thus, it was that on October 23-24" of 2021 the NSCA held a Closed
championship to determine who was the 2020 State Champion amongst the 6
qualifiers from the 2019 playing year. The 2021 event was held in Lincoln at the
office of NSCA Lincoln VP John Linscott. The 6 qualifiers from all the way back
in 2019, when a full year of chess competition had last taken place were, John
Linscott, Kent Nelson, Jeffrey Solheim, Kirill Belashchenko, Steven Cusumano,
and Noah Polacek.

At the end of two days of competition, Kent Nelson and John Linscott
shared the title both with 3.5-1.5. Belashchenko and Cusumano tied for 3™ with 3-
2, Polacek scored 1.5-3.5 and Solheim managed .5-4.5. This was Kent’s first State
Championship although he won the Lincoln City Championship an incredible 9
times. It was also John Linscott’s first title although he had played in a number of
Closed Championships over the years.

# | Name Rating | 1 2 3 4 5 6 | Total
1 | Linscott 1812 X | Va Vs 1 1 |35
2 | Nelson 1807 Ya X Ya Va 1 1 |35
3 | Belashchenko | 1906 Va ) X 1 0 1 [3.0
4 | Cusumano 1809 ) ) 0 X 1 1 [3.0
5 | Polacek 1773 0 0 1 0 X a 115
6 | Solheim 1715 0 0 0 0 a X 0.5

See my explanation for how the system of naming the State Closed Champions
changed after the pandemic on page 17 of this issue.



OKTOBERFEST CHESS EVENT 10/30/2021

The largest rated Nebraska tournament of 2021 was the Oktoberfest 2021
event held in Lincoln on October 30™. The event was organized by the Omaha
Chess Community and directed by Michael Gooch, Venkata Kolli and Joaquin
Siado Castaneda and featured chess in 3 sections. The Open section was won by
Nick Lacroix with a perfect 4-0 and drew 12 players. The Reserve section was
won by Logan Henning with 4-0 and drew 16 players. A rated RBO drew an
amazing 50 players and first place was shared by Katelynn Schroller and Samanvi
Kantem both with perfect 5-0 scores. I’m unsure of the location but suspect it was
at Southeast Community College.

Open Section

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Total
1 Lacroix 2035 W9 W11 W5 W3 4.0
2 Nayak 2304 W6 W5 L3 W8 3.0
3 Lang 2084 w7 w4 w2 L1 3.0
4 Sengar UNR W8 L3 W6 D9 2.5
5 Stepp 1700 W10 L2 L1 Wil 2.0
6 lacono 1682 L2 W9 L4 W10 2.0
7 Sai Kolli 1617 L3 L10 Wil Bye 2.0
8 Jafari 1361 L4 Bye W10 L2 2.0
9 Antony 1408 L1 L6 Bye D4 1.5
10 | Patel UNR L5 W7 L8 L6 1.0
11 Koutnik UNR WF L1 L7 L5 1.0
12 Forsman 1828 LF - - - 0.0

Reserve Section

# Name Rating Rndl Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Total
1 Henning 1330 W9 W14 W6 W5 4.0
2 Joel Brejda 1272 Wil W12 D3 W8 3.5
3 Tran 1538 W10 D5 D2 W6 3.0
4 Seward 794 W13 L6 W9 W10 3.0
5 Siado 1200 W8 D3 W12 L1 2.5
6 Naumann 1350 w7 W4 L1 L3 2.0
7 Siva Kolli 1013 L6 W13 L8 W12 2.0
8 Jella 957 L5 W16 W7 L2 2.0
9 Lunquist 964 L1 W15 L4 W16 2.0
10 | Hill 1018 L3 DI11 Wwi4 L4 1.5
11 Pruitt UNR L2 D10 L13 W15 1.5
12 | Matuszeski 1491 W16 L2 L5 L7 1.0
13 | Etheredge 1127 L4 L7 Wil WD 1.0
14 | Schmid UNR W15 L1 L10 WD 1.0
15 | Servant 1115 L14 L9 D16 L11 0.5
16 | John Brejda 1061 L12 L8 DI5 L9 0.5




Oktoberfest RBO (Rated Beginner Open)

