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American Robert A. Lincoln was named the best two-mover miniature problems
composer in the world.

Robet A.Lincoln

Mate in Two
This problem of his was awarded an Honorable Mention in a tourney
organized by ‘Buletin Problemistic’ magazine (Romania) in 1990.
Key 1.Nb4! puts Black in waiting, and four nice variations are:
1...a1Q 2.Qc2#,1...aIN 2.Nc3#,1...Kal 2.Qxa2#,1...N-any 2.Qb2#.
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Nebraska Chess Information Page

Lincoln Chess Foundation 4014 N ST Lincoln NE 68510
President-Kent Nelson, Treasurer-Bruce Draney, Secretary Andrea Draney, Director Daniel
Draney, Director Aaron PeeksMease

Omaha Chess Community
President-Michael Gooch
7215 N 162" ST Bennington NE 68007

Nebraska State Chess Association
President-Steven Cusumano, Omaha VP-Michael Mills, Lincoln VP-John Linscott, Outstate
VP-Vince Jodoin, Secretary-JJ Lang, Treasurer-Jenny Tricker

Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame 14002 Frederick CIR Omaha NE 68138
President-Bruce Draney (gambiteer49@yahoo.com) 2023-2024 HOF Selection Committee:
Gary Colvin, Bruce Draney, Rod Malpert.

ACTIVE NEBRASKA CHESS CLUBS

OMAHA:
Spence Chess Club-Meets on Wednesday night from 7-10 for USCF rated play. West Hills
Church basement 3015 S 82" AVE Omaha, NE-John Hartmann

Camelot Chess Club-Meets on Friday afternoon 12-4 PM for unrated casual play
Location: Camelot Community Center 9270 Cady AVE Omaha, NE-John Bagley

Millard Library Chess Club-Meets on Sunday afternoon 2:30-4:30 for unrated and occasional
rated play. Location: Millard Public Library 13214 Westwood LN Omaha, NE. Bruce Draney
(402) 312-6335 or Scott Look (402) 889-1779

Increase the Piece Chess Club-Meets on Monday night 4-7:30 PM for casual play
Location: Washington Library 29" & Ames AVE, Omaha, NE Jerome Helm

International Café-2416 Farnam ST Omaha, NE 68131 Thursday and Saturday 4-8 PM
Richard Hudrin
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LINCOLN SCC Chess Club-Meets on Wednesday nights at SE Community. College 89" & O
ST, Lincoln, NE for casual and occasional rated play. Leo Iacono

Capital City Chess Club-Meets on Tuesday 5-8 PM at Meadowlark Coffee and Espresso, 1624
South ST and Thursday 6-9 PM at The Post 2001 N ST in Lincoln, NE, for casual and
occasional rated play. Chris Etheredge

Cigarz Chess Club-Meets on Monday Nights at Cigarz Lounge, STE 104 800 Q, Lincoln NE
402-904-3460, for casual play. Stacy Williams

UNL Chess Club-Meets on Monday Nights at UNL Student Union Food Court B on 14" & R
Lincoln, NE, from 6-8 PM for casual play. Julia Haller or Max Vitek

OUTSTATE:

Beatrice Chess Club-Meets on Tuesday 6-8 PM at Beatrice Public Library 100 N 16 ST,
Beatrice, NE 68310, for casual play. Crystal Harral 402-446-2723

Nebraska City Chess Club-Meets on Thursday 4:30-6:30 PM at Morton James Public Library,
923 1* Corso, Nebraska City, NE 68410, Kyle Madison 712-520-0859

Grand Island Competitive Chess Club-Meets on Saturday, 11-3PM at Grand Island Public
Library 1124 W 2" ST, Grand Island, NE 68801, Zach May

Kearney Nebraska Chess Club-Central Nebraska Chess Club-Meets on Saturday 2-5 PM at
Kearney Public Library, 2020 1% AVE, Kearney, NE 68847 for casual and occasional rated play
Eric Ring 308-240-1793 or Alex Maiwaldt 308-293-9116

Davenport Chess Club-Davenport Public Library 109 N Maple AVE, Davenport, NE 68335
Jack Roegner 765-407-0895

Nebraska Chess Related Websites:
NSCA Website-www.nebraskachess.com, LLeo Iacono Webmaster

Facebook: Nebraska Chess Community group, Nebraska Chess History group, Central
Nebraska Chess Facebook Group, UNO Chess Group

National Online Chess Playing Sites
Chess.com Lichess.com



EDITOR’S NOTES AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Rod Malpert-Rod continues his generous support of Nebraska chess, again sponsoring one of
the finest tournaments ever held in Nebraska in Lincoln at the Graduate Hotel on May 31-June
1, in celebration of the 50™ Anniversary of the 1975 U.S. Open and another fine Hall of Fame
Induction Awards Banquet on the Friday night prior to the event.

Leo Iacono-Leo not only runs one of Lincoln’s most successful chess clubs at SCC on
Wednesday nights, he also now is the NSCA webmaster. He always promptly posts new news
and information and takes down old or stale information and has made the website a valuable
online resource for Nebraska chess.

Gary Colvin-Gary and I have known each other for over 50 years and this year Gary was an
integral team member in organizing the Hall of Fame U.S. Open 50™ Anniversary tournament
and was also inducted into the Hall of Fame along with me and seven other very deserving
individuals.

Kent Nelson-Kent and I have also been friends for over 50 years and he has always been
tremendously supportive of not only me but of any good ideas that benefit chess in Nebraska.
I’ve been informed that Kent and Gary are intending to write a new book on the Nebraska
Chess Hall of Fame so I definitely am flattered and look forward to working with them in any
way I can.

Nick Lacroix-Nick won this year’s 75" Midwest Open with a score of 4.5-.5 and as a result
qualified to play yet again in the Closed where he could possibly win or tie for a 3™ straight
championship. Nick also has recently helped direct given lectures at symposiums.

Gabe Hoffman-Gabe is the winner of the Hall of Fame $1,000.00 chess scholarship. Gabe also
supplies an article in this issue about his experiences at Super Nationals. Gabe also was an

assistant tournament director at the Hall of Fame 50" U.S. Open Anniversary tournament on
May 31-June 1.

Sidd Parthasarathy-Sidd reached number one in the nation for top rated 8-year-olds. This is
an amazing accomplishment.

Luke Hengen-Luke reached a published rating of over 2000, an Expert at only 15.

Congratulations to Jerry Slominski, Luke Hengen, Shannor Qiang, Sidd Parthasarthy and
Mansi Adurri, who all won the right to play as Nebraska’s representatives to the national
invitational tournaments this August.

Allison Hengen-Who provided a professional and highly polished press release again this year
that helped promote the Hall of Fame 50 U.S. Open Anniversary tournament.

Richard Perry, Kevin Fleming, Paul Rohwer, Mike Blankenau, Mike Mathews, Bob
Woodworth and Bart Lewis-Who along with Gary and Bruce became the latest additions to
the Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame class of 2024.
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CHESS AROUND THE STATE IN APRIL (AND VERY LATE MARCH)

On Saturday March 29" NSCA President Steven Cusumano hosted a 5™ Riverfront
Invitational. Eight players participated in a 3 round Swiss won by Nick Lacroix with 2.5. Will
Osborne was 2™ with 2-1.

On Wednesday April 2™, SCC (finally) hosted a Wednesday night G/10+2 Action tournament.
It drew a nice crowd of 17 and first place was shared by Will Osborne and Nicholas Gordon
both with 4-1.

On the same night (April 2"), the Spence Club in Omaha held a 3+2 Blitz tournament that drew
13 players. First place was shared by Abhinav Suresh and Luke Hengen both with 9.0.

On Saturday April 12""-UNO hosted a 4 Round Swiss event at the CPACS building on campus.
The event drew 21 players in the Open section and first was shared by Tony Dutiel and Kevin
Albright of Kansas both with 3.5 out of 4.0.

On Saturday and Sunday April 121-13", the UNL Chess Team sent two teams to the Big 10
Championships in Bloomington, Indiana. The two teams showed a marked improvement over
last year, winning 9 and drawing 6 this year. See the article by Max Vitek in this issue.

On Wednesday April 16™, a two week long 4 round G/35;d5 tournament concluded at the
Spence Club. The event drew 8 players and was won by Nick Lacroix and Steven Cusumano
both with 3.5 out of 4.0.

On Thursday April 17", The Post in Lincoln hosted a Fun Blitz double round robin 5+2 event
directed by Joaquin Siado that drew 5 players. Winner was Leo Iacono with 7.0 points.

