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This two-mover is by American composer Charles William Sheppard. 

American Robert A. Lincoln was named the best two-mover miniature problems 
composer in the world. 

Robet A.Lincoln 
Mate in Two 

 

 
This problem of his was awarded an Honorable Mention in a tourney organized by 

‘Buletin Problemistic’ magazine (Romania) in 1990. 
 

Key 1.Nb4! puts Black in waiting, and four nice variations are: 
1...a1Q 2.Qc2#,1...a1N 2.Nc3#,1...Ka1 2.Qxa2#,1...N-any 2.Qb2#. 
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Nebraska Chess Information Page 

Lincoln Chess Foundation 4014 N ST Lincoln NE 68510 

President-Kent Nelson, Treasurer-Bruce Draney, Secretary Andrea Draney, 

Director Daniel Draney, Director Aaron PeeksMease 

 

Omaha Chess Community 

President-Michael Gooch 

7215 N 162nd ST Bennington NE 68007 

 

Nebraska State Chess Association 

President-Steven Cusumano, Omaha VP-Michael Mills, Lincoln VP-John Linscott, 

Outstate VP-Vince Jodoin, Secretary-JJ Lang, Treasurer-Jenny Tricker 

 

Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame 14002 Frederick CIR Omaha NE 68138 

President-Bruce Draney (gambiteer49@yahoo.com) 2023-2024 HOF Selection 

Committee:  Gary Colvin, Bruce Draney, Rod Malpert. 

 

ACTIVE NEBRASKA CHESS CLUBS 

 

OMAHA: 

Spence Chess Club-Meets on Wednesday night from 7-10 for USCF rated play.  

West Hills Church basement 3015 S 82nd AVE Omaha, NE-John Hartmann 

 

Camelot Chess Club-Meets on Friday afternoon 12-4 PM for unrated casual play 

Location:  Camelot Community Center 9270 Cady AVE Omaha, NE-John Bagley 

 

Millard Library Chess Club-Meets on Sunday afternoon 2:30-4:30 for unrated 

and occasional rated play.  Location:  Millard Public Library 13214 Westwood LN 

Omaha, NE.  Bruce Draney (402) 312-6335 or Scott Look (402) 889-1779 

 

Increase the Piece Chess Club-Meets on Monday night 4-7:30 PM for casual play 

Location:  Washington Library 29th & Ames AVE, Omaha, NE Jerome Helm  

 

International Café-2416 Farnam ST Omaha, NE 68131 Thursday and Saturday 4-

8 PM Richard Hudrin  
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LINCOLN SCC Chess Club-Meets on Wednesday nights at SE Community. 

College 89th & O ST, Lincoln, NE for casual and occasional rated play.  Leo Iacono 

                

Capital City Chess Club-Meets on Tuesday 5-8 PM at Meadowlark Coffee and 

Espresso, 1624 South ST and Thursday 6-9 PM at The Post 2001 N ST in Lincoln, 

NE, for casual and occasional rated play.  Chris Etheredge 

 

Cigarz Chess Club-Meets on Monday Nights at Cigarz Lounge, STE 104 800 Q, 

Lincoln NE  402-904-3460, for casual play.   Stacy Williams 

 

UNL Chess Club-Meets on Monday Nights at UNL Student Union Food Court B 

on 14th & R Lincoln, NE, from 6-8 PM for casual play.  Julia Haller or Max Vitek 

 

OUTSTATE: 

 

Beatrice Chess Club-Meets on Tuesday 6-8 PM at Beatrice Public Library 100 N 

16th ST, Beatrice, NE 68310, for casual play. Crystal Harral 402-446-2723 

 

Nebraska City Chess Club-Meets on Thursday 4:30-6:30 PM at Morton James 

Public Library, 923 1st Corso, Nebraska City, NE 68410, Kyle Madison 712-520-

0859 

 

Grand Island Competitive Chess Club-Meets on Saturday, 11-3PM at Grand 

Island Public Library 1124 W 2nd ST, Grand Island, NE 68801, Zach May 

 

Kearney Nebraska Chess Club-Central Nebraska Chess Club-Meets on Saturday 

2-5 PM at Kearney Public Library, 2020 1st AVE, Kearney, NE 68847 for casual 

and occasional rated play Eric Ring 308-240-1793 or Alex Maiwaldt 308-293-9116 

 

Davenport Chess Club-Davenport Public Library 109 N Maple AVE, Davenport, 

NE 68335 Jack Roegner 765-407-0895 

 

Nebraska Chess Related Websites: 

NSCA Website-www.nebraskachess.com, Leo Iacono Webmaster 

Facebook: Nebraska Chess Community group, Nebraska Chess History group, 

Central Nebraska Chess Facebook Group, UNO Chess Group 

 

National Online Chess Playing Sites 

Chess.com  Lichess.com     
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Editor’s Notes and Acknowledgements by Bruce Draney 

 

Welcome to the 1st Gambit edition of 2025.  This will be my 11th issue as editor if 

we count the 2020 and 2021 retrospective issues that I produced to document chess 

happenings during the Covid pandemic.  Here are some of the people I’d like to 

thank or acknowledge for making my job easier or for helping to make Nebraska 

chess so successful.   

 

Rauf Aliovsadzade-Rauf continues to supply the chess puzzles that adorn the front 

covers of every Gambit edition.  When I need a new one, I send him an email and 

get a new one almost immediately.   
 

Rod Malpert-Rod has become THE Nebraska chess patron, donating money, 

holding simuls, and working to plan yet another big prize fund tournament as well 

as another Hall of Fame Induction Banquet now set for the weekend of May 30th-

June 1st at the Graduate Hotel in Lincoln.  See info on page 38 of this issue.   

Gary Colvin-Speaking of this event.  Gary Colvin has joined Rod and me in 

helping to organize and plan this event which will be celebrating the 50th 

Anniversary of the 1975 U.S. Open which was held at this very hotel.   

Kent Nelson-Kent has been supportive of almost any reasonable idea I bring up 

and as President of the Lincoln Chess Foundation, he plays a valuable role in 

approving the plans we have in mind, showing tremendous trust in our judgment.   

Michael Gooch-With the help of Michael we have successfully jumpstarted team 

chess at all grade levels and he has not only organized and directed scholastic 

events with me, he has supplied me with important contacts and his Omaha Chess 

Community supplies reasonably priced liability insurance binders which many 

playing sites now require to host events on their premises.   

Tony Dutiel-Tony, who I have known since he was a freshman in high school, 

contributed an article to the 2020 Gambit Retrospective issue about his chess 

playing during the height of the pandemic.  Tony has also edited this newsletter in 

the past and produced high quality issues.   

Leo Iacono-Leo is now our NSCA webmaster and he has been prompt in putting 

up news and results and taking down old outdated stuff so that the website is 

dynamic and not stagnant.   
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MILLARD LIBRARY HOSTS A BLITZ EVENT ON JANUARY 4TH AND AN 

ACTION EVENT ON JANUARY 19TH TO START THE YEAR.   

The Millard Library at 132nd and Westwood Lane in Omaha held two FRO (For 

Rating Only) events during January.  On January 4th it was a G/5;d3 blitz 

tournament.  It drew 7 players and was won by Chris Kisicki with 4-0.  Bruce 

Draney and Nikshith Alagankancharla tied for 2nd with 3-1.  On January 19th, we 

held a double round robin G/10 quad because the club only drew four players.   

 I’ve been running these fun little blitz and action tournaments since taking over as 

one of the two sponsors of the chess club.  Attendance has been dropping lately so 

I may need to cut back to only one per month.  Because the library has a strict 

closing time too, I have to make sure we don’t overstep our welcome by not 

exceeding 4:30-4:45 as our quitting time.   

 

01/04/2025-Millard Library FRO G/5 Blitz Event  

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Total 

1 Kisicki 1556 W3 W2 W4 W6 4.0 

2 Draney 1121 W5 L1 W7 W4 3.0 

3 Alagankancharla 1104 L1 W5 W6 Bye 3.0 

4 Look 1300 W7 W6 L1 L2 2.0 

5 McElderry UNR L2 L3 Bye W7 2.0 

6 Sandquist 1141 WF L4 L3 L1 1.0 

7 Pallepati 1011 L4 Bye L2 L5 1.0 

 

01/19/2025-Millard Library FRO G/10 Double Round Robin 

# Name Rating  1  2  3  4 Total 

1 Chis Kisicki 1595  X  1  2  1 4.0 

2 Bruce Draney 1700  1  X  1  2 4.0 

3 Adrith Pallepati 1023  0  1  X  2 3.0 

4 Scott Look  1430  1  0  0  X 1.0 
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SPENCE CLUB BEGINS 2025 WITH A SPLIT QUICK CHESS EVENT ON 

1/7/2025.  

The Spence Club on 82nd and Hascal held its first rated tournament of the year on 

Wednesday January 7th.  It was a Split Quick Chess G/20;d5 event and the players 

were split into a top and bottom group.  The top group had 6 and the bottom group 

had 8.  Top Group winner was Steven Cusumano with 2.5-.5 and Philip Schiff won 

the bottom group with 3-0.   

Spence Split Quick G/20; d5 Directed by John Hartmann 

Top Section 

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Total 

1 Cusumano 1770 W6 W2 D3 2.5 

2 Suresh 1952 W5 L1 W4 2.0 

3 L. Hengen 1651 D4 W5 D1 2.0 

4 Easey 1442 D3 W6 L2 1.5 

5 Mills 1600 L2 L3 W6 1.0 

6 Koppinger 1482 L1 L4 L5 0.0 

 

Bottom Section 

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Total 

1 Schiff 1389 W6 W5 W3 3.0 

2 Look 1430 W4 L3 W7 2.0 

3 Sandquist 1141 W8 W2 L1 2.0 

4 McElderry 1123 L2 W8 W5 2.0 

5 Hoffman 1221 W7 L1 L4 1.0 

6 C. Hengen  918 L1 L7 W8 1.0 

7 Padios  UNR L5 W6 L2 1.0 

8 Copeland  744 L3 L4 L6 0.0 
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Lewis Central Scholastic Team and Rated Event January 11th, 2025 

Troy Stolp, the coach of the Lewis Central High School chess team hosted a 

scholastic team tournament on Saturday January 11th at his high school which was 

organized and directed by Michael Gooch, Venkata Kolli and Usha Kanthety.  