# Name Rating | Rnd1l | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Rnd5 | Total
1 | Schroller 1467 W6 W27 | W13 | W10 | W3 5.0
2 Kantem 1128 W41l | W18 | W17 | W8 W10 | 5.0
3 Robinson UNR W12 | Wi4 | W11 | w4 L1 4.0
4 | Snodgrass 612 W5 W37 | W15 | L3 W11 | 4.0
5 Dunaski UNR L4 W20 | W28 | W27 | W14 | 4.0
6 | Srirangam 774 L1 W45 | W35 | W18 | W21 | 4.0
7 | Simmons 893 W25 | L23 W32 | W22 | W17 | 4.0
8 | Adduri 504 W39 | W33 | W23 | L2 W13 | 4.0
9 K. Tran 663 D16 L12 W39 | W40 | W15 | 35
10 | J. Tran 1043 W35 | W31 | W24 | L1 L2 3.0
11 | Anderson 807 W42 | W21 | L3 W16 | L4 3.0
12 | Shively 786 L3 W9 L16 w44 | W31 | 3.0
13 | Fitzgerald 781 W44 | W32 | L1 W29 | L8 3.0
14 | Hellbusch 683 W45 | L3 W44 | W31 | LS 3.0
15 | O’Keefe UNR W20 | W29 | L4 W24 | L9 3.0
16 | Vijayaraghavan UNR D9 W40 | W12 | L11 D24 3.0
17 | Palanivel 584 W38 | W48 | L2 W19 | L7 3.0
18 | Carde 468 W30 | L2 W33 | L6 w28 | 3.0
19 | N. Kantem UNR W22 | L24 W26 | L17 W29 | 3.0
20 | Brandl 487 L15 L5 W50 | W46 | W36 | 3.0
21 | Jayanti 289 W36 | L11 W30 | W23 | L6 3.0
22 | Axel Marroquin 480 L19 W38 | W48 | L7 W32 | 3.0
23 | Duong 851 D40 W7 L8 L21 w41 | 2.5
24 | Sajeesh 110 W47 | W19 | L10 L15 D16 2.5
25 | Fernandes 169 L7 L34 W43 | D37 W38 | 2.5
26 | Alex Marroquin 213 L33 W47 | L19 D38 W40 | 2.5
27 | Fangman 668 W46 | L1 W42 | L5 WD 2.0
28 | Hardin 549 L37 W46 | L5 W42 | L18 2.0
29 | Miller 477 W34 | L15 W37 | L13 L19 2.0
30 | Adamec UNR L18 W36 | L21 W35 | WD 2.0
31 | Nayak 294 W50 | L10 W34 | L14 L12 2.0
32 | Wisnieski 270 W43 | L13 L7 W34 | L22 2.0
33 | Huynh UNR W26 | L8 L18 L41 W46 | 2.0
34 | Bruss UNR L29 W25 | L31 L32 W48 | 2.0
35 | Maruvada 123 L10 W50 | L6 L30 w47 | 2.0
36 | King UNR L21 L30 Bye w48 | L20 2.0
37 | Reynolds UNR W28 | L4 L29 D25 WD 1.5
38 | Pfeifer UNR L17 L22 W45 | D26 L25 1.5
39 | Sathish UNR L8 D41 L9 L45 W50 | 1.5
40 | Kalamadugu 101 D23 L16 w41 | L9 L26 1.5
41 | Egelhoff 142 L2 D39 L40 W33 | L23 1.5
42 | Andrew Duong 101 L11 Bye L27 L28 D43 1.5
43 | Owen Pfiefer UNR L32 L44 L25 Bye D42 1.5
44 | Lauck UNR L13 W43 | L14 L12 WD 1.0
45 | Herndon UNR L14 L6 L38 W39 | WD 1.0
46 | Ethan King 157 L27 L28 W47 | L20 L33 1.0
47 | Odgaard UNR L24 L26 L46 W50 | L35 1.0
48 | Isabelle Pfeifer UNR WF L17 L22 L36 L34 1.0
49 | Gibson 585 LF 0.0
50 | Brown UNR L31 L35 L20 L47 L39 0.0




A Look Back at the History of Chess 30 Years Ago: The 1991 Midwest Open.