On Saturday April 26, the annual Fremont Chess Fest was held at the middle school in
Fremont for young beginners. Although the event was on the same Saturday as the Midwest
Open it drew only beginning chess players, most of whom were not USCF members. Players
were grouped by age and ability into small groups of 4-6 and each group played a round robin.
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UNO Tournament 4/12/2025

UNO’s CPACS Building was the site of a rated tournament on Saturday April 12", Total
attendance was 47 with 21 in the Open. The event was directed by Michael Mills. Open

section was won by Tony Dutiel of Omaha and Adam Albright of Kansas both with 3.5-.5. April
12" UNO Tournament Open Section.

# Name Ratg Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5
1 Dutiel 1750 W13 W12 W9 D2 3.5
2 Albright 1533 W18 W5 W6 D1 3.5
3 JSlominski 1764 Vs Wwi4 D11 W9 3.0
4 Nikshith A 1675 L12 W17 W18 W11 3.0
5 Lacroix 2066 w10 L2 W13 Va 2.5
6 Osborne 1913 Y W15 L2 W12 2.5
7 Look 1618 W21 DIl L8 W16 2.5
8 GSlominski 1170 Y W21 W7 2.5
9 Kantem 1555 W20 W19 L1 L3 2.0
10 Koppinger 1519 L5 W16 L12 W15 2.0
11 Adduri 1529 W17 D7 D3 L4 2.0
12 Trana 1355 W4 L1 W10 L6 2.0
13 Silva 1422 L1 W20 L5 W18 2.0
14 Cusumano 1900 D16[8D1] L3 L15 W20 1.5
15 Pasupuleti 1576 Vo L6 w14 L10 1.5
16 Schiff 1509 D14 L10 W21 L7 1.5
17 Sarathkumar 1040 L11 L4 D20 W21 1.5
18 James 937 L2 Bye L4 L13 1.0
19 Schaal 927 Bye L9 --- --- 1.0
20 Larson 1219 L9 LI3 D17 L14 0.5
21 Lombard 1400 L7 L8 L16 L17 0.0

*Not arranged by tie breaks but by rating*



UNL CHESS TEAM SHOWS IMPROVEMENT ON TRIP TO BIG 10 CHESS
CHAMPIONSHIPS IN BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA. A Report by UNL Chess Club
Treasurer Max Vitek

In late April, the UNL Chess Club had the privilege to head out to Indiana University to
compete in the annual Big Ten Chess Tournament. It was a weekend of good-natured
competition, camaraderie, and a massive leap forward for the club.

The process started at the beginning of the school year when our club began a series of monthly
FRO (For Rating Only) tournaments. The tournaments were to give us not only a chance to gain
experience and work on our ratings, but also to generate the money to cover the travel and
accommodation for the Big Ten tournament as well as to have fun.

Thanks to excellent attendance and contributions from our chess community locally, and the
generosity of Rodney Malpert, we were able to pay for virtually the entire trip cost for two
teams. Last year we were only able to bring one team who paid fully out of pocket all of their
costs.

Our team drove down from Lincoln to Bloomington, Indiana, early Friday morning in two cars.
The ride was abuzz with great discussion, some chess, a lot of trivia and some really funny
stories. One of the best parts of the trip was our accommodations. We got a great value on an
eight-room Airbnb a mile from campus which enabled us to have our own spaces while still
having community areas. We were able to have a blast playing card games at night after the
tournament ended thanks to a forward-looking President Julia Haller. .

The Big Ten Chess Tournament was a five-round team competition, and each university can
enter four players (with an alternate, if they wish). Although competition was tough and the
outcome was not exactly in our column, our teams improved from last year.

One of our teams finished with 1 out of 5 match points, while the other earned 0.5 out of 5.
Though modest scores, they mark progress compared to last year, when UNL walked away
without scoring any points. Every round gave us valuable experience, and we spent a lot of
time analyzing our games.

Notably, Nick Rathman had a great individual performance, scoring 3 out of 4 — plus one win

by forfeit. His solid play was a bright spot for the team and he lifted everyone up with his great

sense of humor. I’d also like to shout out our top board, Jack Rankin, who although didn’t have
the best tournament as he exclusively played expert level players was always willing to listen to
my thoughts and was up for practice matches.

The weekend concluded in a fantastic 4 round blitz tournament. It was a great and appropriate
way to conclude a weekend that merged tough competition with team camaraderie and mutual
love of chess.
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We're happy at what we accomplished this year and we are looking forward to going to it next
year pending unforeseen circumstances. Thank you everyone who enabled this incredibly
experience such as the aforementioned Rodney Malpert, Bruce Draney and Chris Etheredge.

I have attached my 2 best games from the tournament.

Max Vitek
Treasurer, UNL Chess Club

Game 3:

Max Vitek UNL A (UNR) vs Mike McGowan Michigan State A (1526)

1. e4 ¢5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. BbS €6 4. Nc3 a6 5. Bxc6 bxc6 6. 0-O Be7 7. Rel d5 8. €5 Nh6 9. d4
Nf5 10. Ne2 0-O 11. ¢3 cxd4 12. Nexd4 Nxd4 13. Qxd4 6 14. Bf4 fxe5 15. Nxe5 Bf6 16. Qd2
Bd7 17. Rabl Qe7 18. ¢4 Rac8 19. h3 Bxe5 20. Bxe5 Qh4 21. cxd5 exd5 22. Bg3 Qf6 23. BeS
Qg6 24. Qc3 BfS 25. Rbel Bed 26. Qg3 Qxg3 27. Bxg3 (1/2-1/2)

Game 5:
Max Vitek UNL A (UNR) vs Maria Carolina Zensen-Simoes USC A (UNR)

1.e4 c62.d4 d5 3. 13 dxed 4. fxed €5 5. Nf3 Bg4 6. Be3 Nf6 7. Nc3 Bb4 8. dxe5 Bxc3+ 9.
bxc3 Qxd1+ 10. Rxdl Nxe4 11. Bd4 Nd7 12. Bd3 Nec5 13. O-O O-O 14. h3 Bh5 15. Bc4 Rae8
16. Rd2 b5 17. Bb3 Nxb3 18. cxb3 Bxf3 19. Rxf3 a5 20. b4 axb4 21. cxb4 Nxe5 22. Bxe5 Rxe5
23. Rc3 Re6 24. Kf2 Ra8 25. Rdc2 g6 26. Rd3 Kg7 27. a3 f5 28. Rec3 Kf6 29. g4 fxgd 30.
hxg4 h6 31. Kg3 Rae8 32. Rf3+ Kg7 33. Rcd3 R8e7 34. Kh4 Rel 35. Rd6 g5+ 36. Kg3 Rgl+
37. Kh3 Rh1+ 38. Kg3 Rgl+ 39. Kh3 Rcl 40. Kg3 Rgl+ (1/2-1/2)

*Editor’s Note: Due to space considerations, I did not include Max’s extensive annotations of
these two games.



The 75™ Midwest/Nebraska Open April 26-27"-Omaha, NE. Organized by Steven
Cusumano and Directed by Ben Bratz.

The 75" edition of the Midwest/Nebraska Open was held on Saturday and Sunday April
26-27, 2025 at the Omaha Regency Marriott near [-680 and West Dodge in Omaha. Attendance
was down slightly from the past two years but was still respectable at 45 who played at least
one game. An RBO on Saturday afternoon drew another 10 all rated below 1100.

Winner of the Open was Nick Lacroix who defeated rising lowa star Irene Fei in round 5
to finish with 4.5. Fei, Guru Gurumoorthi and Luke Hengen tied for 2" with 4-1. The RBO
winner was Rithvik Seetharaman with 4.5 out of 5. Things ran smoothly and the Midwest
continues to be Nebraska’s oldest and most prestigious open tournament.

The event was both a Player of the Year (POY) event and a State Closed Qualifying
event. By virtue of his finish, Nick Lacroix earns the 2™ slot in next January’s Closed
Championship which is fitting, since Nick actually tied for the State Closed Championship this
past January but was edged out of earning the champion’s slot by Luke Hengen who had
superior tie-breaks.

There are two more qualifying tournaments including the Open Section of the
Cornhusker State Games on June 19-20 in Lincoln and the Great Plains Open next fall also in
Lincoln. The final two slots will be awarded to the top 2 POY finishers who haven’t already
qualified.

2025 Midwest Open RBO Section 4/26/2025

# | Name Rating | Rd1 | Rd2 | Rd3 |Rd4 |Rd5 | Total
1 | Rithvik Seetharaman 1037 |W7 |WI0 | D4 |W2 |W3 |45
2 | Yashas Kiran 375 |W3 D4 |W5 |L1I | W8 |35
3 | Daryan Mora UNR |L2 |W7 |W6 W4 L1 |3.0
4 | Advith Bourampeta 722 |W9 |[D2 |Dl |L3 |W7 |3.0
5 | Sashwitha Alagankancharla | 533 | D6 |W8 |L2 |L7 |W9 |25
6 | Agan Murugesan 180 |D5 |W9 |L3 |L8 |WI0|2.5
7 | Gugan Balasubramanian 438 |L1 |L3 |WIO|WS5 |L4 |2.0
8 | Sathvik Sarathkumar 498 |L10|LS |W9 W6 (L2 |20
9 | Keaton Hunkins 268 |L4 |L6 |L8 |WIO|LS |1.0
10 | McKellen Johnson 101 |w8 |L1 |L7 |L9 |L6 |1.0




Midwest Open-4/26-27/2025, Open Section.