There was also a rated quad section directed by me.  It turned out to be a fun and 

successful event as there were at least 2 teams in all of the scholastic sections and 

12 players played in the rated quads.  Team winners were Underwood Iowa High 

School, A La Tere Academy in the Middle School and Willa Cather in the 

Elementary.  Rated Quad winners were Nikshith Alagankancharla in Quad 1, Alan 

Zhuang in Quad 2 and Zach Larson in Quad 3.   

Lewis Central Team Scholastic and Rated Tournament 01/11/2025 

High School 9-12 

# Name Team Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Tot 

1 Brummett UND W5 W2 W6 W7 4.0 

2 Lang LCEN W3 L1 W9 W4 3.0 

3 Morales UND L2 W5 W8 W6 3.0 

4 Ch Brummett UND W6 W8 W7 L2 3.0 

5 Gurnsey KNT L1 L3 W10 W9 2.0 

6 Keaton KNT L4 W10 L1 L3 1.0 

7 Christensen LCEN W10 L9 L4 L1 1.0 

8 Duitsman LCEN W9 L4 L3 L10 1.0 

9 Sealock UND L8 W7 L2 L5 1.0 

10 Ragland UND L7 L6 L5 W8 1.0 

 

Elementary School K-5 

# Name Team Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Tot 

1 Sama WC W6 W3 W5 3.0 

2 Kalamadugu WC W5 W6 L3 2.0 

3 Ash SMM D4 L1 W2 1.5 

4 Bourampeta WC D3 L5 W6 1.5 

5 Harlow SMM L2 W4 L1 1.0 

6 Eiland SMM L1 L2 L4 0.0 
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Middle School 6-8  

# Name Team Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Tot 

1 Quiang ELKR W4 D2 W6 W3 3.5 

2 Tran ALAT W10 D1 W11 W7 3.5 

3 Olson ALAT W9 W11 W7 L1 3.0 

4 Martens ALAT L1 W12 W10 W9 3.0 

5 Aschcraft ALAT L7 W9 W12 WF 3.0 

6 Kyzer ALAT W11 D10 L1 WF 2.5 

7 Everage LCMS W5 W8 L3 L2 2.0 

8 Nigro ALAT W12 L7 L9 W11 2.0 

9 Neily ERMS L3 L5 W8 L4 1.0 

10 Trivedi SMM L2 D6 L4 LF 0.5 

11 Duitsman LCMS L6 L3 L2 L8 0.0 

12 Hawk SMM L8 L4 L5 LF 0.0 

Team Codes 

High School:  UND=Underwood LCEN=Lewis Central  KNT=Knight Enterprises 

Middle School:  ALAT=A La Tere, LCMS=Lewis Central Middle School, 

ELKR=Elkhorn Ridge MS, SMM=Saint Margaret Mary MS. 

Elementary:  WC=Willa Cather, SMM=Saint Margaret Mary 

Quad 1 

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Tot 

1 Alagankancharla 1478 W4 W2 W3 3.0 

2 Hoffman 1359 Bye L1 W4 2.0 

3 J. Slominski 1751 1/2  W4 L1 1.5 

4 Kantem 1566 L1 L3 L2 0.0 

Quad 2 

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Tot 

1 Zhuang 1121 W4 W2 W3 3.0 

2 Sandquist 1017 Bye L1 W4 2.0 

3 G. Slominski 1153 1/2 W4 L1 1.5 

4 Dhanda 1001 L1 L3 L2 0.0 
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Quad 3 

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Tot 

1 Larson  916 W3 W2 D4 2.5 

2 Bokka  555 W4 L1 W3 2.0 

3 Spicka  UNR L1 W4 L2 1.0 

4 Pallepati  974 L2 L3 D1 0.5 

 

Troy Stolp was quite pleased with the turnout as this event only drew 20 last year 

compared to 40 this year.  We were finished with all sections by 2:30 PM.  I 

sincerely happy to see that many of these students showed up to participate in the 

Nebraska State Scholastic Team Championship which was held at UNO in the 

CPACS Building on Saturday March 1st.   
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Nebraska State Closed Championship-January 24-26, 2025, in Omaha 

For the third year in a row the Nebraska State Closed Championship was held in 

January at Steven Cusumano’s riverfront condo.  This year a B Section was added 

to bring the total number of participants to 12.  The six players competing in the A 

section for the championship were Nick Lacroix, Joe Knapp, Abhinav Suresh, 

Kirill Belashchenko, Rakshith Seetharaman and Luke Hengen.  This year the event 

was held over 3 days to reduce the stress of playing three intense games in one day.  

Here are the final standings in both sections.  It was directed by Ben Bratz of Des 

Moines, Iowa.   

State Closed Championship Section:  

# Name  Rating   1   2   3  4   5  6  Total 

1 Luke Hengen 1977  X   1   0   1   ½  1 3.5 

2 Nick Lacroix 2048   0   X   1   1   ½  1 3.5 

3 Kirill Belashchenko 1969   1    0   X   0   1  1 3.0 

4 Abhinav Suresh 1989   0   0   1   X   1  0 2.0 

5 Rakshith Seetharaman  1759   ½   ½   0   0   X  1 2.0 

6 Joe Knapp 1872   0   0   0   1   0  X 1.0 

 

State Closed Reserve (B) Section:   

# Name  Rating   1   2   3  4   5  6  Total 

1 Will Osborne 1884   X   ½   1  1   1  ½ 4.0 

2 Dominic Zeisler 1715   ½   X   1  1   ½  0 3.0 

3 Steven Cusumano 1919   0   0   X  ½   1  1 2.5 

4 John Davidson 1784   0   0   ½  X   ½    1 2.0 

5 Leo Iacono 1653   0   ½   0   ½   X  1 2.0 

6 Michael Mills 1600   ½   1   0  0   0  X 1.5 

 

Luke Hengen and Nick Lacroix both scored 3.5-1.5 to share the title of Nebraska 

State Champion for 2024.  Will Osborne won the B section with 4-1.  Luke wins 

the slot in next year’s Closed as a result of his defeating Nick head-to-head.   
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Games from the 2025 State Closed Championship 1/24-26/2025 in Omaha.   

Round 1 

Suresh-Seetharaman 

1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Bg5 Be7 5. e5 Nfd7 6. h4 a6 7. Qg4 f5 8. Qg3 

Bxg5 9. hxg5 Qe7 10. g6 h6 11. Nf3 c5 12. O-O-O Rf8 13. Ne2 Nc6 14. Rh4 c4 

15. Nf4 b5 16. Ne1 b4 17. Rh5 Nb6 18. c3 a5 19. Nc2 Na4 20. Bxc4 dxc4 21. d5 

Nd8 22. dxe6 Nxe6 23. Nd5 Qb7 24. cxb4 axb4 25. Ncxb4 Bd7 26. Qh4 Bb5 27. 

Nf6+ gxf6 28. exf6 Qc7 29. f7+ Rxf7 30. gxf7+ Kxf7 31. Rxf5+ Kg8 32. Qg4+ 

Ng5 33. Rxb5 Qg7 34. Qxc4+ Kh8 35. Qd4 Rc8+ 36. Nc2 Qxd4 37. Rxd4 Ne6 38. 

Rxa4 (1-0) 

 

Knapp-Lacroix 

1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 dxe4 4. Nxe4 Nf6 5. Nxf6+ exf6 6. c3 Bd6 7. Bd3 O-O 8. 

Qc2 h6 9. Be3 Be6 10. Ne2 Re8 11. O-O Qc7 12. h3 Nd7 13. Rfe1 c5 14. Bh7+ 

Kh8 15. Be4 cxd4 16. Nxd4 Nc5 17. Bf3 Bc4 18. Rad1 Bf4 19. Nf5 Bxe3 20. Rxe3 

Rxe3 21. Nxe3 Bxa2 22. Rd4 Be6 23. Nf5 Bxf5 24. Qxf5 Re8 25. g3 Re5 26. Qc2 

Ne6 27. Rd1 b5 28. Qd2 Qc5 29. h4 Qe7 30. b4 Nc7 31. Kg2 f5 32. Qd7 g6 33. 

Qc8+ Ne8 34. Bc6 Kg7 35. Rd7 Qe6 36. Qb7 Nf6 37. Rd8 Re2 38. Bxb5 Rc2 39. 

Ra8 Ng4 40. Qxa7 Rxf2+ 41. Qxf2 Nxf2 42. Ba6 and resigns. (0-1) 

Hengen-Belashchenko 

1. c4 e5 2. Nc3 Nf6 3. Nf3 Nc6 4. e3 Bb4 5. Qc2 Bxc3 6. Qxc3 Qe7 7. a3 d5 8. b4 

d4 9. Qb3 O-O 10. Be2 d3 11. Bd1 e4 12. Nd4 Nxd4 13. exd4 b5 14. cxb5 Bb7 15. 

O-O Nd5 16. Qc4 Qg5 17. Qc5 Qg6 18. g3 Rfc8 19. f4 h6 20. Rf2 c6 21. Bb2 cxb5 

22. Qxb5 Bc6 23. Qa5 h5 24. Bb3 e3 25. dxe3 Nxe3 26. Re1 Ng4 27. Rd2 Bf3 28. 

Re7 Nh6 29. Qg5 Qd6 30. Rxd3 Bg4 31. Qe5 Qb6 32. Re3 Rf8 33. d5 Nf5 34. Bc1 

Nxe3 35. Bxe3 Qg6 36. Bd4 Rac8 37. Kg2 h4 38. Qe4 h3+ 39. Kf2 Bf5 40. Qe3 

Bc2 41. Ba2 Bd1 42. Ke1 Ba4 43. Re5 Qc2 44. Qe2 Qc1+ 45. Kf2 Rc2 46. d6 

Rxe2+ 47. Rxe2 Bd7 48. Bd5 Qd1 49. Re4 Qd2+ 50. Kf3 Qd3+ 51. Kf2 Qxa3 52. 