Nebraska’s oldest traditional tournament, is the Midwest Open. In 1947,
there was a state chess organization called the Nebraska Chess Association (NCA)
made up of directors, organizers and leaders from the major towns that had chess
clubs: Omaha led by Howard Ohman, Jack Spence, and Al Ludwig, Lincoln, led
primarily by Aleks Liepnieks, and North Platte, led by R.A. Wolcott and Bert
Ellsworth.

For many years the “official” State Championship was held in Omaha and
mostly attracted the strong Omaha players to a round robin or a double round robin
event. Only the strongest players usually showed up and hardly anyone from other
cities took part.

So, in late 1947, the leaders of the NCA voted to hold a Swiss System State
Championship event in order to attract wider participation. The event would be
held over Labor Day weekend of 1948, so that players would have time to travel to
get to the event. This event was originally known as the Nebraska Open. In order
to spread the event around to other places besides Omaha, it was decided to rotate
the event between North Platte, Omaha and originally Hastings, believe it or not.

Because the NCA had not acted until the end of 1947 to create the event they
allowed Omaha to hold the traditional State Championship that had already been
scheduled in the spring of 1948, but then host the first Nebraska Open in North
Platte on Labor Day weekend. While Al Ludwig won the traditional tournament in
Omaha, the winner of the first Nebraska Open was Ludwig’s biggest rival, Lee
Magee.

The 2nd Nebraska Open was held on Labor Day weekend of 1949 this time
in Omaha and Ludwig triumphed. In 1950, the event came to Hastings and
Magee recaptured the crown.

In 1951, the name of the event was changed to the Midwest Open and the
rest as they say, is history. The first Midwest Open that actually had that name was
held exactly 70 years ago this year, and other than 2020 and this year, there has
always been a Midwest Open although after 1981, it no longer decided the
Nebraska State Champion as the Closed replaced it as the official state
championship event. (Editor’s note, while it known now that there was also not a
Midwest Open in 2022, this would not have been known at the time).
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So, 40 years after the first Midwest Open of that name, and thirty years ago
from now, the 1991 Midwest Open was held in Council Bluffs, lowa believe it or
not. Organizer and director was then NSCA President Mike Nolan. The event was
no longer held on Labor Day weekend but was still almost always held in the fall
unlike today where it has bounced around and finally is now consistently held in
the spring, switching places on the calendar with the Great Plains Open.

Although the event no longer determined the Nebraska State Champion, it
was still important as the winner qualified to play in the Closed. The 1991, event
to my knowledge was the only Midwest Open ever held in another state. Although
the 1991 Gambit claims it was held in late November on the 28™-29'" on
Thanksgiving Day and Black Friday, my games scorebook lists the date as
November 23" and 24™ which is almost certainly correct, and it attracted a very
disappointing crowd of only 14 players, including believe it or not, me.

After taking a break from chess between 1982 and 1991, to focus on career
and family I had started playing again in the summer of 1991 and played in the
Cornhusker State Games in July. So, on this cold Saturday morning in November
of 1991, I made my way over to the Holiday Inn in Council Bluffs off of I-29.

Despite the dearth of players, the field was strong and featured two masters,
Zoran Kilabarda of Lincoln and Paul Rohwer of Omaha. NM John Drexel also
played although his rating was now in the 2100°s. Another Expert named David
Landers (2050) played and four A players, Leo Harris, Peter Berger, Mike Carney
and I played. There was absolutely no one rated below Class C and one of the
unrated players of the two who took part was Ed Hamelrath who helped me start
the Omaha Chess Archive and was a B player in anything but name.

As I sat down to play my first-round game, I looked across the board to find
that despite being rated 1839, I was paired against Paul Rohwer 2228 who was a
sophomore in high school still and was the top ranked player in the field.

Despite only drawing 14 players, one of whom only played one game, the
event was somehow still 5 rounds long over two days, since Mike had paid for the
hotel for both days. I finished just slightly above my expected place in 6™ with
2.5-2.5. My wins were against a B player (Vanek) and a C player (Anzalone) and
my draw was against John Drexel. My losses were to Rohwer and Harris.