# | Name Rating | Rnd]l | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | RndS5 | Total
1 | Nick Lacroix 2053 | W29 | W10 | W28 | % W2 |45
2 | WFM Irene Fei 2011 | W34 | W7 | WIl | W5 |LI1 4.0
3 | Guru Gurumoorthi 1919 | W15 | LS W31 | W12 | W11 | 4.0
4 | Luke Hengen 2011 | W44 | W6 | LS W26 | W10 | 4.0
5 | John Drippe 2093 | W13 | W3 | W4 L2 D8 3.5
6 | Thomas Jessop 1756 | W23 | L4 W37 | D7 W20 | 3.5
7 | Steven Cusumano 1904 | W26 | L2 W33 | D6 W22 | 3.5
8 | Will Osborne 1892 | W17 | W18 | D19 | D5 3.5
9 | Nikshith Alagankancharla | 1599 | L10 | W38 | D21 W29 | W19 | 3.5
10 | Joe Knapp 1852 | W9 | LI W32 | W15 | L4 3.0
11 | Samuel Mehlhaff 1862 | W14 | W19 | L2 W28 | L3 3.0
12 | Dominic Zeisler 1766 | L19 | W31 | W25 | L3 W27 | 3.0
13 | Rakshith Seetharaman 1805 | LS W27 | D24 | D18 | W28 | 3.0
14 | Michael Mills 1601 | L11 | W39 | L20 W30 | W32 | 3.0
15 | Nicholas Gordon 1700 | L3 W33 | W38 | L10 | W31 | 3.0
16 | Samanvi Kantem 1596 | W35 | L23 | L19 W33 | W26 | 3.0
17 | Christopher Kisicki 1890 | D36 | LS D30 | W37 | W21 | 3.0
18 | Kolby McGowan 1285 | % W30 | L8 D13 | W36 | 3.0
19 | Michael Mammorstein 1954 | W12 | L11 | W16 | DS L9 2.5
20 | Advaith Sama 1285 | L27 | W45 | W14 | D24 | L6 2.5
21 | Shravan Sarathkumar 1040 | D30 | D37 | D9 W36 | L17 |25
22 | Ajay Pasupuleti 1576 | W24 | D44 | D23 | L7 2.5
23 | Sidd Parthasarathy 1937 | L6 Wi6 | W27 | D22 | WD |25
24 | Jacob Peters 1343 | L22 | W42 | D13 | D20 |% 2.5
25 | Ayaan Desai 1244 | L32 | W4l | LI12 D34 | W40 | 2.5
26 | Gary Schuster 1700 | L7 W32 | W35 | L4 L16 |2.0
27 | Mansi Adduri 1539 | W20 | L13 | L23 W35 | L12 | 2.0
28 | Philip Schiff 1509 | W43 | W34 | LI L11 |L13 |20
29 | Aaron PeecksMease 1797 | L1 W36 | D39 | L9 D37 |20
30 | Thomas Lombard 1400 | D21 |L18 | D17 |L14 | W42 |20
31 | Maria Leboeuf 1497 | W42 | L12 | L3 W38 | L15 | 2.0
32 | Matthew Koppinger 1519 | W25 | L26 | LI10 W41l | L14 | 2.0
33 | Jared McCormick 1360 | W41 |L15 | L7 L16 | Bye |2.0
34 | Noah Polacek 1776 | L2 L28 | % D25 | W43 | 2.0
35 | Spencer Trana 1355 | L16 | W43 | L26 L27 | W41 | 2.0
36 | Scott Look 1619 | D17 |L29 | W40 |L21 |L18 | 1.5
37 | Steven Jacobs 1400 | % D21 | L6 L17 | D29 | 1.5
38 | Courtney Wiazlinski UNR | Bye |L9 L15 L31 | % 1.5
39 | Jeffery Solheim 1505 | W45 |L14 | D29 | WD | --——-- 1.5
40 | Rithvik Seetharaman 1037 | ' U---- | L36 Bye |L25 | 1.5
41 | Cole Skoumal UNR | L33 |L25 | WF45|L32 |L35 |1.0
42 | Zachary Bitterman 1119 | L31 |L24 | % D43 | L30 | 1.0
43 | Clover Hengen 1237 | L28 | L35 |% D42 | L34 | 1.0
44 | John Davidson 1771 | L4 D22 | % WD | ----- 1.0
45 | Alan Zhuang 1224 | L39 | L20 |LF41 | | --—-- 0.5




Games from the Midwest Open
Round 1:
R. Seetharaman-Drippe

1. e4 €5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. BbS a6 4. Bad Nf6 5. 0-O b5 6. Bb3 Bc5 7. ¢3 d6 8. d3 h6 9. h3 0-O 10. Rel Bb6 11.
Nbd2 Ne7 12. Nfl Ng6 13. a4 RbS 14. axb5 axb5 15. Be3 Bxe3 16. fxe3 ¢5 17. Bc2 Qb6 18. d4 b4 19. Bd3
Bb7 20. Ng3 Rfe8 21. d5 Ra8 22. Qb3 Rxal 23. Rxal c4 24. Qxcd Qxe3+ 25. Kh2 bxc3 26. Rel Qf4 27. Qxc3
Nh5 28. Qc7 Qxg3+ 29. Kh1 Nh4 30. Rgl Nxf3 (0-1)

Lacroix-PeeksMease

1.d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. cxd5 cxd5 5. Nf3 Nc6 6. Bf4 Bf5 7. €3 €6 8. Rcl a6 9. Bd3 Bxd3 10. Qxd3 g6
11. O-O Bg7 12. Na4 Ne4 13. a3 g5 14. Be5 Nxe5 15. Nxe5 f6 16. Nf3 Bf8 17. Nd2 Nxd2 18. Qxd2 Bd6 19.
Rc2 Re8 20. Rxc8 Qxc8 21. Rel Qb8 22. g3 Ke7 23. Nb6 Be7 24. Qb4+ Kf7 25. Nd7 Qc8 26. Nc5 Bd6 27.
Qxb7+ Qxb7 28. Nxb7 Be7 29. b4 Rb8 30. Na5 Bd8 31. Nc6 Ra8 (1-0)

L. Hengen-Davidson

1. c4 e5 2. Nc3 Nf6 3. Nf3 Ncb6 4. e3 d5 5. cxd5 Nxd5 6. BbS Nxe3 7. bxe3 Bd6 8. d4 Bd7 9. O-O O-0 10. e4
a6 11. Be2 Kh8 12. dxe5 Nxe5 13. Nd4 c5 14. Nc2 Be6 15. f4 Ng6 16. e5 Bc7 17. Be3 b6 18. Qxd8 Rfxd8 19.
Radl Ba4 20. Rxd8+ Rxd8 21. Na3 b5 22. c4 b4 23. Nb1 Bc2 24. Bxc5 Nxf4 25. Rxf4 Bxb1 26. Rxf7 Bxe5 27.
Bxb4 Bxa2 28. Rf3 Bb2 29. Bc3 Bel 30. BaS Re8 31. Kf2 Bb2 32. Be3 Bxc3 33. Rxc3 Re8 34. ¢5 Rf8+ 35.
Ke3 g6 36. Bxa6 Bd5 37. Rc2 Be6 38. Kd4 Kg7 39. Ke5 Rd8 40. Be4 h5 41. g3 Kh6 42. Rf2 Kg5 43. Rf6 Re8+
44. Re6 Rxe6+ 45. Bxe6 h4 46. Kd6 Bf3 47. c6 hxg3 48. hxg3 Kf6 49. ¢7 Bb7 50. c8=Q Bxc8 51. Bxc8 Kf7 52.
Ke5 Kg7 53. Be6 Kh6 54. Kf6 Kh7 55. Bf7 Kh6 56. g4 Kh7 57. Bxg6+ Kho6 58. g5# (1-0)

Round 2:
Drippe-Gurumoorthi

1.d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. €3 O-O 5. Bd3 d5 6. a3 Be7 7. Nf3 b6 8. cxd5 exd5 9. O-O Bb7 10. Ne5 ¢5 11.
f4 Nc6 12. Kh1 cxd4 13. exd4 Nxd4 14. Bxh7+ Kxh7 15. Qxd4 Ne4 16. b4 Rc8 17. Bb2 Bf6 18. Radl Nxc3 19.
Bxc3 Qe7 20. Rf3 g6 21. Qd2 Kg7 22. Bd4 Qe6 23. f5 Qe7 24. Ng4 Bxd4 25. {6+ Bxf6 26. Qh6+ Kg8 27.
Nxfo+ Qxt6 28. Rxf6 Rc6 29. Rxc6 Bxc6 30. Rd4 Re8 31. h3 Rel+ 32. Kh2 (1-0)