Bc5 Qb2+ 53. Kf3 Qxh2 54. Re7 Qg2+ 55. Ke3 Qxg3+ 56. Kd4 Qxf4+ 57. Re4 

Qd2+ 58. Kc4 h2 59. Rh4 Qc2+ 60. Kd4 Qf2+ (0-1) 
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Round 2 

Seetharaman-Belashchenko 

1. c3 d5 2. d4 Nf6 3. Nf3 e6 4. h3 c5 5. dxc5 Bxc5 6. b4 Bd6 7. a4 O-O 8. e3 Nc6 

9. Be2 e5 10. Ba3 Bf5 11. Qb3 Rc8 12. Nbd2 Re8 13. c4 d4 14. c5 Bb8 15. Bc4 

Qc7 16. g4 dxe3 17. Qxe3 Nd4 18. O-O-O Nc2 19. Qb3 Bg6 20. Nh4 Nd4 21. Qe3 

Bc2 22. Rdg1 Bxa4 23. Nf5 Rf8 24. Bb2 Ne6 25. Nd6 Bc6 26. f3 Rcd8 27. Bxe5 

Nd5 28. Qb3 Ndf4 29. g5 a6 30. Rg4 Ng6 31. Bh2 Qd7 32. Rd1 Ba4 33. Qe3 Bxd1 

34. Kxd1 Bxd6 35. Bxd6 Rfe8 36. Qb3 Ngf4 37. h4 Nd4 38. Qa3 Nfe6 39. h5 Nb5 

40. Qd3 Nxd6 41. cxd6 Qa4+ 42. Bb3 Qa1+ 43. Nb1 Rxd6 44. Qxd6 Qxb1+ 45. 

Ke2 Nd4+ 46. Kf2 Qe1+ 47. Kg2 Nxb3 48. Re4 Rxe4 49. fxe4 Qxe4+ 50. Kh3 

Qe3+ 51. Kh4 Qd4+ 52. Qxd4 Nxd4 53. Kg4 Nc6 54. Kf4 Nxb4 (0-1) 

Lacroix-Suresh 

1. d4 Nf6 2. Bg5 c5 3. d5 Ne4 4. h4 g6 5. Nf3 Bg7 6. c3 Qb6 7. Qc2 Nxg5 8. hxg5 

d6 9. Nbd2 Nd7 10. Nc4 Qc7 11. a4 a6 12. a5 b5 13. axb6 Nxb6 14. e4 Nxc4 15. 

Bxc4 Qb6 16. O-O O-O 17. Ra3 Bg4 18. Nh2 Bd7 19. Rfa1 Bb5 20. Bxb5 Qxb5 

21. Rb3 Qd7 22. Rb6 Qa7 23. Qb3 Rfb8 24. Raxa6 Rxb6 25. Rxa7 Rxb3 26. 

Rxa8+ Bf8 27. Ra2 h6 28. f4 hxg5 29. fxg5 e6 30. Nf3 exd5 31. exd5 Be7 32. Kf2 

Rb8 33. Ke3 Kf8 34. Kf4 Ke8 35. Nd2 Kd7 36. Ra7+ Kd8 37. Nc4 Rb3 38. Na5 

Rb8 39. Nc4 Ke8 40. Ke4 (1-0) 

Hengen-Knapp 

1. c4 e5 2. Nc3 d6 3. Nf3 g5 4. h3 h5 5. d4 g4 6. hxg4 Bxg4 7. dxe5 Bxf3 8. gxf3 

dxe5 9. Qxd8+ Kxd8 10. f4 Nd7 11. fxe5 Nxe5 12. Bg5+ f6 13. Rd1+ Ke8 14. Bf4 

Nxc4 15. Nd5 Rh7 16. e4 Ne5 17. Be2 Bd6 18. Rxh5 Rxh5 19. Bxh5+ Kf8 20. 

Ke2 Rd8 21. b3 Rd7 22. Be3 Rh7 23. Rg1 Nd7 24. Bg4 Rg7 25. f3 Ne5 26. Be6 

Rxg1 27. Bxg1 Nf7 28. Bxa7 c6 29. Nb6 Ne7 30. Nc8 Ba3 31. Nxe7 Kxe7 32. 

Bxf7 Kxf7 33. Kd3 Ke6 34. Kd4 b5 35. Bc5 Bc1 36. a4 bxa4 37. bxa4 Bd2 38. 

Bb6 Kd7 39. a5 Kc8 40. a6 Be1 41. Kc5 Kb8 42. Kxc6 Bg3 43. Bd4 Bh4 44. Kd6 

f5 45. exf5 Be1 46. f6 Bb4+ 47. Bc5 Bc3 48. f7 Bg7 49. Ke7 (1-0) 
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Round 3 

Suresh-Hengen 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. c3 Nf6 4. Be2 g6 5. O-O Bg7 6. Bb5+ Bd7 7. Bxd7+ Qxd7 8. 

Re1 O-O 9. d4 cxd4 10. cxd4 e6 11. Nc3 Nc6 12. d5 exd5 13. exd5 Ne7 14. Qb3 

Rfe8 15. Bg5 Nf5 16. h3 h6 17. Bf4 a6 18. Qa3 b5 19. Rxe8+ Rxe8 20. Qxa6 b4 

21. Nb5 Nxd5 22. Bh2 Bxb2 23. Rb1 Be5 24. g4 Nf4 25. Bxf4 Bxf4 26. Rxb4 g5 

27. gxf5 Qxf5 28. Nbd4 Qxh3 29. Qf1 Qh5 30. Qg2 Kh8 31. Rb1 g4 32. Ne1 g3 

33. Nd3 gxf2+ 34. Kf1 Be3 35. Qc6 Rg8 36. Qc3 Rg1# (0-1) 

Belashchenko-Knapp 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. Bb5+ Bd7 4. Bxd7+ Qxd7 5. O-O Nc6 6. c3 Nf6 7. Qe2 e6 8. 

d4 d5 9. exd5 Qxd5 10. dxc5 Bxc5 11. Rd1 Qh5 12. b4 Bb6 13. Bf4 Qg4 14. Be3 

Bc7 15. h3 Qh5 16. Bc5 Nd5 17. Qc4 O-O-O 18. Nbd2 Nf4 19. Be3 Nd3 20. Rdb1 

Kb8 21. a4 Rc8 22. Qxd3 Rhd8 23. Qc2 e5 24. Qb2 f5 25. b5 Ne7 26. b6 axb6 27. 

a5 Bd6 28. Qxb6 Rc7 29. Qa7+ Kc8 30. Nc4 Nd5 31. Nfxe5 Re7 32. Nxd6+ Kc7 

33. Nb5+ (1-0) 

Lacroix-Seetharaman 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 dxc4 3. e3 e5 4. Bxc4 exd4 5. exd4 Bd6 6. Nf3 Nf6 7. O-O O-O 8. 

Nc3 Bg4 9. Bg5 h6 10. Bh4 Nc6 11. h3 Bh5 12. g4 Bg6 13. Nd5 a6 14. Re1 Nb4 

15. Nxf6+ gxf6 16. Qd2 Kg7 17. Rad1 b5 18. Bb3 Nd3 19. Re5 Bxe5 20. dxe5 

Nxe5 21. Qf4 Nxf3+ 22. Qxf3 Qe7 23. Qc6 Rfd8 24. Rc1 Rab8 25. Qxa6 Qd6 26. 

Rc6 Qd2 27. Rxf6 Qe1+ 28. Kh2 Qe5+ 29. Kg1 Qe1+ (1/2-1/2) 

Round 4 

Belashchenko-Lacroix 

1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. e5 c5 4. dxc5 e6 5. a3 Bxc5 6. Qg4 Ne7 7. Bd3 Nbc6 8. Nf3 

Ng6 9. b4 Bb6 10. Bb2 Bd7 11. O-O h5 12. Qg3 Nce7 13. Bxg6 Nxg6 14. h4 Rc8 

15. c3 Rc4 16. Qg5 Nxh4 17. Qxg7 Rf8 18. Nh2 Nf5 19. Qh7 Qh4 20. Nd2 Qxh2+ 

(0-1) 

Knapp-Suresh 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. e3 O-O 5. Bd3 c5 6. Ne2 cxd4 7. exd4 d6 8. O-O 

h6 9. Ne4 Nxe4 10. Bxe4 Nc6 11. a3 Ba5 12. Be3 e5 13. b4 Bc7 14. f4 exd4 15. 

Nxd4 Qe7 16. Qf3 Re8 17. Bxc6 Qxe3+ 18. Qxe3 Rxe3 19. Bd5 Bb6 20. Rfd1 Bg4 

21. Rd2 Rae8 22. h3 Be2 23. Kh2 Bd3 24. Nb5 Rd8 25. Rad1 Be2 26. Rc1 a6 27. 

Nc3 Bd3 28. Nd1 Be4 29. c5 (1-0)  
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Seetharaman-Knapp 

1. Nf3 d5 2. e3 Nf6 3. c4 e6 4. Nc3 c6 5. b3 Bd6 6. Bb2 O-O 7. Be2 b6 8. cxd5 

exd5 9. O-O Bb7 10. d4 Re8 11. Rc1 Nbd7 12. Bd3 Rc8 13. Re1 Ne4 14. Nd2 

Bxh2+ 15. Kf1 Qh4 16. Bxe4 Ba6+ 17. Nc4 Rxe4 18. Nxe4 Qxe4 19. Qf3 Qd3+ 

20. Qe2 dxc4 21. bxc4 Qe4 22. Qf3 Nf6 23. Qxe4 Nxe4 24. g3 Nd2+ 25. Kg2 

Bxc4 26. a3 Bd5+ 27. Kxh2 Nf3+ 28. Kh3 Nxe1 29. Rxe1 Re8 30. g4 f5 31. gxf5 

Be4 32. Kg3 Bxf5 33. f3 g5 34. e4 h5 35. Kf2 g4 36. Rh1 Bg6 37. fxg4 hxg4 38. 

e5 Be4 39. Rh5 Kf7 40. Kg3 Kg6 41. Rh2 Bf3 42. Bc1 Kf5 43. Rh7 a5 44. Be3 

Ke4 45. Bf2 b5 46. Rh6 b4 47. axb4 axb4 48. Rxc6 Rh8 49. Bg1 Rh3+ 50. Kf2 

g3+ 51. Kf1 b3 52. Rb6 Bg4 53. Kg2 Rh1 54. Rxb3 Be6 55. Rxg3 Kf4 56. Be3+ 

Ke4 57. Kxh1 Bd5 58. Kh2 Kf5 59. Kh3 Be6 60. Kh4 Bd5 61. Bg1 Bf7 62. Rg7 

Bd5 63. Rd7 Bc4 64. Rd6 Kf4 65. e6 Kf5 66. e7 Bf7 67. Rd8 Kg6 68. d5 Bg8 (1-0) 

Suresh-Belashchenko 

1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. a3 Bxc3+ 5. bxc3 dxe4 6. Qg4 Nf6 7. Qxg7 Rg8 8. 