On the next page, I’ve listed a cross table of the 1991 event as well as one of
my games from the event. Enjoy this journey back into happier times from 30
years ago. 10



1991 Midwest Open-11/23-24/1991
Council Bluffs, IA, Holiday Inn
Directed by Michael Nolan

# Name Rating Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5 Total
1 Paul Rohwer 2228 W6 W5 W9 D2 D4 4.0
2 John Drexel 2112 W13 D9 w3 D1 D6 35
3 David Landers 2050 D7 w4 L2 W1l | w8 35
4 Leo Harris 1905 W8 L3 W6 W5 D1 3.5
5 Peter Berger 1874 w1l L1 w8 L4 D7 2.5
6 Bruce Draney 1839 L1 W7 L4 W12 D2 2.5
7 Michael Anzalone 1477 D3 L6 W12 | L8 D5 2.5
8 Tony Benetz 1423 L4 W12 L5 w7 L3 2.0
9 Zoran Kilibarda 2206 W12 D2 L1 WD - 1.5
10 Mike Carney 1841 2 % D11 WD 1.5
11 Ed Hamelrath UNR L5 w14 D10 L3 L12 1.5
12 Doug Vanek 1628 L9 L8 L7 L6 w11 1.0
13 Michael Nolan 1560 L2 |- | | | - 0.0
14 Joe Verzani UNR | —--- L1 | - e e 0.0

11/24/1991-Midwest Open, Council Bluffs, IA

Round 4

Doug Vanek 1628-Bruce Draney 1839 Center Counter (Scandinavian Defense)

1. e4 ds 15. Qxe4 Nxd4!
2. exd5 Qxd5 16. cxd4  Qxd2
3. d4 Ncb6 17. Rfdl Qg5
4. Nf3 Bg4 18. Rabl ¢6

5. Be2 e6 19. Rb3 Qc5
6. c4 Bb4+ 20. Qel  Rd7
7. Nc3 Qas 21. Rdbl Rfd8
8. Bd2 0-0-0 22. a4 Qf4!*Loses pawn
9. a3 Bxc3 23. Resigns

10. bxc3 ?!* Nf6  *best was Bxc3

11. Ng5 Bxe2

12. Qxe2 Rhf8

13.0-0 h6

14. Ne4?* Nxe4 *drops a pawn
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UNL CHESS TOURNAMENT 11-13-2021

On Saturday November 13", 2021, JJ Lang and Joaquin Siado Castaneda
teamed up to run a successful open chess tournament called the UNL Tournament.
It was held in Lincoln at the University and attracted 36 players. Winner was
Wesley Gizel with a perfect 5-0. Nick Lacroix, Tony Dutiel, Rativardhan Sengar
and Eylon Caplan tied for 2™ with 4-0. It is clear that by the fall over the board
chess was resurging in popularity.

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Rnd5 Total
1 Wesley Gizel 1560 w27 w22 W12 W6 W2 5.0
2 Nick Lacroix 2052 W15 W10 W5 w3 L1 4.0
3 Tony Dutiel 1797 W34 w11 w14 L2 W10 4.0
4 Rativardhan Sengar 1746 W13 L5 W15 W20 W9 4.0
5 Eylon Caplan 1521 W17 w4 L2 W14 W12 4.0
6 Kirill Belashchenko 1897 W26 W20 D7 L1 W16 3.5
7 Matt Matuszeski 1394 W32 w21 D6 L9 W17 3.5
8 Karthik Jella 1024 D18 L9 W35 W28 W20 3.5
9 John Stepp 1702 L21 w8 W34 W7 L4 3.0
10 Jack Rankin 1442 W33 L2 W24 W13 L3 3.0
11 Joaquin Siado 1275 W29 L3 L21 w27 W26 3.0
12 Miles Russell 920 W24 w28 L1 w21 L5 3.0
13 Mihir Maruvada 792 L4 W25 W22 L10 w21 3.0
14 | Thomas Lilly 883 W35 W18 L3 L5 W23 3.0
15 Aydin Larsen 770 L2 w23 L4 W22 W25 3.0
16 Logan Henning 1420 W25 L19 w31 D17 L6 2.5
17 Karnav Patel 1389 L5 W32 W30 D16 L7 2.5
18 John Neu UNR D8 L14 L23 W24 W30 2.5
19 Chad Forsman 1828 W30 W16 WD - - 2.0
20 Matthew Naumann 1335 w23 L6 W29 L4 L8 2.0
21 Logan Hellbusch UNR W9 L7 w11 L12 L13 2.0
22 Ricky Pruitt 992 WF L1 L13 L15 w31 2.0
23 Jack Keller UNR L20 L15 W18 W34 L14 2.0
24 Justin Powers UNR L12 w27 L10 L18 W33 2.0
25 Ben Choi UNR L16 L13 w32 W30 L15 2.0
26 Paul George 733 L6 L29 BYE w31 L11 2.0
27 Josiah Manson UNR L1 L24 W33 L11 W34 2.0
28 Jerry Slominski 1748 w31 L12 % L8 WD 1.5
29 Dylan Cork UNR L11 W26 L20 WD | - 1.0
30 Ishaan Palanivel 593 L19 W35 L17 L25 L18 1.0
31 Josh Manson UNR L28 W33 L16 L26 L22 1.0
32 Zach Cheek UNR L7 L17 L25 BYE | - 1.0
33 Elian Bares UNR L10 L31 L27 W35 L24 1.0
34 Mitra Maruvada 175 L3 BYE L9 L23 L27 1.0
35 Lasya Kalamadugu 157 L14 L30 L8 L33 BYE 1.0
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UNO Booster 21 Tournament