Marmorstein-Mehlhaff

1. d4 d5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. g3 Bf5 4. Bg2 ¢6 5. ¢4 ¢6 6. Nc3 Nbd7 7. Qb3 Qb6 8. ¢5 Qa6 9. BfI b5 10. Nh4 Be7 11.
Nxf5 exf5 12. Qc2 g6 13. b4 Qb7 14. a4 a6 15. Bg2 0-O 16. h4 Rfe8 17. h5 Nxh5 18. Rxh5 gxh5 19. Qxf5 Nf6
20. Bg5 Qc8 21. Qf4 Qg4 22. Qd2 Ned 23. Nxe4 dxed 24. Bf4 Bf6 25. Ra3 Rad8 26. 3 Qg7 27. Bh6 Qxg3+
28. Kfl Rxd4 29. Qcl Red8 (0-1)

Fei-Cusumano

1.d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 e6 3. Bf4 d5 4. e3 ¢5 5. ¢3 Qb6 6. Qc2 Nbd7 7. Nbd2 Be7 8. h3 O-0 9. Bd3 c4 10. Be2 Qc6
11. O-O b5 12. b3 Bb7 13. Rfel Rfc8 14. bxc4 dxc4 15. Bfl Ned 16. Nxe4 Qxe4 17. Qxe4 Bxe4 18. Nd2 Bg6
19. e4 Nb6 20. Rabl a6 21. Nf3 Na4 22. Re3 Bxe4 23. Rxe4 Nxc3 24. Reel Nxbl 25. Rxb1 Ba3 26. Nel ¢3 27.
Nc2 Bb2 28. Bd3 16 29. Rel Kf7 30. Bd6 Rd8 31. Bc5 Rac8 32. Be4 e5 33. Bf5 Rxc5 34. dxc5 g6 35. Be4 Rd2
36. g4 a5 37. ¢6 Ke7 38. Re3 Kd6 39. Kfl b4 40. Kel Bel 41. Re2 Kc7 42. Rxd2 Bxd2+ 43. Ke2 h6 44. Kd3 f5
45. gxf5 gxf5 46. BdS ed4+ 47. Kc4 e3 48. fxe3 f4 49. exf4 Bxf4 50. Kb5 Kd6 51. Be4 Ke5 52. ¢7 Kxe4 53.
c8=Q Kd3 54. Qf5+ Kd2 55. Qxf4+ Kxc2 56. Kxa5 b3 57. axb3 Kxb3 58. Qcl (1-0)
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Round 3:
Lacroix-Schiff

1.d4 d5 2. c4c6 3. Nc3 Nf6o 4. cxd5 Nxd5 5. ¢4 Nxc3 6. bxe3 e5 7. Be4 Qh4 8. Qf3 Qe7 9. Ne2 exd4 10. Nxd4
Nd7 11. Bf4 Nf6 12. O-O Bg4 13. Qg3 Bd7 14. Bg5 Qc5 15. Bb3 Be7 16. Bxf6 gxf6 17. Qc7 Rd8 18. Qxb7
Rg8 19. Nf5 Bxf5 20. exf5 Rd7 21. Bxf7+ Kxf7 22. Qxd7 h5 23. Rael h4 24. Re3 Rd8 25. Qe6+ Kf8 26. Rfel

(1-0)
Osborne-McGowan

1.d4 c6 2. c4d5 3. cxd5 cxd5 4. Bf4 Nc6 5. €3 Bf5 6. Nc3 e6 7. Qb3 Qd7 8. Nf3 Bb4 9. Ne5 Bxe3+ 10. bxc3
Qc8 11. c4 dxc4 12. Nxc4 Qd7 13. Rcl Nge7 14. Nd6+ K8 15. Nxb7 e5 16. Nc5 Qc7 17. Bxe5 Qa5+ 18. Qc3
Qxa2 19. e4 Nxe5 20. dxe5 Be6 21. Ral Nd5 22. Qd4 Qxal+ 23. Qxal Nb4 24. Nxe6+ fxe6 25. Qa3 Rb8 26.
Bce4 Kf7 27. Qxa7+ Kg6 28. O-O Ra8 29. Qe7 Rab8 30. Qxe6+ Kg5 31. f4+ Kh5 32. Be2+ Kh4 33. g3# (1-0)

Koppinger-Knapp

1.e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 dxed 4. Nxed Nf6 5. Nxfo+ Qxf6 6. Nf3 h6 7. ¢3 Bd6 8. Bd3 Bd7 9. Qe2 Nc6 10. O-O
0-0-O 11. b4 g5 12. Nd2 Qg7 13. Nc4 Ne7 14. Nxd6+ cxd6 15. Bb2 Nd5 16. Be4 Nf4 17. Qe3 {5 18. Bf3
Rhe8 19. d5 Kb8 20. Qd2 e5 21. ¢4 g4 22. Qxf4 gx{3 23. Qxf3 Qg6 24. Rael f4 25. ¢5 BbS5 26. cxd6 Qxd6 27.
Bxe5 Rxe5 28. Qxf4 Rxd5 29. Qxd6+ R5xd6 (0-1)

Round 4:
Drippe-Fei

1.d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. cxd5 cxd5 4. Bf4 Nc6 5. e3 Nf6 6. Bd3 Bg4 7. £3 Bh5 8. Qb3 Qd7 9. Nc3 e6 10. Rcl Bgb
11. BbS Bd6 12. Nge2 O-0O 13. Na4 Rac8 14. Nc5 Bxe5 15. Rxce5 a6 16. Bxc6 Rxc6 17. Rxc6 Qxc6 18. Kd2
Rc8 19. Rel Qd7 20. Rxc8+ Qxc8 21. Qe3 Qxc3+ 22. Kxc3 Kf8 23. Ncl Ke7 24. Bg5 Kd6 25. Bxf6 gxf6 26.
g4 e5 27. h4 h5 28. Kd2 Ke6 29. Nd3 Bxd3 30. Kxd3 5 31. gxh5 e4+ 32. fxe4 fxed+ 33. Ke2 Kf6 34. Kf2 Kg7
35. Kg3 Kh6 36. Kg4 a5 37. Kf5 Kxh5 38. Ke5 Kxh4 39. Kxd5 {5 40. Ke5 Kg4 41. d5 f4 42. d6 fxe3 43. d7 e2
44. d8=Q e1=Q 45. Qc8+ Kg3 46. Qg8+ Kf3 47. Qf7+ Ke3 48. Qb3+ Kf2 49. Qxb7 €3 50. Qf7+ Ke2 51. Qc4+
Kd1 52. Qb3+ Kcl 53. Qcd+ Kxb2 54. Qb3+ Kal 55. a4 Qd2 56. Qa3+ Kbl 57. Ke4 €2 (0-1)

Gurumoorthi-Zeisler

1. d4 Nf6 2. Bf4 d5 3. €3 ¢5 4. ¢3 Nc6 5. Nd2 BfS 6. Qb3 Qb6 7. dxc5 Qxb3 8. axb3 €5 9. Bg3 Bxc5 10. b4 Bd6
11. Ngf3 Nd7 12. Bb5 6 13. Nd4 Nxd4 14. exd4 O-O 15. O-O a6 16. Bxd7 Bxd7 17. Rfel Rfe8 18. Nf3 e4 19.
Bxd6 exf3 20. gx{3 Kf7 21. Re3 Re6 22. Bg3 Rae8 23. Rael Bc6 24. h4 g6 25. Bf4 BbS 26. Kg2 Be6 27. Kg3
Bd7 28. b3 Bb5 29. Rel Re8 30. Rxe6 Kxe6 31. Bd2 Kf7 32. Be3 Bd3 33. Bf4 Bb5 34. Bd6 Bd3 35. Kf4 b5 36.
Ke3 Bf5 37. Kd2 Be6 38. Ral Rc6 39. Bf4 Bc8 40. Rh1 h5 41. Rgl Bd7 42. Bh6 Bc8 43. Bf4 Bf5 44. Bb8 Bc8
45. Ba7 Be6 46. Bc5 Rc8 47. Rel Re8 48. Ral Be8 49. ¢4 dxc4 50. bxc4 bxc4 51. Kc3 Re2 52. d5 Re5 53.
Kxc4 Bb7 54. Rd1 Ke8 55. Be3 g5 56. hxg5 fxg5 57. f4 gxf4 58. Bxf4 Red4+ 59. Rd4 Rxd4+ 60. Kxd4 Be8 61.
Kc5 Bd7 62. Kb6 Bb5 63. Kc7 h4 64. Bh2 h3 65. 4 Bc4 66. Kd6 Bd3 67. Ke6 Bb5 68. 5 Bd7+ 69. Kf6 Bb5
70. Kg7 Bc4 71. d6 Bd5 72. Kt6 Kd7 73. Ke5 Bf7 74. Kt6 Bd5 75. Kg5 Ke8 76. Kg4 Be4 77. {6 Bg2 78. Kf5
Bd5 79. Ke5 Bf7 80. Kd4 Kd7 81. Kc5 Be6 82. Kb6 Bc4 83. Bg3 Kc8 84. Kc6 Kd8 85. f7 Bxf7 86. Bhd+ (1-0)