Qh6 Bd7 9. Ne2 Ba4 10. Qd2 Nbd7 11. Ng3 Qe7 12. Rb1 Nb6 13. c4 Bc6 14. Qa5 

Ng4 15. h3 Nxf2 16. Kxf2 Qf6+ 17. Kg1 Rxg3 18. Bb2 e3 19. Qe1 Qg6 20. d5 

exd5 21. Kh2 Rg5 22. Qxe3+ Kd7 23. Bc1 h6 24. h4 Rg4 25. Qh3 Re8 26. Bd3 

Re4 27. Bxe4 dxe4 28. Rd1+ Ke8 29. Bxh6 f5 30. Bg5 Kf7 31. Rf1 Kg7 32. Qc3+ 

Kh7 33. Qe5 Qd6 34. Qxd6 cxd6 35. Rxf5 e3 36. Rbf1 Rxg2+ 37. Kh3 Rf2 38. 

R1xf2 exf2 39. Rxf2 Nxc4 40. Kg4 Ne5+ 41. Kf5 Nc4 42. Ke6 Kg6 43. Rf6+ Kh5 

44. Rh6+ Kg4 45. Bc1 d5 46. Rh8 d4 47. h5 Ne3 48. h6 Be4 49. Ke5 Bxc2 50. 

Kxd4 Nf5+ 51. Ke5 Kh5 52. Rf8 Kg6 53. Rf6+ Kh7 54. Rxf5 Bxf5 55. Kxf5 b5 

56. Ke4 a5 57. Kd3 b4 58. axb4 axb4 59. Kc4 Kg6 60. Kxb4 Kh7 61. Kc5 Kg6 62. 

Kd6 Kh7 63. Ke6 Kg6 64. Ke7 Kh7 65. Kf6 Kh8 66. Kg6 Kg8 67. h7+ Kh8 68. 

Bb2# (1-0) 

Hengen-Lacroix 

1. c4 c5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. e3 Nc6 4. Nc3 g6 5. d4 cxd4 6. exd4 d5 7. Bg5 dxc4 8. Bxc4 

Bg7 9. d5 Nb8 10. h3 O-O 11. O-O a6 12. a4 b6 13. Re1 Ra7 14. Qe2 Re8 15. Ne5 

e6 16. Rad1 exd5 17. Nxd5 Nbd7 18. Nxf6+ Bxf6 19. Bxf7+ Kg7 20. Bxf6+ Kxf6 

21. Bxe8 Qxe8 22. Nxd7+ (1-0) 
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THE GAMBIT REACHES 61 YEARS IN PUBLICATION 

It’s hard to believe but this newsletter has been around for a long time.  In fact, this 

is the beginning of its 62nd year.  Although publication was temporarily suspended 

in the Covid pandemic years of 2020 and 2021, I have gone back and published a 

2020 and 2021 short retrospective edition for those two missing years in the last 

couple months so that our historical records will be continuous.   

The Lincoln Chess Foundation was established on September 11th, 1963, by B. 

Frank Watson a Lincoln attorney.  Thirteen months later in September of 1964, the 

Foundation created a newsletter to report on chess events and news since the 

Nebraska Chess Bulletin had ceased publication in 1957.  The very first issue was 

dated September 19, 1964 and it was exactly two pages long. The first issue was 

edited by a man named Bill Dean and it was printed by Ken Opp.  The very first 

issue mainly featured a calendar of events and a chess problem.   

In 1964, the Lincoln Chess Club met at the Muny Pool Building on 2300 M Street 

in Lincoln on Tuesday nights.  The very first tournament advertised in issue #1 was 

an unrated event called the Jet Age Chess Tourney.  It was held at the Union 

Savings and Loan Building at 5550 O Street on Sunday October 4th at 2 PM.  It 

was quads with the winner of each quad receiving a free USCF membership which 

in 1964 cost $10.00 per year.   

A month later in October of 1964, Hall of Famer Bud Narveson took over as editor 

of the publication and although it was still only a front and back page, Bud put out 

2 issues in a month.  The first one on October 1st, included a puzzle, a game, an 

upcoming rated event, and tournament reports about events that Anton Sildmets 

and Bud Narveson played in throughout the Midwest.  On October 16th, a 2nd issue 

in the same month featured a calendar, a puzzle and a pitch to play in the Midwest 

Open.  By December of 1964, Bud had expanded the issues to 6 pages.   

The first cross table appeared in February of 1965 and featured a full report on the 

first ever Nebraska State Scholastic held on Saturday January 18th at the University 

of Nebraska Student Union.  The tournament drew 72 players and Omaha Central 

won its first of many State Team titles with Don Rogers scoring 5-0, and 

teammates Steve Erickson and Don Gibson tying for 2nd with 4.5-.5.  Don Turner 

of Creighton Prep also tied for 2nd with 4.5-.5 and Hall of Famer John Tomas also 

of Prep finished with 4-1.   
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Bud Narveson continued as editor for the next 10 years a streak only exceeded by 

fellow Hall of Famer, Kent Nelson.  After 1973, Tom Brakke took over for the next 

four years.  Hall of Famer Loren Schmidt took a turn until 1978 when he moved to 

Indiana and Jim McCrory edited for the next 2.5 years.  What is even more 

amazing is that Bud Narveson and Kent Nelson account for 30 years of editorship 

or nearly half of the lifetime of the publication.   

 In the 62 years of the publication’s existence there have been a total of 77 editors 

who produced at least one issue.  All of the Gambit Editors are listed on the next 

page.  Not very many states can claim a legacy as amazing as Nebraska’s Gambit 

which started as a little mimeographed front and back publication and now often 

has over 120 pages per year documenting Nebraska chess.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        16 

 

 

 

 



The Gambit Editors 1964-2025:  62 Years of Nebraska Chess Journalism 

1964- Bill Dean    1994- Dave Remer 

Bud Narveson   1995- Dave Remer 

1965- Bud Narveson     Kent Nelson 

1966- Bud Narveson   1996- Kent Nelson 

1967- Bud Narveson   1997- Kent Nelson 

1968- Bud Narveson   1998- Kent Nelson 

1969- Bud Narveson   1999- Tony Dutiel 

1970- Bud Narveson    Richard Moore 

1971- Bud Narveson   2000- Tony Dutiel 

1972- Bud Narveson   2001- Tony Dutiel 

1973- Bud Narveson   2002- Tony Dutiel 

Tom Brakke    2003- Tony Dutiel 

1974- Tom Brakke     Kent Nelson 

1975- Tom Brakke    2004- Kent Nelson 

1976- Tom Brakke     Tony Dutiel 

Loren Schmidt   2005-Kent Nelson 

1977- Loren Schmidt   2006-Teresa Lombard 

1978- Loren Schmidt    Jason Shearer 

Jim McCrory    2007- Jason Shearer 

1979- Jim McCrory    2008- Kent Nelson 

1980- Jim McCrory    2009- Kent Nelson 

1981- Kevin Clinefelter   2010- Kent Nelson 

Mike Mathews   2011- Kent Nelson 

1982- Kevin Nyberg   2012- Kent Nelson 

Wes Schmidt    2013- Kent Nelson 

1983- Kevin Fleming    Jerry Slominski & Kent Smotherman 

1984- Gary Colvin    2014- Kent Smotherman 

1985- Mike Nolan    2015- Kent Nelson & Ray Kappel 

1986- Mike Nolan    2016- Kent Nelson 

1987- Mike Nolan    2017- Kent Nelson 

1988- Daa VanDerslice   2018- Kent Nelson 

1989- Daa VanDerslice   2019- Kent Nelson  

Kent Smotherman   2020- Kent Nelson (Bruce Draney-Retro Issue) 

Kevin Smotherman   2021- Kent Nelson (Bruce Draney-Retro Issue) 

1990- Justin Ballard    2022- Kent Nelson 

1991- Joe Colligan    2023- Bruce Draney 

1992- Joe Colligan    2024- Bruce Draney 

1993- Dave Remer    2025- Bruce Draney 
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NSCA CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS DRAW 57 PLAYERS IN 8 CLASSES. 

On Saturday February 1st, the NSCA held its first big Open State 

Championship of 2025 and was directed by Michael Gooch, Joaquin Siado and 

Bruce Draney with assistance from Venkata and Sai Kolli and Nick Lacroix.   

In all there were eight rating classes awarded titles including Class A, B, C, 

D, E, F(Under 1000), G (Under 800), and I (Under 400).  This year there were no 

Masters and only one Expert (Nick Lacroix) and there were no players rated in 

Class H so those classes were not contested.  All classes were 3 rounds in length.   

The sudden arrival of more than half of the entire field (33 of 57) for onsite 

registration, caused a significant delay in the tournament starting on time.  While 

this made the event profitable and we all like more players to show up for our 

tournaments, this is also a concern for everyone as major alterations of the 

tournament schedule can cause conflicts for people who have plans after the event 

is supposed to be over.  For the directors and people running the event, it meant 

getting home from a long day an hour or more later than we expected to.   

Fortunately, everyone in this case was understanding and eventually once 

things got going, they ran smoothly. I’m unsure what the solution is to this problem 

as different directors and organizers have totally different philosophies on what to 

charge late entries and whether to accept advance entries electronically on 3rd party 

registration sites like King Registration or Square.   

There is no perfect solution.  A number of directors including myself, 

Seetharaman and Steven Cusumano of the NSCA use electronic payment entry 

systems like King Registration or Square, but John Linscott simply charges a 

significantly higher fee to people who show up at the last minute.  Michael Gooch 

of Omaha Chess Community asks people to let him know if they plan to play and 

then just collects the entry fee at the site, but in this case 33 people who didn’t 

apparently get that memo all showed up and overwhelmed the tournament 

directors.  Making late entries pay a lot more mostly discourages people from 

showing up.   