The final chess event of the 2021 Covid year was called the UNO Booster.
It was held at UNO on December 11%, 2021 and was directed by Venkata Kolli,
Michael Gooch and Joaquin Siado Castaneda. The event attracted an outstanding
59 players in 4 sections. The Open drew 17 and resulted in a three way tie between
Nick Lacroix, Doug Grande and John Baltaro all with 3-1. The Under 1600
section drew 16 and was won by Joaquin Siado Castaneda with 3.5-.5. The Under
1200 drew 10 and won by Daniel Willis with 4-0, and the Under 800 section drew
17 and resulted in a three way tie between Royce Zhang, Naveenkumar Kantem
and Drona Jayanti all with scores of 4-1. The event name suggests it was a
celebration of the return of over the board chess and the final end to all the fears of
the Covid years.

UNO Booster 21 Chess Tournament 12/13/2021
Held in Omaha at UNO
Directed by Michael Gooch, Venkata Kolli and Joaquin Siado Castaneda.

Open Section

# | Name Rating | Rndl | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Total
1 | Nick Lacroix 2038 | WI12 | W13 | W5 L2 3.0
2 | Doug Grande 1834 |L13 | WII |W6 |WI 3.0
3 | John Baltaro 1551 | L7 Wi6 |W9 | W8 3.0
4 | Anurag Nayak 2276 | DIl |L8 W17 [WI2 |25
5 | Tony Dutiel 1780 [ W14 | W10 |L1 D6 2.5
6 | Christian Antony 1440 | W8 W7 L2 D5 2.5
7 | Chad Forsman 1831 | W3 L6 W13 |WD [2.0
8 | Travis Elisara 1787 | L6 W4 WIO0 |L3 2.0
9 | Rativardhan Sengar | 1703 |L10 |WI17 |L3 WIl 2.0

10 | Karnav Patel 1309 | W9 L5 L8 W13 2.0

11 | Jerry Slominski 1700 | D4 L2 WIi4 | L9 1.5

12 | Michael Mills 1647 | LI WIi4 |~ L4 1.5

13 | Sai Kolli 1654 |W2 |L1 L7 L10 |1.0

14 | Kenneth Downing | 1448 | L5 L12 |L11 |[WIl6 |1.0

15 | Logan Hellbusch 1190 |Bye |WD |- |- 1.0

16 | Courtney Houston | 1010 | ---- L3 Bye |[L14 |1.0

17 | Scott Look 1600 | ---- L9 L4 WD 0.0
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Under 1600 Section