Knapp-Gordon

1.e4 ¢c52. Nf3 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 a6 5. Be3 Nf6 6. Bd3 Qc7 7. Qf3 Nc6 8. Qg3 d6 9. f4 Be7 10. Nc3 Bd7
11. O-O-O Nb4 12. Kbl Nxd3 13. cxd3 b5 14. 5 dxe5 15. fxe5 b4 16. exf6 Qxg3 17. hxg3 Bxf6 18. Ned4 Be7
19. Rcl €5 20. Nc6 £5 21. Nxe7 fxe4 22. Ng6 Rg8 23. Nxe5 exd3 24. Nxd7 Kxd7 25. Red1 h6 26. Rxd3+ Ke6
27.Bc5 a5 28. g4 Rge8 29. Rel+ Kf7 30. Rd7+ Kgb6 31. Re6+ Kg5 32. Rxg7+ Kf4 33. Bd6# (1-0)
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Round 5:
Fei-Lacroix

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 ¢5 3. d5 d6 4. Nc3 e6 5. e4 exd5 6. exd5 g6 7. Bb5+ Nbd7 8. a4 Bg7 9. O-O O-0O 10. Rel a6
11. Bfl b6 12. Bf4 Qc7 13. Qd2 Bb7 14. Radl Ng4 15. h3 Nge5 16. Nxe5 Nxe5 17. Bh6 Rfe8 18. Bxg7 Kxg7
19. Re3 Nd7 20. Rdel Rxe3 21. Rxe3 Nf6 22. Bc4 Qd7 23. Qe2 Qf5 24. g4 Qf4 25. Re7 Be8 26. b3 hS 27. 3
hxg4 28. fxg4 Qg3+ 29. Qg2 Qxc3 30. g5 Qd4+ 31. Kh1 Nh5 32. Qf3 Bf5 33. Bd3 Kf8 34. Re3 Bxd3 35. cxd3
Re8 36. Rxe8+ Kxe8 37. Qe2+ Qe5 38. Qg4 Qxd5+ 39. Kh2 Qe5+ 40. Kg2 Nf4+41. Kf3 Ne6 42. Qc4 Nxg5+
43. Kg4 Qf5+ 44. Kg3 Qf3+ (0-1)

Mehlhaff-Gurumoorthi

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 d5 4. Nc3 Bb4 5. cxd5 exd5 6. Bg5 c6 7. 3 Bf5 8. Be2 h6 9. Bh4 Nbd7 10. Qb3 Qb6
11. O-O Bxc3 12. bxc3 Ne4 13. Qa3 g5 14. Bg3 Nxg3 15. fxg3 Bg6 16. c4 dxc4 17. Bxc4 Qd8 18. e4 Qe7 19.
Qb3 0O-0-0 20. a4 Nb6 21. Bd3 Bxe4 22. Rfel Bd5 23. Qc3 Qd6 24. a5 Na8 25. Radl Nc¢7 26. Qb2 Neb6 27.
Be4 Bxe4 28. Rxe4 Rhe8 29. Ne5 Qc7 30. a6 £6 31. Nf3 b6 32. Qb3 Nc5 33. dxe5 Rxd1+ 34. Qxd1 Rxe4 35.
Qd3 Re7 36. Nd4 bxc5 37. Qf5+ Qd7 38. Qxc5 Re5 39. Qf8+ Qe8 40. Qa3 c5 41. Qc3 Qa4 42. Nb3 Qb4 43.
Qf3 Qel+ 44. Qf1 Qe3+45. Khl Qc3 46. Nd2 Qxd2 47. h3 Rel 48. Qxel Qxel+ 49. Kh2 Kd7 50. h4 g4 51. h5
Qf2 52. Khl c4 53. Kh2 ¢3 54. Kh1 Qxg3 55. Kgl ¢2 56. Kfl c1=Q+ 57. Ke2 Qge3# (0-1)

L. Hengen-Knapp

1. c4 c6 2. Nc3 d5 3. e3 Nf6 4. Nf3 a6 5. b3 Bf5 6. Bb2 e6 7. Be2 h6 8. O-O Bd6 9. d4 Nbd7 10. Bd3 O-O 11.
Qc2 g6 12. e4 Bg4 13. e5 NhS5 14. exd6 Bxf3 15. gx{3 Qf6 16. Be2 Nf4 17. Khl e5 18. dxe5 Nxe5 19. Rael
Qh4 20. Nxd5 Ned3 21. Nfo+ Kh8 22. Bxd3 Nh3 23. Re4 Qg5 24. Rg4 Qa5 25. Bxg6 Rad8 26. Bxf7 (1-0)

Alagankancharla-Marmorstein

l.ede62.d4d53.e5¢c54.c3 Ne75.Na3 Necb 6. Nc2 b6 7. Nf3 Be7 8. Be2 Ba6 9. Bxa6 Nxa6 10. Be3 O-O
11. 0-O Qd7 12. Qe2 Nc7 13. Qd3 c4 14. Qd2 b5 15. Ng5 a5 16. Nel b4 17. Qc2 Bxg5 18. Bxg5 Nb5 19. {4 a4
20. a3 bxc3 21. bxc3 Rfb8 22. Ra2 Qa7 23. Khl Qa5 24. £5 Qxc3 25. fxe6 fxe6 26. Qf2 Rf8 27. Nf3 Nbxd4 28.
Qg3 Nxf3 29. Bf6 Ra7 30. gxf3 Kh8 31. Rg2 gxf6 32. Rfgl h6 33. Qf4 Rh7 34. Qxf6+ (1-0)

Cusumano-Pasupuleti

l.ed4c62.d4d53.e5c54. dxc5 Ncb 5. Nf3 Bg4 6. ¢3 e6 7. BbS Bxf3 8. Qxf3 Bxc5 9. O-O Ne7 10. Qg3 O-O
11. Bg5 Qc7 12. b4 Bb6 13. Bxc6 Nxc6 14. Bf6 g6 15. Qg5 Ne7 16. g4 Qc4 17. Nd2 Qe2 18. Kh1 Bd8 19. Qh6
Nf5 20. gxf5 (1-0)

Look-McGowan

1.d4 c6 2. Nf3 d5 3. e3 Bg4 4. Nbd2 e6 5. Be2 ¢5 6. b3 Nc6 7. O-O cxd4 8. exd4 Nge7 9. h3 Bxf3 10. Nxf3
Nf5 11. Bb2 Be7 12. Rel O-O 13. a3 a6 14. Bd3 Nd6 15. Ne5 Bf6 16. f4 Re8 17. Qg4 Ne7 18. QhS g6 19. Qf3
Nef5 20. g4 Ne7 21. Rf2 b5 22. Refl Bg7 23. Qe3 Rb8 24. Nxf7 Nxf7 25. Qxe6 Re8 26. f5 Rb6 27. fxg6 hxg6
28. Qxf7+ Kh7 29. Rel Rf6 30. Bxg6+ Rxg6 31. Rxe7 Rf8 32. Rd7 Qb8 (0-1)
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NEBRASKA STATE INVIDIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 5/10/2025

This year the 2025 Nebraska Individual Championships were held in Omaha at UNO on
5/10/2025. Scheduling this event was problematic as conflicts with the director being available
on some dates, and the unavailability of UNO as a playing site on other dates, all made it
necessary to schedule the event on Mother’s Day weekend, which as it turns out was also the
date of Supernationals in Orlando, Florida. The event qualified 5 winners to be Nebraska
representatives to the National Invitational tournaments in Wisconsin during the U.S. Open in
August. Senior 50 or over Champion was Jerry Slominski with 3-0. Luke Hengen won the
high school section with 4-0, Shannor Qiang was the biggest surprise winning the middle
school section with 4-0, Sidd Parthasarathy defeated Guru Gurumoorthi to win the elementary
section with 4.5 and Mansi Adurri won the girl’s section with a perfect 2-0.