Ideally, a director would like to have at least about 75% of their entries pay 

in advance and the other 25% supply the director with a little extra cash to pay for 

the event without delaying the event significantly.   
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2025 NSCA Class Championships:  Class A 

# Name Rating Rnd 1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Total 

1 Steven Cusumano 1919 W3 W2 D4 2.5 

2 Luke Hengen 1976 W4 L1 W3 2.0 

3 Will Osborne 1874 L1 W4 L2 1.0 

4 Dmitry Khots 1906 L2 L3 D1 0.5 

2025 NSCA Class Championships:  Class B 

# Name Rating Rnd 1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Total 

1 Siddharth Parthasarathy 1771 D3 W2 W5 2.5 

2 Rakshith Seetharaman 1759 W5 L3 W4 2.0 

3 Dominic Zeisler 1740 D1 D4 Bye 2.0 

4 John Hartmann 1702 Bye D3 L2 1.5 

5 Scott Look 1627 L2 Bye L1 1.0 

2025 NSCA Class Championships:  Class C 

# Name Rating Rnd 1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Total 

1 Nikshith Alagankancharla 1575 W10 D6 W3 2.5 

2 Samanvi Kantem 1530 W7 1/2 W6 2.5 

3 Matthew Koppinger 1542 W9 W4 L1 2.0 

4 Philip Schiff 1469 W5 L3 W8 2.0 

5 Mansi Adduri 1574 L4 W9 W7 2.0 

6 Jeffery Solheim 1504 W8 D1 L2 1.5 

7 Jerry Tichacek 1400 L2 Bye  L5 1.0 

8 Spencer Trana  UNR L6 W10 L4 1.0 

9 Tom Lombard 1400 L3 L5 Bye 1.0 

10 Isaac Lidgett 1492 L1 L8 WD 0.0 

2025 NSCA Class Championships:  Class D 

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Total 

1 Vamsi Katta 1224 D3 W4 W6 2.5 

2 Joaquin Siado Castaneda 1285 W6 W7 D3 2.5 

3 Michael Schaal 1363 D1 W5 D2 2.0 

4 Siva Kolli 1291 D5 L1 W7 1.5 

5 Daniel Katerenchuk  UNR D4 L3 W8 1.5 

6 Bret Kugler 1368 L2 W8 L1 1.0 

7 Clover Hengen 1338 W8 L2 L4 1.0 

8 Tony Benetz 1200 L7 L6 L5 0.0 



  2025 NSCA Class Championships:  Class E 

# Name Rating Rnd 1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Total 

1 Anika Vanaparti 1069 Bye W4 W3 3.0 

2 Nathan Sandquist 1121 W6 D3 W5 2.5 

3 Zach Larson 1135 W5 D2 L1 1.5 

4 Gary Slominski 1189 1/2 L1 W6 1.5 

5 Rithvik Seetharaman 1029 L3 W6 L2 1.0 

6 Drona Jayanti 1020 L2 L5 L4 0.0 

2025 NSCA Class Championships:  Class F  (800-999) 

# Name Rating Rnd 1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Total 

1 Trenton Kerger 942 W4 W5 W2 3.0 

2 Nicholas Burroughs 934 W3 W6 L1 2.0 

3 Emmett Stingley 965 L2 D4 W5 1.5 

4 Aryana Vanaparti 866 L1 D3 W6 1.5 

5 Nathan Johnson UNR W6 L1 L3 1.0 

6 Zachary Bitterman 940 L5 L2 L4 0.0 

2025 NSCA Class Championships:  Class G (600-799) 

# Name Rating Rnd 1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Total 

1 Prayag Gundabolu 639 W2 W3 W4 3.0 

2 Thanush Bokka 744 L1 W4 W3 2.0 

3 Advaith Lanka 717 W4 L1 L2 1.0 

4 Adam Spicka UNR L3 L2 L1 0.0 

2025 NSCA Class Championships:  Class I  (Under 400) 

# Name Rating Rnd 1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Total 

1 Viaan Reddy Mukka 217 W5 W4 D3 2.5 

2 David Corona 215 D3 W6 W4 2.5 

3 Advith Bourampeta 374 D2 W5 D1 2.0 

4 Rohan Gundabolu 318 W6 L1 L2 1.0 

5 Gavin Godbout UNR L1 L3 W6 1.0 

6 Vincent Kudlacek UNR L4 L2 L5 0.0 
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Games from the Class A Section of the 2025 NSCA Class Championships.  

Cusmano-Osborne 

. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. e5 Bf5 4. Nf3 e6 5. Be2 c5 6. O-O Nc6 7. Be3 cxd4 8. Nxd4 

Nxd4 9. Qxd4 Ne7 10. Qa4+ Nc6 11. Rd1 Qa5 12. Qxa5 Nxa5 13. Bb5+ Nc6 14. 

f4 Bxc2 15. Rc1 Bxb1 16. Rxc6 Kd8 17. Rc3 Be4 18. Rac1 b6 19. Rc7 Bc5 20. 

Bxc5 bxc5 21. Rd7+ Kc8 22. Rxc5+ Kb8 23. Bc6 (1-0) 

Khots-Hengen 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Bg5 e6 5. e3 Nbd7 6. Nf3 Be7 7. Bd3 O-O 8. O-O 

dxc4 9. Bxc4 b5 10. Bd3 Bb7 11. Rc1 a6 12. Ne4 Nxe4 13. Bxe7 Nxf2 14. Bxh7+ 

Kh8 15. Rxf2 Qxe7 16. Be4 Rac8 17. Ne5 Nf6 18. Bg6 Kg8 19. Bh5 c5 20. Bf3 

cxd4 21. Rxc8 Rxc8 22. Bxb7 dxe3 23. Re2 Qxb7 24. Rxe3 Qb6 25. Qf3 Rc7 26. 

Qa8+ Kh7 27. Qf3 Nd5 28. Qe4+ Kg8 29. Kf2 Qxe3+ 30. Qxe3 Nxe3 31. Kxe3 

Rc2 (0-1) 

Hengen-Cusumano 

1. c4 Nf6 2. Nc3 e6 3. Nf3 d5 4. e3 Be7 5. b3 O-O 6. Bb2 c6 7. Be2 Nbd7 8. O-O 

b6 9. Rc1 Bb7 10. d4 Rc8 11. Qc2 Qc7 12. Rfd1 Rfd8 13. Qd3 Qb8 14. e4 Nxe4 

15. Nxe4 dxe4 16. Qxe4 Nf6 17. Qe5 Bd6 18. Qg5 Bf4 19. Qh4 Bxc1 20. Rxc1 

Qd6 21. Re1 c5 22. dxc5 Rxc5 23. Ba3 Bxf3 24. Bxf3 Re5 25. Rf1 Qxa3 26. g4 

Qc5 27. Qg3 Ne4 28. Qf4 Nd2 29. Rc1 Nxf3+ 30. Qxf3 Qd4 31. h3 Qd3 32. Qb7 

Qxh3 33. Qc7 Qxg4+ 34. Kf1 Qh3+ (0-1) 

Osborne-Hengen 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. cxd5 cxd5 4. Bf4 Nf6 5. e3 Nc6 6. Nc3 a6 7. Be2 Bf5 8. Qb3 

Qd7 9. Nf3 e6 10. O-O h6 11. Na4 Na5 12. Qd1 Rd8 13. Ne5 Qe7 14. g4 Be4 15. 

f3 Bh7 16. Nc5 Nc6 17. Qa4 g5 18. Bg3 Bg7 19. Nxc6 bxc6 20. Qxc6+ Kf8 21. 

Nb7 Ne8 22. Nxd8 Qxd8 23. Bxa6 Bf6 24. Bb5 Kg7 25. b4 Be7 26. a3 Nd6 27. 

Rfc1 h5 28. Be5+ f6 29. Bxd6 Bxd6 30. Qd7+ Qxd7 31. Bxd7 hxg4 32. fxg4 Be4 

33. Ra2 Kf7 34. Rc8 Rh4 35. Be8+ Ke7 36. Bh5 f5 37. Rf2 Bg3 38. Rb2 fxg4 39. 

Be8 Bd6 40. Rf2 Bf3 41. b5 Rh3 42. b6 g3 43. Rxf3 gxh2+ 44. Kh1 Rxf3 45. Rc1 

Kxe8 46. b7 Ke7 47. a4 Rxe3 48. Rb1 Bb8 49. a5 Ra3 50. Rc1 Rxa5 51. Rb1 Ra4 

(0-1) 
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April 
                                                     2025 
Subtitle  

                      

 

 

Nebraska Chess 
Calendar 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 
       

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
      UNO 

TOURNAMENT 
TBD  

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
       

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
      Midwest Open-

Omaha-POY and 
Qualifier 

27 28 29 30    
Midwest 

Open-
Omaha-POY 

and Qualifier 
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May 
2025 

Subtitle  

  

 

 

Nebraska Chess 
Calendar 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 
       

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
      Nebraska Individual 

Championships 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
      

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
       

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
     HOF Induction 

Banquet-Lincoln 
50th U.S. Open 

Anniversary 
Celebration-Lincoln-

POY 
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June 
2025 

Subtitle  

  

 

 

Nebraska 
Chess Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       
       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
50 U.S. Open 
Anniversary-
Lincoln-POY 

      

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
      Deshler Days 

Deshler, NE 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
       

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
       

29 30      
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How I Won a Picture of a Mountain:  A Humorous Chess Story by Bart Lewis 

 Back in the early 1950’s, a teenager named Bart Lewis mustered up his 

courage and entered his first Lincoln Chess Club tournament.  This is Bart’s story 

told exactly how he remembers it with the exception of a few trivial facts.  Also, 

the attentive reader will notice an undercurrent of very slightly veiled sarcasm.  An 

attempt to minimize this failed.   

 The background. 

 WWII had displaced many Europeans and a number of them were Latvians 

who fortunately chose Lincoln as their new home.  I say fortunately, because many 

of them were extremely proficient in chess.  The patriarch of the group was 

acknowledged Expert Aleks Liepnieks.  Aleks was not playing in this event but 

was acting as tournament director.  The top dog actually playing was highly skilled 

Vladimir Rajnoha.  He was also my first-round opponent.  

 Vladimir did not own a car, so I was required to travel to his residence to 

play the game.  And, like Vladimir himself, his home exuded an antiquated and 

old-world aura.  I have never really appreciated aristocracy so I dismissed the 

feeling that he might actually be descended from old European royalty.  Or that his 

nickname was Vlad.   

 He possessed deep set; piercing eyes and he favored dark attire.  All this 

might have frightened a lesser opponent, but I was not intimidated.  I played 

carefully and won a somewhat lackluster game.  Vlad watched me queen a passed 

pawn and then required me to actually mate him.  Needless to say, I was quite 

pleased with myself.   

 Upon arriving at the next club meeting several days later I immediately 

checked all the game results and was astounded to see that Vladmir’s name was 

missing.  Apparently, he was no longer a participant in the tournament.  My win 

had also mysteriously disappeared.   