# | Name Rating | Rnd1 | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Total
1 | Joaquin Siado 1251 | W14 | D4 WII | W8 3.5
2 | Karthik Jella 1309 |W7 | WI5 | D3 D4 3.0
3 | Zhe Fei 1292 | W12 | D2 Wil | 3.0
4 | Chris Etheredge 1056 | W9 | DI W6 | D2 3.0
5 | Irene Fei 1498 | s D8 w9 | D7 3.0
6 | Jack Herges UNR | W13 | DIl |L4 W12 |25
7 | Cole Gideon UNR | L2 W16 | W15 | D5 2.5
8 | Justin Powers 760 | W12 | D5 W10 | L1 2.5
9 | Seth Cope UNR | L4 W14 | L5 W15 |2.0
10 | Tyler Hatfield UNR |LI1 |WI13 |L8 Wi14 | 2.0
11 | Logan Hellbusch 1190 | W10 | D6 L1 L3 1.5
12 | Adittya Parajulee 1309 | LS8 L3 W16 | L6 1.0
13 | Siva Kolli 1025 | L6 L10 |L14 |[WI16 |1.0
14 | Brandon Collins UNR | LI L9 w13 |L10 | 1.0
15 | Andrew Harris UNR | W16 |L2 L7 L9 1.0
16 | Joel Fulton UNR |LI5 |L7 L12 |L13 |0.0
Under 1200
# | Name Rating | Rnd1 | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Total
1 | Daniel Willis 1044 |W6 |W9 |W3 | W5 (4.0
2 | Bennett Snodgrass | 1028 | L3 w4 |W9 W7 |30
3 | Bingyi Wang 667 |W2 | W5 |LI w8 3.0
4 | Mihir Maruvada 997 | D7 L2 W6 |Bye |25
5 | Samanvi Kantem 1018 | W8 |L3 W7 | L1 2.0
6 | Will Anderson 808 | LI Bye |L4 WwWo 120
7 | Andrew Rappolt UNR | D4 W8 L5 L2 1.5
8 | Kaushal Srirangam | 830 | L5 L7 Bye |L3 1.0
9 | Daniel Nelson UNR | WF | LI L2 L6 1.0
10 | Jackson Servant 927 |LF |- | e | e 0.0

14




Under 800 Section

# | Name Rating | Rdl |Rd2 |Rd3 |Rd4 |Rd5 | Tot
1 | Royce Zhang 473 W8 | L2 WIi4 | WI0O W3 4.0
2 | Naveenkumar Kantem | 502 W7 | WI L3 W15 |[W6 (4.0
3 | Drona Jayanti 463 W17 |W10 |W2 |W9 |LI 4.0
4 | Jason Shen 667 D16 | W5 LI0 |WI3 |WO |35
5 | Kevin O’Keefe 670 |DI14 | L4 Wil | W12 [ W10 | 3.0
6 | Ishaan Palanivel 570 W11 [L15 |[WI3 | W7 L2 3.0
7 | Sean Nguyen UNR |L2 |W8 |WI2 |L6 W14 | 3.0
8 | Aarush Panga UNR |LI L7 Wi6 | WI1 |WI15 3.0
9 | Pratyush Arunprasad UNR |DI2 |WI6 | WIS |L3 L4 2.5

10 | Cameron Shively 767 | W13 | L3 w4 | L1 L5 2.0

11 | Mitra Maruvada 460 L6 Bye |L5 L8 W17 2.0

12 | Srihaas Yeluri 423 D9 | D14 |L7 L5 W16 | 2.0

13 | Leviathan Freerksen 417 L10 |WI7 |L6 L4 Bye |2.0

14 | Claire Wang 201 D5 |DI12 |LI W17 | L7 2.0

15 | Lasya Kalamadugu 139 Bye | W6 L9 L2 L8 2.0

16 | Harshil Nayak 322 D4 |L9 L8 Bye |LI2 |1.5

17 | Aditya Panga UNR |L3 L13 |Bye |L14 |LI1 |1.0
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HOW DID NEBRASKA CHESS ADJUST AND SURVIVE THE COVID
PANDEMIC.

Although many small businesses were devastated by the pandemic and many
were forced to close permanently because they just couldn’t survive 16 months of
lost revenues, somehow chess at both the national, state and local levels weathered
the storm and came back eventually stronger than they were before.

How was this possible especially for an activity that is best described as an
area of recreational discretionary spending? I don’t pretend to have all the answers
but I think that at the state level, the NSCA wisely had moved away from a
membership model in funding its operations. As it turned out this had a huge
impact because had they relied on NSCA memberships to finance themselves
during this trying time, they probably would have been amongst the organizations
or companies that folded.

The change to a fee-based method of financing the NSCA really had nothing
to do with the pandemic as it occurred several years before under the leadership of
then NSCA President Michael Gooch but the fact that we no longer needed dues to
survive financially in my opinion was a major factor.