Nebraska Senior Championship (50+)

# | Name Rating | Rd1 | Rd2 | Rd3 | Total

1 | Jerry Slominski | 1782 | W7 | W6 | W3 | 3.0

2 | Scott Look 1600 |L3 | W4 | W6 |2.0

3 | Gary Slominski | 1257 | W2 | W5 |L1 |2.0

4 | Bruce Draney 1839 |D5 |L2 | W7 |15

5 | Jeffery Solheim | 1509 | D4 |L3 | W8 | 1.5

6 | John Stepp 1700 |W8 |L1 |L2 |1.0

7 | Thomas Lombard | 1400 |L1 | W8 |L4 | 1.0

8 | Bob Williams 1377 |L6 |L7 |L5 [0.0
Nebraska High School Championship (9-12)

# | Name Rating | Rd1 | Rd2 | Rd3 | Total

1 | Luke Hengen 2005 |W6 | W4 | W2 3.0

2 | Ajay Pasupuleti | 1606 | W5 | W6 |L1 |2.0

3 | Daryan Mora 682 |L4 |[WS5 D6 |1.5

4 | Dominic Zeisler | 1770 | W3 |L1 | WD |1.0

5 | Keaton Hunkins | 146 |L2 |L3 |Bye |1.0

6 | Grant Snyder 1243 |L1 |L2 |D3 |0.5
Nebraska Girls Championship (K-12)

# | Name Rating | Rd1 | Rd2 | Rd3 | Total

1 | Mansi Adduri 1540 | W2 | W3 | Bye | 3.0

2 | Samanvi Kantem | 1592 |L1 | Bye | W3 | 2.0

3 | Clover Hengen |1165 |Bye|Ll |L2 |1.0
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Nebraska Championships
Middle School Division (6-8)

# | Name Rating | Rnd1 | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Total
1 | Shannor Qiang 1100 |W8 |W2 |[W3 |W5 40
2 | Rashith Seetharaman | 1802 | W6 | LI W4 | W10 | 3.0
3 | Zachary Bitterman 1099 |W9 |W5 |LI W6 3.0
4 | Abinash Paupoo 1032 | W10 |D6 |L2 W7 |25
5 | Aaryan Dhanda 1106 | W7 |L3 W8 | LI 2.0
6 | Arjun Andukuri 793 | L2 D4 | WIO | L3 1.5
7 | Yashas Kiran 636 | L5 L8 WO | L4 1.0
8 | Akhil Devarapally 409 | LI W7 |L5 WD | 1.0
9 | Reshwath Yada 505 | L3 L10 |L7 Bye | 1.0
10 | McKellen Johnson 170 | L4 WO | L6 L2 1.0

Elementary School Division (K-5)
# | Name Rating | Rnd1 | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Rnd5 | Total
1 | Siddharth Parthasarathy 1907 |W14 |WI1 |W5 |[|W2 | D3 |45
2 | Gurugrahan Gurumoorthi | 1977 | W13 | W7 |W6 |LI1 W5 4.0
3 | Alan Zhuang 1199 |DI0O |WI3 |W7 |[W6 |Dl1 [4.0
4 | Adrith Pallepati 967 | WI18 |L5 W14 | W11 | WI0 | 4.0
5 | Nikshith Alagankancharla | 1688 | W17 |W4 |L1 W8 | L2 3.0
6 | Rui Tao 1343 | W8 | WI12 | L2 L3 W14 | 3.0
7 | Shravan Sarathkumar 1273 | W16 | L2 L3 W13 | W12 | 3.0
8 | Sashwitha Alagankancharla | 481 | L6 WI19 | W12 | L5 W17 3.0
9 | Prayag Gundabolu 683 |U-- |12 |WI5 |LI0O |WI8 |2.5
10 | Sathvik Sarathkumar 400 |D3 |WI16 |[L11 |WO |L4 2.5
11 | Rithvik Seetharaman 977 | W15 | LI W10 | L4 WD [2.0
12 | Thanush Bokka 759 | WI9 | L6 L8 W16 | L7 2.0
13 | Nandhan Reddy Sama 624 | L2 L3 W19 | L7 W16 | 2.0
14 | Advith Bourampeta 632 |LI1 W17 | L4 WI15 | L6 2.0
15 | Khyaati Misra 167 |L11 |WI8 |L9 L14 |Bye |2.0
16 | Abhijay Ponamgi 379 | L7 L10 |WI8 |L12 |L13 | 1.0
17 | Anirudh Ponamgi 119 | L5 L14 |Bye |L18 |LS8 1.0
18 | Evelyn Cavanaugh UNR | L4 L15 |L16 |WI7 |L9 1.0
19 | Zehv Joshua Zimbelman 187 |L12 |LS8 L13 |WD |- 0.0
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Other May Rated Events

May 1*-For 4 weeks Joaquin Siado Castaneda ran a rated four round G/60;d6 event in Lincoln
called the 2" Roast that began on Thursday March 23™ and concluded on Thursday May 1.
The event drew 9 players and was won by Michael Schaal with 3.5-.5.

May 4%-On Sunday May 4 the Millard Library Chess Club held a G/10;d2 quick chess event
that drew 6 people. The club hadn’t been able to meet due to library renovations throughout
April. Chris Kisicki took clear first with 3.5-.5.

May 7"-The Spence Chess Club and the SCC Chess Club both held rated Quick/Action events
on Wednesday May 7™ that drew 12 and 18 players respectively. The Spence Club event was
won by Luke Hengen with 4.5-.5 and the SCC event resulted in a three-way tie for first between
Nick Gordon, Chris Kisicki and Joaquin Siado Castaneda all with 4-1.

May 24™-Kearney’s Central Nebraska Chess Club hosted another event called the Kearney
Chess Fest. There were both rated and unrated sections. NSCA Omaha Vice President Michael
Mills was a special guest. There was a tie for first in the rated section between Tony Dutiel and
Rafael Sanchez. A casual/scholastic unrated section drew 28 players.

May 14"-28"-The Spence Club held a regular rated split Swiss that drew 12 players and was
won by Luke Hengen in the top section and Samanvi Kantem in the bottom section. Michael
Mills took 2" in the top section with 2.5 and Clover Hengen took 2™ in the bottom section with
2-1.
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Kearney Chess Fest Clash of Kings 5/24/2025
Kearney, Nebraska, Organized by Eric Ring of the Central Nebraska Chess Club
Directed by NSCA Western Region VP Vince Jodoin

Name Rtg Rdl | Rd2 | Rd3 | Rd4 | Tot
Dutiel 1764 | W5 | D2 | W4 | Bye | 3.5
Sanchez 1399 | W3 | DI Bye | W4 | 3.5
J.Ring II UNR | L2 | Bye | W5 | 1/2 |25
Bitterman | 1116 | Bye | W5 | L1 L2 2.0
Mahesh UNR | L1 L4 L3 172 | 0.5

DB W —]| 3

Unrated Casual/High School Section

# | Name Rtg Rdl | Rd2 | Rd3 | Rd4 | Rd5 | Rd6 | Tot
1 | Landon Purvis UNR | W5 | W4 | W2 | W3 | W6 | W8 | 6.0
2 | Jeremiah Schroer | UNR | W3 | W7 | L1 | W6 | W8 | L5 |4.0
3 | Leslie Corman UNR [ L2 | W8 |W4 | LI W7 | W6 | 4.0
4 | Drake Christensen | UNR | W6 | L1 L3 W8 | W5 | D7 | 3.5
5 | David Borer UNR | L1 L6 L8 | W7 | L4 | W2 |20
6 | Kellen Mauler UNR (L4 | W5 | W7 | L2 | LI L3 2.0
7 | Landon Bickford | UNR | W8 | L2 L6 |L5 L3 D4 | 1.5
8 | Logan Stump UNR (L7 |L3 | W5 |L4 |L2 |LI 1.0

Unrated Casual/Middle School Section

# | Name Rdl | Rd2 | Rd3 |Rd4 | Rd5 | Rd6 | Tot
1 | Nathan Brhel W7 | W6 | W2 W3 | W9 | W4 |60
2 | Daniel Robinson W9 | W5 | LI W8 | W3 | W7 |50
3 | Blake Slocum WIl | W4 | W6 | L1 L2 W9 | 4.0
4 | Simon Borer w8 | L3 L9 W6 | W5 | LI 3.0
5 | Lincoln Largen Bye | L2 L7 W11 | L4 W10 | 3.0
6 | Pranav Vaghela W10 | L1 L3 L4 Bye | W11 | 3.0
7 | Noah Myers L1 W10 | W5 | L9 w8 | L2 3.0
8 | Liam Nuxoll L4 W11 | W10 | L2 L7 Bye | 3.0
9 | Bentley Stritt L2 Bye | W4 | W7 | LI L3 3.0
10 | Jordan Deleon L6 L7 L8 Bye | W11 | LS 2.0
11 | Kathryn Lavassaur | L3 L8 Bye |L5 L10 | L6 1.0

Unrated Elementary School Section

# | Name Rdl |Rd2 | Rd3 | Rd4 | Rd5 | Rd6 | Tot
1 | Timothy Rosno W5 (w4 W2 | W3 | W6 | W7 |60
2 | Micah Rosno w3 | W7 | L1 W6 | W4 | W4 |50
3 | Jonathan Cannot L2 W6 | L4 L1 W7 | W6 |3.0
4 | Greyson Wiedel W6 | LI w3 | W7 | L2 L2 3.0
5 | Joseph Veale L1 Bye | ---- - - - 1.0
6 | Halley Bickford L4 L3 W7 | L2 L1 L3 1.0
7 | Converse Svec Bye | L2 L6 L4 L3 L1 1.0
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My Experience at SUPERNATIONALS VIII
by Gabe Hoffman

I arrived in Florida at 1 pm on May 8, 2025. My flight had just landed, and I immediately
noticed the difference in humidity. I had to be at the convention center by 9 pm for the directors'
meeting. [ did not end up assisting with either the bughouse or puzzle tournaments, which took
place on this day (I forgot they were going on, and I also would have had to inform the event
coordinators in advance, I believe). Instead, I ended up going to the beach, something I hadn’t
done in about a decade.