 Thoroughly confused, I asked Aleks Liepnieks for an explanation.  He said 

that Vlad periodically suffered from some vague unspecified health problems that 

dictated he drop out of the tournament and that it would be a shame to soil his 

lifetime of achievements with a (now) meaningless loss.  Well, who was I to upset 

the machinations of the chess club.  So, I soldiered on and eventually found myself 

tied for first place with just one final game to go.   
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 I was paired with an extremely popular local favorite, Dr. Davis.  

Unfortunately, he was terminally ill and would expire before year’s end.  Once 

again, I traveled to my opponent’s home to play the game.  Again, I won much to 

the disappointment of everyone not related to me.  In fact, so certain was Aleks that 

Dr. Davis would win the (now Vladless) tournament that he had (prematurely, it 

seems) purchased an unusually impressive gold cup as Dr. Davis’s first place 

award.  But now they faced a conundrum.  They desperately wanted the revered 

and now terminally ill Dr. Davis to be awarded the gold cup, but he had slipped to 

second place behind an unknown rookie.   

 What to do?  Well, how about naming the gold cup as Dr. Davis’s 2nd place 

award and making a quick visit to a Goodwill to pick up a framed picture of a non-

existent, snow topped mountain to become the 1st place award.  Problem solved! 

 And that’s how I won my first chess tournament and became the proud 

owner of a framed print of an imaginary mountain.   

 *Editor’s Note* 

 Bart Lewis is one of nine Nebraska legends just chosen to join the Nebraska 

Chess Hall of Fame.  Bart who is now 90, was originally one of Lincoln’s most 

active players, but now winters in Bastrop, Texas and spends his summers in the 

mountains of Cold Creek, Nevada.  I wonder if he still has the picture of the 

mountain?   

 Bart ran an advertising agency in Lincoln, Nebraska and was one of the 

primary promoters of the 1975 U.S. Open held in Lincoln at what was then the 

Hilton Hotel on 9th and P.  That hotel in fact is now the Graduate and this coming 

May 31st and June 1st, the Hall of Fame and the Lincoln Chess Foundation are 

organizing the 50th Anniversary tournament at the Graduate to commemorate this 

historic tournament.   
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CENTRAL NEBRASKA CHESS CLUB HOSTS WINTER CLASSIC ON 

2/22/2025 

Eric Allan of Kearney organized a weekend Swiss on Saturday February 22nd that 

featured special guest, Hall of Fame and Senior Master Rod Malpert.  The event 

offered both rated and unrated play in 4 sections.   

Although there was originally supposed to be a high school section, there were 

only two high school players, so they were added to the Casual section.  Since 

USCF only publishes rated tournaments, the only cross table is for the Open 

section.   

Casual Adult section winners: 

1st-Rick Eickmeder 5.5-.5 

2nd-Linus Borer 5-1 

3rd-Mark Blinde 3.5-2.5 

 

High School winners: 

1st-Michael Gurnsey 3.5-2.5 

2nd-Timothy Keaton 3.5-2.5 

 

Middle School winners: 

1st-Simon Borer 6-0 

2nd-Blake Slocum 4-2, Jed Martin 4-2 

3rd-Pranav Vaghela 3.5-2.5 

 

# Name Rating Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Total 

1 Sanchez 1392 W8 W2 L3 W6 3.0 

2 Schaal 1384 W7 L1 W5 W3 3.0 

3 Hanson  UNR D5 W4 W1 L2 2.5 

4 Contreras  416 D6 L3 W8 W7 2.5 

5 Trana 1344 D3 D6 L2 W8 2.0 

6 Katerenchuk 1266 D4 D5 W7 L1 2.0 

7 McCord  294 L2 W8 L6 L4 1.0 

8 Morse  UNR L1 L7 L4 L5 0.0 
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UNO HOSTS STATE TEAM SCHOLASTIC ON MARCH 1, 2025. 

A very nice turnout of 52 played in the first State Scholastic Team Championship 

since 2020 on Saturday March 1st at UNO.  There were students from 6 high 

schools, 3 middle schools, and 4 elementary schools participating in the three K-12 

sections.  Three University students also played for the Nebraska State College 

Champion in the Open section.   

The event was sponsored by the Lincoln Chess Foundation and the Omaha Chess 

Community and was directed by Bruce Draney, Michael Gooch, Joaquin Siado 

Castaneda, and Nick Lacroix.   

The champions and winners are listed below.   

High School 9-12 

Place School Name  Abbreviation Total Points  

1st Millard North    MNHS 10.5 

2nd Chesterton Academy    CHST 10.0 

3rd Omaha Central   CENT   8.5 

4th Omaha Westview   OWV   8.0 

5th Elkhorn North   ENHS   5.5 

6th Boys Town   BOYS   1.0 

 

Middle School 6-8 

Place School Name  Abbreviation Total Points  

1st Millard North Middle School  MNMS 15.0 

2nd A La Tere Academy  ALAT   7.0 

3rd Chesterton Academy CHST   4.0 

 

Elementary School K-5 

Place School Name  Abbreviation Total Points  

1st Aldrich ALD 10.0 

2nd Cather CATH   5.0 

3rd Cavett CAV   4.0 

4th Anchor Point ANCH   1.0 
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Open and Collegiate Section 

Place  Name  Rating College Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Total 

1st Dutiel 1721  W7 W2 W4 W3 4.0 

2nd Al Hadabi  UNR UNO W3 L1 W5 W7 3.0 

3rd Look 1600  L2 Bye W7 L1 2.0 

4th Trana  UNR UAU 1/2 W5 L1 D6 2.0 

5th Sandquist  1017 UNL W6 L4 L2 Bye 2.0 

6th Almquist  UNR UNL L5 L7 Bye D4 1.5 

7th Haller  UNR  L1 W6 L3 L2 1.0 

8th Draney 1839  1/2 ----- ----- ------ 0.5 

 

High School Team 9-12 

#  Name  Rating School Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Tot. 

 1 L. Hengen 1976 CHST W19 W5 W8 W4 4.0 

 2 Sampson  UNR MNHS W16 D3 W6 W8 3.5 

 3 Pasupuleti 1547 ELKN W21 D2 W12 W9 3.5 

 4 Zeisler 1715 CENT W11 W10 W9 L1 3.0 

 5 Jamal  795 MNHS W15 L1 W18 W17 3.0 

 6 Christensen  418 CHST Bye W13 L2 D7 2.5 

 7 A.Vanaparti 1069 MNHS W18 L8 W17 D6 2.5 

 8 Combs  UNR CENT W13 W7 L1 L2 2.0 

 9 Dong 1673 MNHS W20 W14 L4 L3 2.0 

10 Kashyap  UNR MNHS W12 L4 W14 L13 2.0 

11 Olson  UNR MNHS L4 W15 W16 L12 2.0 

12 Larson 1135 CHST L10 W21 L3 W11 2.0 

13 Kin  UNR OWV L8 L6 W21 W10 2.0 

14 Schoell-Schaefer  UNR CENT W17 L9 L10 W19 2.0 

15 Jimenez  UNR OWV L5 L11 Bye W18 2.0 

16 Jayanti  895 ELKN L2 Bye L11 W21 2.0 

17 Wilson  UNR OWV L14 W20 L7 L5 1.0 

18 Haldeman  UNR CENT L7 W19 L5 L15 1.0 

19 Kaplun  UNR OWV L1 L18 W20 L14 1.0 

20 Hunkins  UNR BOYS L9 L17 L19 Bye 1.0 

21 Becht  UNR MNHS L3 L12 L13 L16 0.0 
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Middle School Team 6-8  

#  Name  Rating School Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Tot. 

 1 Seetharaman 1759 MNMS W7 W9 W5 W8 4.0 

 2 Adduri 1574 MNMS W10 W5 W9 W6 4.0 

 3 Kantem 1530 MNMS W6 W12 W11 W9 4.0 

 4 Vanaparti  866 MNMS W11 W10 W7 L5 3.0 

 5 Tran 1023 ALAT W8 L2 L1 W4 2.0 

 6 Martens  UNR ALAT L3 W13 W12 L2 2.0 

 7 Ashcraft  306 ALAT L1 BYE L4 W13 2.0 

 8 Spicka  UNR CHST L5 W11 W10 L1 2.0 

 9 C. Hengen 1338 CHST W13 L1 L2 L3 1.0 

10 Nigro  UNR ALAT L2 L4 L8 W12 1.0 

11 Kyzer  UNR ALAT L4 L8 L3 BYE 1.0 

12 Cunningham  235 CHST Bye L3 L6 L10 1.0 

13 Kiran  324 MNMS L9 L6 BYE L7 1.0 

 

Elementary School Team K-5 

#  Name  Rating School Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Tot. 

 1 Tao 1207 CAV W7 W10 W3 W5 4.0 

 2 Bourampeta  384 CATH L5 W4 W7 W9 3.0 

 3 Bokka  744 ALD W10 W8 L1 W6 3.0 

 4 P. Gundabolu  639 ALD W6 L2 W10 W8 3.0 

 5 Lanka  717 ALD W2 L6 W8 L1 2.0 

 6 Sama  479 CATH L4 W5 W9 L3 2.0 

 7 R. Gundabolu  318 ALD L1 Bye L2 W10 2.0 

 8 Misra  266 ANCH Bye L3 L5 L4 1.0 

 9 Gogineni  UNR ALD 1/2 ----- L6 L2 0.5 

10 Mukka  409 CATH L3 L1 L4 L7 0.0 
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State High School Champions 2025    State Middle School Champions 2025 

Millard North High School     Millard North Middle School 

        

 

State Elementary School State Champions 2025 

Aldrich Elementary School (Millard Public Schools) 
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Games from the State Scholastic Team Championship 3/1/2025 

Al Adabi-Dutiel Round 2 Open-Collegiate Section 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. c3 Bc5 4. d4 exd4 5. cxd4 Bb4+ 6. Nc3 d5 7. e5 Nge7 8. 