The 2™ thing is that the NSCA created a Nebraska online chess league and
NSCA President Steven Cusumano ran online tournaments which could in fact be
USCEF rated, so USCF members could continue to interact and play chess and still
get their games rated without leaving the safety of their homes.

The third factor to me is that the rise of great players in other countries has
led to an increased popularity of chess, especially amongst the younger people
from those countries. For decades FIDE was dominated by Russian or before that
Soviet GM’s, but players like Magnes Carlson and Gukesh have inspired people in
other countries to take a stronger interest in chess. The Queen’s Gambit series on
Netflix also sparked a lot of interest even though it was fan fiction.

More importantly, however, is that after 16 months of being cooped up, the
desire to resume normal life and engage in fun activities made chess a perfect
choice and the fact that the very last tournament of 2021 drew nearly 60 players is
proof that chess was possibly even more popular after Covid than it was before.
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HOW THE LABELING OF THE NEBRASKA CLOSED CHAMPIONSHIP
CHANGED AFTER 2019.

I already briefly alluded to this when I reported the results of the first State
Closed of the Pandemic years, held in the fall of 2021, when it was deemed safe
enough to hold one. Beginning in 1981, the Closed was always held in the early
part of the year usually in the period from January to May. Although the
participants were the qualifiers from the previous year, they were considered State
Champions in the year that the tournament took place. So if a player qualified in
1994, they would play for the 1995 State Championship.

Covid completely messed up this system because those players who had
earned the right to play in 2019, had no chance to play in 2020 at all and they
didn’t have a chance to play in 2021 until the fall when it was safe to do so.

The NSCA hosted a Closed for the 2019 qualifiers in 2021 and yet what
championship were they playing for? Were they playing to be 2020 Champions or
2021 Champions or should they be considered 2019 Champions? Since the 2019
Closed had already determined that year’s champion, 2019 wouldn’t work, but
calling them 2020 Champions also seemed weird, since there was no 2020
tournament. They ultimately decided to name them 2020 Champions and they then
declared that the 2021 event was deciding 2020 and that there would not be any
event declaring a champion in 2021.

So, after 2021, the year that the Closed was played named the champion for
the previous calendar year. This is how the State Champions are now listed rather
than how they were originally listed from 1981 to 2019.

This works just fine although it can be a little confusing because prior to
Covid a different system was used. On the NSCA website there is only one year
listed without a champion and that is 2021, even though it was 2020 that didn’t
have a tournament.
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FINAL CLOSING THOUGHTS BY CURRENT GAMBIT EDITOR BRUCE
DRANEY.

The pandemic was one of the scariest and troubling periods in my lifetime.
Many, many people died and no one felt safe, especially in 2020. I think it’s only
natural that chess was a positive distraction for many and in particular as
mentioned earlier in this issue, online chess was safe and fun and also a way to
practice without having to play face to face.

I spent several months during 2020 and 2021 helping my daughter in
Springtfield, Missouri, with her children and of course didn’t have time to play any
chess. When I returned to Springfield briefly in 2023, I one day decided to check
out the chess scene. My son, Heath had coaxed me back into getting interested by
taking up online play on chess.com. I found a chess club in Springfield that met on
Friday nights not far from my daughter’s home and started going over there for a
couple hours just to play some casual games against real people again. When I
returned to Omaha in the summer of 2023, I started looking to see who the
directors, organizers and players were that were in charge after my 20+ year
absence. Since I was now retired, I found I had a lot more time to pursue chess
again.

My primary focus since returning to active chess again has been to
document extensively the history of Nebraska chess so that in the future people
will know what was going on when they want to look it up. I restarted my old
Omaha Chess Archive newsletter in September of 2023, and took over the duties of
Gambit editor in February of 2024.

By 2022, it was great to see Covid in the rearview mirror and hopefully,
we’ll never see another pandemic of any kind in our lifetime. Now that Covid is
gone or at least not a major health threat anymore, chess has continued to boom
and grow in popularity especially among young people. Nebraska is blessed to
have a wealth of talent that runs throughout its history.

As I finish this retrospective issue, I should mention that the 2025 Closed for
2024 was just held and every single participant was under age 60, and two of them
are not yet 16. State co-champions in the event just concluded are Luke Hengen
and Nick Lacroix. The past is past and the future looks bright. I hope that you
found these Gambit Retrospective editions, enjoyable
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