At the directors' meeting, I learned of the expectations of the TDs, the chain of command,
and the group I would be assigned to; after the meeting, we had to set up the rest of the boards
for tomorrow morning, the meeting ended around 10-10:30 pm but we didn’t finish setting up
boards until 11 pm.

After we finished setting up boards, one of the TDs challenged me to a chess game. |
don’t remember her name, but I obliged, and we ended up in the following position: I tried my
best to remember the exact position, but unfortunately didn’t notate the game. We both agreed
afterwards that it was drawn. Although the engine disagrees with this position, at some point I
ended up playing g6 instead of repeating the position one more time and allowed checkmate.
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Chris Kim was my section chief. I got to work in the K3 championship section and the
K6 unrated, although I also drifted into K3 U1000 when the kids had questions and I was the
closest TD. Overall, 90% of the questions I was asked dealt with whether I could set a clock or
if their opponent had to make their move before I could notate it. (Notation was required in the
K3 Champ section.) Overall, while I wish I got a chance to play more chess, it was a lot of fun
and I enjoyed the event from running around to help kiddos, to commingling with my fellow
floor TDs in my section. I am looking forward to the next time I can work at a national event,
and I want to make sure I notate any skittles games I play while at those events.

*Editor’s Note: I would like to welcome Gabe as a new contributor to the Gambit. Gabe
was the only actual Nebraska K-12 student that went to Super Nationals this year in Orlando,
Florida. There may have been a number of reasons for why this was the case, but one factor
was that our State Individual Championship Qualifying Events were on Saturday May 10™ at
UNO. Luke Hengen, Guru Gurumoorthi, Sidd Parthasarathy, Mansi Adduri and Samanvi
Kantem all played in here in that event hoping to win the right to go to Madison Wisconsin this
summer as Nebraska representatives in the National Invitationals. Supernationals are only held
every four years because they are huge and combine elementary, middle school and high school
national tournaments together into one giant scholastic tournament.
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Reflections on the Hall of Fame Banquet and Induction Ceremony 5/30/2025 By Hall of
Fame President Bruce Draney.

Although topping last year’s Hall of Fame Induction Banquet was a tough assignment, in my
judgment the 2025 banquet, which was held on Friday night, 5/30/2025, was even better as we
not only inducted our largest class ever, we also commemorated the 50" Anniversary of the
1975 U.S. Open which was held in this very hotel in August of 1975.

Dinner was a buffet style again this year and began at 6 PM. Although several people couldn’t
make it at the last minute, estimated attendance was about 80-90. Emcees for the program,
which began at 7, were SM Rod Malpert and FM/SM Loren Schmidt. Rod of course for the 2"
year in a row was the principal financial backer of this amazing event which included a 5 round
two-day tournament on Saturday and Sunday.

The first hour of the program included special shout outs and recognitions to the 4 Grand
Masters and 3 International Masters in attendance and recollections of the 12-round event 50
years ago and the Nebraskans and others in attendance who played or at least checked in
regularly to observe on a nightly basis.

At about 8:15 the attention turned to chess in Nebraska today and all the bright young rising
stars, five of whom Rod referred to as our new Reshevskys a reference to Sammy Reshevsky
already taking on adults and beating them at age 11. In the past year, 5 Nebraska youths have
gotten onto the top 100 lists nationwide for their age group, with Sidd Parthasarathy reaching #1
in the country a couple months ago.

After special awards were given to Gabe Hoffman as our 2024-25 Chess Journalism
Scholarship award winner, Tony Dutiel as our Hall of Fame Director of the Year, and a
Lifetime Achievement Award to IM John Watson, the induction announcements and acceptance
speeches began.

I read the bios and introductions for Kevin Fleming and Bob Woodworth. Bob gave a short
acceptance speech and talked about his recollections of the 1975 U.S. Open. Kevin couldn’t
make it to the banquet but showed up on Saturday. John Drexel introduced Rich Perry and
Paul Rohwer who were both in attendance to accept the plaque in their honor. Rod Malpert
then introduced Mike Blankenau and Mike Mathews who also attended personally and gave
acceptance speeches.

The evening concluded with Loren Schmidt reading the bios and introductions for me, Gary
Colvin and Bart Lewis. Gary and I gave acceptance speeches but Bart was unable to attend
even by Zoom.

In all, it was fun evening punctuated by funny stories, emotional speeches by several of the
nominees who were deeply moved by the honor of joining this select group. This will probably
be the last big banquet, as future classes will be much smaller, but it was indeed a special night
and the entire program can be viewed on YouTube if you want to watch it.
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Photos from the Hall of Fame Banquet 5/30/2025

HoF Member Paul Rohwer

CJA Award Winner JJ Lang GM Vojtech Plat WIM Alexey Root and IM Elliott Winslow
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Special Master Class Offers Unique Experience to Nebraska’s Young Rising Stars on
6/14/2025

Seven of Nebraska’s young chess talents had the opportunity to attend a special Master Class at
the public library in Council Bluffs on Saturday 6/14/2025. The guest instructor was
International Master Robert Shlyakhtenko. IM Shlyakhtenko happened to be visiting family in
the area and when approached by Chess Life Editor John Hartmann about the idea of working
in two small groups with our juniors he enthusiastically agreed.

Rod Malpert and the Lincoln Chess Foundation covered the cost of the class and the special
invitees were Luke Hengen, Guru Gurumoorthi and Sidd Parthasarathy who met with
Shlyakhtenko in the morning to go over their games and receive instruction on opening theory.

After lunch a new group of 4 juniors attended an afternoon session. The 2™ group was
composed of Rakshith Seetharaman, Nikshith Alagankancharla, Samanvi Kantem and Clover
Hengen.

This unique experience was great according to the parents whose children were able to take
part. Rod is hoping to put Nebraska onto the map as a hotbed for producing young chess talent
and events like this may become more frequent in the future.

As President of the Hall of Fame and Treasurer of the Lincoln Chess Foundation, I have spoken
to Rod, and others about organizing a chess camp next summer that would rival or possibly
even exceed the success of the Brownell-Talbot Chess Camps held in the mid-90s.

Thanks to everyone who helped arrange this special activity and for the parents enthusiastically
arranging for their children to attend.
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Nebraska Chess

Calendar
Sunday
6
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Monday
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Tuesday
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Wednesday
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23
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Thursday

10

17
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11

18
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Saturday
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August

Nebraska Chess
Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
Wilkins Cup-POY
Omaha, NE
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Crane City Open
POY-Kearney NE

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Craine City Open
POY-Kearney

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31
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September

Nebraska Chess Calendar
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7
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18

25

Friday
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26

Saturday

13
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Unrated Blitz
Carleton

20

27
U.S. G30

Championships-
Council Bluffs IA



Hall of Fame U.S. Open 50" Anniversary Celebration 5/31-6/1/25
Organized by Rod Malpert, Bruce Draney and Gary Colvin. Directed by Tony Dutiel.

The Hall of Fame U.S. Open 50" Anniversary Tournament was held in Lincoln at the
Graduate Hotel in commemoration of the Golden Anniversary of Nebraska’s last U.S. Open.
The event drew a nice crowd of 75 players, but what was most impressive was the strength of
the playing field. This event was the strongest event ever held in the state attracting 4 Grand
Masters and 3 International Masters not to mention 12 former Nebraska State Champions and
numerous Masters, Experts and A Players. The strength of the field resulted in a 13-way tie for
first place all with 4-1. Nebraska’s youth shone as both Luke Hengen and Guru tied for 1*.