Bd3 Bg4 9. Be3 Nf5 10. h3 Bxf3 11. Qxf3 Nfxd4 12. Bxd4 Nxd4 13. Qg4 Bxc3 

14. bxc3 Ne6 15. Rb1 c6 16. Bf5 Qe7 17. Bxe6 fxe6 18. 0-0 0-0 19. Rb3 Rf5 20. 

f4 Raf8 21. g3 h5 22. Qf3 Rxe5! 23. fxe5 Rxf3 24. Rxf3 b6 25. Rb2 Qg5 26. Re2 

c5 27. h4 Qg4 28. Kf2 b5 29. Rf4 Qh3 30. Kf3 Qf1+ 31. Ke3 Qc1+ 32. Kd3 c4+ 

and White Resigns.  (0-1) 

Luke Hengen-Dominic Zeisler Round 4 High School Section 

1.  c4 c5 2. Nc3 Nc6 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. e3 e6 5. d4 cxd4 6. exd4 d5 7. Bg5 Bb4 8. a3 

Bxc3+ 9. bxc3 Qa5 10.Qc2 Ne4 11 Bd3 Qxc3+ 12. Qxc3 Nxc3 12. 0-0 dxc4         

13. 0-0 dxc4 14. Bxc4 0-0 15. Rac1 Ne4 16. Bh4 Bd7 17. Rfe1 Nd6 18. d5 exd5 

19. Bxd5 Rfe8 20.Red1 Ne5? (loses a piece) 21. Nxe5 Rxe5 22. Bg3! Rg5 23. 

Bxd6 Bh3 24. Bg3 and Black Resigns (1-0) 

Clover Hengen-Mansi Adduri Round 3 Middle School Section 

1. c4 e5 2. e3 Nf6 3.d4 exd4 4. exd4 d5 5. Nc3 c6 6. Nf3 Be7 7. Be2 0-0 8. 0-0 h6 

9. a3 a5 10. Be3 Bf5 11. c5 Nbd7 12. b4 axb4 13. axb4 Qc7 14. b5 Ne4 15. Nxe4 

Bxe4 16. b6 Qd8 17. Bd3? Rxa1! 18. Qxa1 Bxd3 19. Re1 Be4 20. Nd2 f5     21. f3 

Bd3 22. Bf2 Bg5 23. Nb3 Ba6 24. Na5 Re8 25. Rb1 Be3 26. Bxe3 Rxe3 27. Nxc6 

Qg5 28. Nh4 Re2 29. Rb2 Qxg2++ (0-1) 

Thanush Bokka-Khyaati Round 2 Elementary School Section 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Nf6 4. Nc3 Bc5 5. 0-0 d6 6. d3 Be6 7. Bb3 Qe7?! 8. 

Bg5 h6 9. Bxf6 gxf6 10. Bd5 Nd8 11. g3 Rg8 12. d4 exd4 13. Nxd4 Bxd5 14. 

Nxd5 Qd7? 15. Nxf6+ Ke7 16. Nxd7 Kxd7 17. e5 dxe5 18. Nf3+ Kc8 19. Nxd5 

Bd6 20. Re1 f6 21. Nc4 Nf7 22. Nxd6+ Nxd6 23. Qd2 Rd8 24. Rad1 b6 25. Qxh6 

Kb7 26. Qxf6 a6 27. Re7 Ne4 28. Qf3! Kb8 29. Rxd8+ Ka7 30. Rxa8+ Kxa8 31. 

Qxe4+ Kb8 32. Re8+ Ka7 33. Qa8++ (1-0) 
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Winter Open 3/8-9/2025 

The annual Winter Open was held in early March this year rather than on its 

originally scheduled date in mid-February.  The event was held on the Fort Omaha 

Campus of Metro Community College and was organized and directed by 

Seetharaman Rengenathan of Chess Rockerz, with assistance from Bruce Draney 

and Rakshith Seetharaman.  The event featured an Open section which drew 25 

players that included both of our state co-champions as well as a Rated Beginner’s 

Open (RBO) which drew 18, most of them children.  The blitz event drew 8 and 

was won by Philip Schiff with 5-0.   

Bruce Draney directed the RBO and the winner with a perfect 5-0 score was 

Rithvik Seetharaman.  The Open section was won by Luke Hengen with 4.5-.5.  

Mansi Adduri and Scott Look tied for second with 4.  

Winter Open:  Open Section 3/8/2025 
# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Rnd5 Tot.  

 1 Luke Hengen 2008 W9 W2 W6 W10 D4 4.5 

 2 Mansi Adduri 1568 W17 L1 W16 W15 W7 4.0 

 3 Scott Look 1600 W21 D11 D7 W6 W10 4.0 

 4 Nick Lacroix 2055 W14 W16 D10 1/2 D1 3.5 

 5 Nicholas Gordon 1716 W18 L6 1/2 W11 W13 3.5 

 6 Joseph Pleso 1550 W20 W5 L1 L3 W15 3.0 

 7 Cesar Silva  UNR D23 W12 D3 W8 L2 3.0 

 8 Samanvi Kantem 1564 L11 W18 W14 L7 W16 3.0 

 9 Curtis Holsinger 1344 L1 W20 1/2 W22 D12 3.0 

10 Rakshith Seetharaman 1838 W13 W19 D4 L1 L3 2.5 

11 Sean Padios  811 W8 D3 D15 L5 1/2 2.5 

12 Clive Voynov 1653 D15 L7 D19 W17 D9 2.5 

13 Clover Hengen 1281 L10 W17 1/2 W19 L5 2.5 

14 Vamsi Katta 1371 L4 W21 L8 1/2 W22 2.5 

15 Zachary Larson 1130 D12 W23 D11 L2 L6 2.0 

16 Philip Schiff 1513 W22 L4 L2 W23 L8 2.0 

17 Zachary Bitterman  995 L2 L13 Bye L12 W25 2.0 

18 Nathan Sandquist 1199 L5 L8 1/2 D20 W24 2.0 

19 Marc Copeland  992 Bye L10 D12 L13 D21 2.0 

20 Matthew Holtmeyer  UNR L6 L9 1/2 D18 W23 2.0 

21 Kason Fiedler 1049 L3 L14 D23 Bye D19 2.0 

22 Rithvik Seetharaman  982 L16 --U-- 1/2 L9 L14 1.0 

23 Jerome Tichacek 1400 D7 L15 D21 L16 L20 1.0 

24 Seetharaman Rengenathan   675 1/2 ----- ----- ----- L18 0.5 

25 Prentiss Butler 1103 1/2 ----- ---- ----- L17 0.5 
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Winter Open 3/8-9/2025:   RBO Section  

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Rnd5 Tot.  

 1 Rithvik Seetharaman  982 W12 W9 W10 W2 W6 5.0 

 2 Vivash Kumar  858 W11 W17 W5 L1 W9 4.0 

 3 Advith Bourampeta  384 L4 W13 W9 W17 W11 4.0 

 4 James Gereltod  851 W3 D6 W17 L9 W8 3.5 

 5 Nandham Sama  479 W14 W12 L2 D11 W10 3.5 

 6 Rudhra Pittala  625 W19 D4 D8 W10 L1 3.0 

 7 Venkata Cheedella   242 L10 L11 W19 W16 W12 3.0 

 8 Prayag Gundabolu  835 W16 L10 D6 W15 L4 2.5 

 9 Thanush Bokka   764 W13 L1 L3 W4 L2 2.0 

10 Arjun Andukuri  703 W7 W8 L1 L6 L5 2.0 

11 Gugan Balasubramanian  417 L2 W7 D15 D5 L3 2.0 

12 Durga Chanda 461 L1 L5 W16 W13 L7 2.0 

13 Khyaati Misra  266 L9 L3 W14 L12 W17 2.0 

14 Arqam Shaik  UNR L5 D16 L13 W19 D15 2.0 

15 Yashas Kiran  324 L17 W19 D11 L8 D14 2.0 

16 Abhijay Ponamgi  378 L8 D14 L12 L7 W19 1.5 

17 Teertha Pittala  798 W15 L2 L4 L3 L13 1.0 

18 Vishvajit Kumar  147 L6 L15 L7 L14 L16 0.0 

 

 

Winter Open Sunday Rated Blitz Event 3/9/2025 

# Name Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Rnd5 Tot.  

 1 Philip Schiff 1513 W8 W2 W4 W6 W3 5.0 

 2 Clive Voynov 1653 W3 L1 W5 W4 W6 4.0 

 3 Rithvik Seetharaman  982 L2 W8 W7 W5 L1 3.0 

 4 Rakshith Seetharaman 1838 W7 W5 L1 L2 1/2 2.5 

 5 Curtis Holsinger 1344 W6 L4 L2 L3 W7 2.0 

 6 Michael Zheng  378 L5 D7 W8 L1 L2 1.5 

 7 Zachary Larson 1130 L4 D6 L3 W8 L5 1.5 

 8 Seetharaman Rengenathan  675 L1 L3 L6 L7 1/2 0.5 
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Omaha City Championship 3/15/2025 

The Omaha City Championship was held on March 15, 2025 in Omaha at UNO’s 

CPACS building. It was organized by NSCA President Steven Cusumano and 

directed by Tony Dutiel.  This event was the last major Nebraska tournament of the 

1st Quarter.   

Defending Champion Abhinav Suresh didn’t play but the event drew a nice crowd 

of 35 players to the Open and 16 players combined in the U1200, U800 and U400 

sections.   

The four round open event ended in a 4-way tie for the title between Nick Lacroix, 

Kirill Belashchenko, Chris Kisicki and Jerry Slominski all with 3.5-.5.  Nick Lacroix 

earned the trophy on tie breaks but all 4 are to be congratulated as 2025 Omaha City 

Co-champions.   

Omaha City Championship U1200 Standings 3/15/2025 

#  Name  Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Tot. 

 1 Zach Bitterman  995 W4 W2 W3 3.0 

 2 Anika Vanaparti 1139 W3 L1 W4 2.0 

 3 Aryana Vanaparti  886 L2 W4 L1 1.0 

 4 Trenton Kerger 1061 L1 L3 L2 0.0 

Omaha City Championship U 800 Standings 3/15/2025 

#  Name  Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Rnd5 Total 

 1 Rhudra Pittala  625 L5 Bye W4 W2 W6 4.0 

 2 Thanush Bokka  764 W3 D4 W5 L1 W7 3.5 

 3 Akhil Devarapalty  UNR L2 W7 L6 Bye W4 3.0 

 4 Sathvik Sarathkumar  491 Bye D2 L1 W6 L3 2.5 

 5 Kyle Kerger  UNR W1 W6 L2 L7 1/2 2.5 

 6 S. Alagankancharla  547 W7 L5 W3 L4 L1 2.0 

 7 Teertha Pittala  798 L6 L3 Bye W5 L2 2.0 

Omaha City Championship U 400 Standings 3/15/2025 

#  Name  Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Rnd5 Tot. 

 1 Arqam Shaik  UNR W5 L4 U---- W2 W3 3.0 

 2 Yashas Kiran  324 W3 W5 W4 L1 U---- 3.0 

 3 Keaton Hunkins  251 L2 U--- W5 W4 L1 2.0 

 4 Misra Khyaati  266 U---- W1 L2 L3 W5 2.0 

 5 McKellon Johnson  UNR L1 L2 L3 U---- L4 0.0 

        35 



2025 Omaha City Championship 3/15/2025 at UNO directed by Tony Dutiel.   

#  Name  Rating Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Tot. 

 1 Nick Lacroix 2053 W16 W13 W6 D2 3.5 

 2 Kirill Belashchenko 1975 W28 W14 W8 D1 3.5 

 3 Chris Kisicki 1883 W19 D12 W24 W7 3.5 

 4 Jerry Slominski 1730 1/2 W32 W10 W12 3.5 

 5 Siddharth Parthasarathy  1950 W35 W25 L7 W14 3.0 

 6 John Davidson 1764 W9 W21 L1 W19 3.0 

 7 Dominic Zeisler 1747 W30 W20 W5 L3 3.0 

 8 Thomas Jessop 1755 W29 W23 L2 W18 3.0 

 9 Julius Meduna 1361 L6 W15 W20 W13 3.0 

10 Steven Cusumano 1931 W18 D24 L4 W21 2.5 

11 Joe Knapp 1867 1/2 W26 L12 W24 2.5 

12 Jack Rankin 1584 W33 D3 W11 L4 2.5 

13 Sergey Soldatenkov 1718 W22 L1 W30 L9 2.0 

14 Scott Look 1621 W31 L2 W22 L5 2.0 

15 Osama Al Hadabi 1655 L21 L9 W29 W26 2.0 

16 Philip Schiff 1530 L1 L30 W28 W34 2.0 

17 Aurora Sater 1551 L20 D29 D32 W33 2.0 

18 Michael Schaal 1398 L10 W31 W27 L8 2.0 

19 Joaquin Siado Castaneda 1394 L3 W33 W34 L6 2.0 

20 Spencer Trana 1258 W17 L7 L9 W30 2.0 

21 Rui Tao 1213 W15 L6 W25 L10 2.0 

22 Kolby McGowan 1218 L13 W28 L14 W32 2.0 

23 Sean Padios  984 Bye L8 L26 W35 2.0 

24 Jonathan Reigenborn 1583 W34 L5 L21 D27 1.5 

25 Nikshith Alagankancharla 1594 W27 D10 L3 L11 1.5 

26 Matt Koppinger 1559 D32 L11 W23 L15 1.5 

27 Zach Larson 1170 L24 W35 L18 D25 1.5 

28 Tom Lombard 1400 L2 L22 L16 Bye 1.0 

29 Curtis Holsinger 1380 L8 D17 L15 D31 1.0 

30 Matt Savage 1250 L7 W16 L13 L20 1.0 

31 Nathan Sandquist 1181 L14 L18 D35 D29 1.0 

32 Daniel Katerenchuk 1133 D26 L4 D17 L22 1.0 

33 Shravan Sarathkumar 1053 L12 L19 Bye L17 1.0 

34 Marc Copeland 1047 L25 Bye L19 L16 1.0 

35 Vamsi Katta 1369 L5 L27 D31 L23 0.5 
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Games from the 2025 Omaha City Championship 

Round 1:   

Schaal 1398-Cusumano 1931 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. Bd2 0-0 5. Nf3 d5 6.e3 c5 7.a3 Bxc3 8. Bxc3 cxd4 

9. Bxd4 Nc6 10. Be2 dxc4 11. Bxc4 Nxd4 12. Qxd4 b6 13. 0-0 Bb7 14. Be2 Qe7 15. 

Rfd1 Rfd8 16. Qf4 Nd5 17. Qg3 Rac8 18. Rac1 Qf6 19. Nd4 e5 20. Nf3 e4 21. Nd4 

Rc5 22. Bg4 g6 23. Bf5 Ne7 24. Bg4 h5 25. Bxh5 Rxh5 26. Qc7 Nf5 27. Qxb7 Nxd4 

28. exd4 Rf5 29 Rc8 Rxc8 30. Qxc8+ Kg7 31. Qc3 Rd5 32.g3 Qf5 33. Qe3 Qg4 34. 

Rc1 Rh5 35.f4? exf4 e.p. 36. Qf2 Rd5 37. Rd1 Qe4 38.h4 Rd6 39. Kf1 g5 40. Qh2 

Re6 41.d5 Re5 42. Rd4 and White Resigns (0-1) 

 

Round 3:   

Kisicki 1883-Alagankancharla 1594 

1. e4 e5 2. Nc3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Nf6 4. d3 Bc5 5. f4 d6 6. f5 Bxg1 7. Rxg1 h6 8. a3 Nh7 

9. Qh5 0-0 10. Bd2 Nd4 11. 0-0-0 c6 12. Rde1 b5 13. Ba2 a5 14. Nd1 b4 15. a4 Qb6 

16. Be3 Qc5 17. Bxd4 Qxd4 18. Rgf1 Qb6 19. Rf3 Qd8 20. Rg3 Qf6? 21. Rg6! 

Resigns (1-0)   

Belashchenko 1975-T. Jessop 1755 

1.e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. Bb5+ Bd7 4. Bxd7 Nxd7 5. 0-0 Ngf6 6. Re1 e6 7.d4 cxd4 8. 

Nxd4 Be7 9.c4 Qa5 10. Nc3 a6 11.a3 Rc8 12.b4 Qc7 13. Bb2 Ne5 14. Rc1 Nxc4 15. 

Ba1 Nxa3? 16. Qa4+ Nb5 17. Ncxb5 Qxc1? 18. Nc7+!!  Resigns (1-0) The deadly 

double check.  

Round 4: 

Cusumano 1931-J. Slominski 1730 

1.e4 c5 2. Nf3 g6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Bg7 5. c4 Nc6 6. Nb3?! Knight is probably 

misplaced here.  Nf6 7. Nc3 a5 8. Be3 a4 9. Nd4 Qa5! 10. Nxc6 dxc6 11. Qc2? Ng4 

12. Bd2 Qc5 13. Nd1 (forced) Bd4 14. Bc3 a3 15.b4 Qe5*Search engine claimed 

Rc1! is the only saving move.  16. Bd3?? Nxf2 17. Resigns (0-1) *Limited notes and 

annotations by Jerry due to space considerations. *   
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THE 1975 U.S. OPEN ANNIVERSARY TOURNAMENT 

If you enjoyed last year’s Hall of Fame Champions Celebration, you will most 

certainly enjoy the Hall of Fame Golden Anniversary of the 1975 U.S. Open which 

will be held in Lincoln at the Graduate Hotel on Saturday May 31st-Sunday June 1st.   

The TLA for the event has not yet appeared in Chess Life and we already have twenty  

players registered and it is shaping up to be possibly the strongest Open tournament 

ever held in the state as there are currently three Grandmasters playing, three 

International Masters, a Woman’s International Master and former U.S. Women’s 

Champion.  In addition, numerous Nebraska State Champions are playing and we 

currently have numerous Senior Masters, Life Masters and National Masters also 

playing.   In fact, the tournament is so top heavy already we have added $1200 in 

the form of two Expert prizes bringing the total prize fund to $11,200.00 guaranteed.   

The event this year is a 5 round Swiss System with 3 rounds on Saturday and two on 

Sunday.  Special guest is Nebraska Hall of Fame Legend Loren Schmidt who drew 

1975 U.S. Open Co-Champion Pal Benko in the original event.   Loren plans to go 

through the game in a special Sunday morning presentation prior to the start of round 

4.   

The focus of this year’s event is different from last year which was a reunion of 

Nebraska greats from the 1970’s.  This year the event celebrates the 50th anniversary 

of the last U.S. Open held in Nebraska in 1975.  That event featured over 300 of the 

country’s strongest players and a number of Nebraskans who played in 1975 are 

actually returning to play this year as well.   

If you want to register for the event, you can now find the information on 

kingregistration.com.  Don’t miss out on this once in a lifetime chess event.  The 

entry fee is $95.00 in advance, but if you wait until the last minute, it will cost you 

$120.00.   

Last year the Champions Celebration drew 70.  We are hoping to exceed that number 

this year and it would be amazing if we could get 100 to show up.  The Graduate is 

actually the same hotel where the 1975 event was held although it has changed 

names and ownership several times.   
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Closing Thoughts by Gambit Editor Bruce Draney 

At 39 pages this is my longest issue to date and it is really jammed with games, cross 

tables, a calendar of next quarter’s events and a humorous story from Hall of Famer 

Bart Lewis who was an instrumental person in bringing the 1975 U.S. Open to 

Lincoln.   

Some shout outs that I didn’t have space or time to fit into this issue with full details:   

Congratulations are in order to Guru Gurumoorthi who defeated Grand Master 

Gurevich in Schaumburg, Illinois at the U.S. Amateur Team North tournament in 

February.  Guru is now among the top players in his age group in the country and 

his future looks bright.   

Space permitting, I will try to fit in a writeup that includes the game in the next issue.  

Rod Malpert analyzed the game and came away very impressed with Guru’s play.  

Only two players younger than Guru have ever defeated a Grandmaster in a regular 

rated over the board chess game. 

Congratulations also to Siddharth Parthasarathy who scored 4.5 out of 5 at the same 

event and is also now in the top 50 for his age in the country.   

Congratulations to Luke Hengen who is Nebraska’s newest Expert.  Luke who is 

only 15, is now Nebraska’s youngest Expert.   

Congratulations to Millard North High School who not only won the State Scholastic 

Team Championship in February as reported in this issue, they also finished first in 

the Omaha Metro Chess League.  Despite repeated storms on Wednesdays, which 

caused lots of cancellations, the league was a big success in its first year attracting 7 

teams. The plan is to expand the league next year to include more schools.   

Thanks to Nick Lacroix and Scott Look for helping me hold two symposiums on 

chess at the Millard Library Chess Club on February 15th and March 15th.    

Just a note that the Millard Library Chess Club which normally meets on Sunday 

afternoons here in Omaha at 132nd and Westview will not meet on March 30th, April 

6th, 13th, 20th or 27th due to construction and library renovations going on during that 

time.  After Sunday March 23rd, our next meeting will be on May 4th.   

The next Gambit issue will be out at the end of June and will cover the 

aforementioned Golden Anniversary of the U.S. Open Tournament as well as the 

Midwest Open and the Summer Open among other things.      
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