# Name Rating Rdl Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 RdS Total # Name Rating Rdl Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 RdS Total
1 Petrosyan 2677 W46 | W15 | W18 | D4 D5 4.0 38 | Sun 1695 L19 W72 | W25 L12 D35 2.5
2 Zhou 2663 WF W10 | D19 W33 D6 4.0 39 | Loewen 1636 L33 W73 W35 D20 L14 2.5
3 Grigoryan 2648 Wwe4 | W42 | W7 D6 D4 4.0 40 | Alagankancharla 1624 L12 L21 W75 W64 | D34 2.5
4 Plat 2568 w45 | W25 | W8 D1 D3 4.0 41 | Patel 1545 W21 L12 L28 W65 | D36 2.5
5 D. Root 2525 W44 12 W26 | W17 | DI 4.0 42 | Shen 2020 W6l L3 W44 | L31 LF 2.0
6 Kiewra 2337 w65 | W27 | W9 D3 D2 4.0 43 | Reeves 1800 LF U--- U--- W75 | W62 | 2.0
7 Rohwer 2313 W47 | W1l L3 W34 | W27 | 4.0 44 | Buckley 1792 L5 W66 | L42 W72 | L23 2.0
8 McEntee 2202 W49 | W24 | L4 W36 | W28 | 4.0 45 | PeeksMease 1757 L4 W57 | W63 L11 L18 2.0
9 Moerlien 2084 W50 | W29 | L6 W24 | W26 | 4.0 46 | Gold 1806 L1 D53 L56 W73 | D58 2.0
10 | L.Hengen 2022 W57 | L2 Wo6s5 | W55 | W31 4.0 47 | Stepp 1700 L7 L56 W68 | W66 | L25 2.0
11 | Gurumoorthi 1942 W56 | L7 W48 | W45 | W16 | 4.0 48 | Elisara 1695 L18 W75 | L1l W57 | L21 2.0
12 | Fei 1964 W40 | W4l L17 W38 | W29 | 4.0 49 | Popov 1665 L8 W71 L27 W67 | L22 2.0
13 | Gurramkonda 1898 w75 | L17 W50 | W18 | W19 | 4.0 50 | Rankin 1617 L9 W69 | L13 L25 W66 | 2.0
14 | Lacroix 2084 D54 W55 | D20 12 W39 | 35 51 Pasupuleti 1605 L20 Wwo4 | 124 L32 W69 | 2.0
15 | Belashchenko 1987 W66 | LI D30 W60 | W33 35 52 | Look 1621 L23 L67 W70 | D59 D53 2.0
16 | Schmidt 2406 W32 | W35 | D33 D19 L11 3.0 53 | Adduri 1567 L22 D46 L64 Wol D52 2.0
17 | Malpert 2326 W30 | WI3 Wi2 | L5 U--- 3.0 54 | Koppinger 1526 D14 D59 L36 L35 W71 2.0
18 | Blankenau 2250 w48 | W36 | LI L13 W45 3.0 55 | Solheim 1507 Bye L14 W37 | L10 124 2.0
19 | Winslow 2205 W38 w28 | D2 D16 L13 3.0 56 | Sama 1439 L11 w47 W46 | L27 L37 2.0
20 | Yu 2037 W51 D31 D14 D39 D30 3.0 57 | Schiff 1481 L10 L45 W71 L48 W67 | 2.0
21 | Perry 2000 L41 W40 | W32 | L29 w48 | 3.0 58 | Bratz 1313 D34 L63 1/2 D37 D46 2.0
22 | A.Root 2000 W53 12 D31 L26 W49 | 3.0 59 | Nelson 1800 1/2 D54 L23 D52 U--- 1.5
23 | Fabrikant 1990 W52 | L26 W59 | L28 W44 | 3.0 60 | Gordon 1806 1/2 L34 W6l L15 U--- 1.5
24 | Knapp 1975 W62 | L8 W51 L9 W55 | 3.0 61 | Kantem 1567 L42 12 L60 L53 W72 1.5
25 | Marmorstein 1926 W74 | L4 L38 W50 | W47 | 3.0 62 | Otis 1153 L24 Bye 12 L30 L43 1.5
26 | Law 1862 W67 | W23 L5 w22 | L9 3.0 63 | Fleming 2112 L31 W58 | L45 U-- U-- 1.0
27 | Parthasarathy 1896 W68 | L6 W49 | W56 | L7 3.0 64 | O’Connor 1800 L3 L5l W53 L40 U-- 1.0
28 | Cusumano 1866 W72 | L19 W41 w23 L8 3.0 65 | Talasila 1807 L6 W68 | L10 L41 U--- 1.0
29 Seetharaman 1843 W69 L9 W67 w21 L12 3.0 66 | Meduna 1504 L15 L44 W69 L47 L50 1.0
30 | Linscott 1747 L17 W70 | DIS W62 | D20 3.0 67 | Greenwood UNR L26 W52 | L29 L49 L57 1.0
31 | Iacono 1596 W63 | D20 D22 w42 | L10 3.0 68 | Lombard 1410 L27 L65 L47 L71 W73 1.0
32 | Baranker 1724 L16 W74 | L21 W51 WF 3.0 69 | Appleby UNR L29 L50 L66 W70 | L51 1.0
33 | Lang 2165 W39 | W37 | DI6 L2 L15 2.5 70 | Tao 1320 L35 L30 L52 L69 W75 1.0
34 | Osborne 1926 D58 W60 12 L7 D40 2.5 71 Savage 1264 L36 L49 L57 W68 | L34 1.0
35 | Baranovskyi 1913 W70 | L16 L39 W54 | D38 2.5 72 | C.Hengen 1244 L28 L38 Bye L44 L6l 1.0
36 | Chen 1866 W71 L18 W54 | L8 D41 2.5 73 | Ring 959 L37 L39 1/2 L46 L68 0.5
37 | Draney 1806 W73 | L33 L55 D58 W56 | 2.5 74 | Schaal 1450 L25 L32 U--- U--- U--- 0.0
75 | Schulze 1300 L13 L48 L40 L43 L70 0.0
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Games from the Hall of Fame U.S. Open 50" Anniversary Tournament 5/31-6/1/2025
Round 1:
GM Petrosyan-Anthony Gold

1.d4 d5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bf4 Bf5 4. €3 Nb4 5. Na3 ¢5 6. dxc5 6 7. Bb5+ Nc6 8. Nd4 Bd7 9.
Qh5+ g6 10. Qxd5 Rc8 11. Ne6 Qas+ 12. ¢3 Nh6 13. Nxf8 (1-0)

Tom O’Connor-GM Grigoryan

1.e4 c52.Nf3 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. ¢3 dxe3 5. Nxc3 a6 6. Bc4 b5 7. Bb3 Bb7 8. Qe2 Bb4 9. O-O
Ne7 10. Nxb5 axb5 11. Qxb5 Bxe4 12. Qxb4 Bxf3 13. gxf3 Nbc6 14. Qg4 Nf5 15. Bc2 Ne5 16.
Qf4 Nh4 17. Be4 Nhg6 18. Qg3 d5 19. Bbl Nc6 20. 4 Nd4 21. Bd3 O-O 22. Be3 Qf6 23. a4
Rfb8 24. Ra2 Rb3 25. Bxd4 Qxd4 26. Rd1 Rab8 27. Qe3 Qf6 28. Qa7 Nxf4 29. Kh1 Nh3 30. f4
g5 31. Bb5 Qxf4 (0-1)

GM Plat-Aaron PecksMease

1.d4 d6 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Bg5 Nbd7 4. Nbd2 g6 5. e4 Bg7 6. Be2 O-O 7. O-0 e5 8. dxe5 dxe5 9.
Rel Qe7 10. c3 Nc5 11. Qc2 Ne6 12. Bh4 Nf4 13. Bfl1 h6 14. Nc4 g5 15. Bg3 N6hS5 16. Ne3
Re8 17. Radl a5 18. a4 Be6 19. Rd2 Qc5 20. b3 Rad8 21. Red1 Rxd2 22. Rxd2 Nxg3 23. hxg3
Nh5 24. Kh2 N6 25. Bc4 Be8 26. b4 axb4 27. Qb3 Qf8 28. cxb4 Nxe4 29. Re2 Nd6 30. Nd5
Nxc4 31. Qxc4 Be6 (1-0)

IM Root-Matt Buckley

1. e4 c62.d4 d5 3. Nc3 dxed 4. Nxe4 Nd7 5. Ng5 h6 6. Ne6 Qb6 7. Bd3 Ngf6 8. N3 fxe6 9.
Bg6+ Kd8 10. O-O Qc7 11. g3 e5 12. dxe5 Nd5 13. ¢4 Nxe5S 14. Nxe5 Qxe5 15. c¢xd5 cxdS 16.
Bf4 Qe6 17. Qd3 Bd7 18. Racl Rc8 19. Rxc8+ Kxc8 20. Rel+ Kd8 21. Bc7+ K8 22. b4 Qa6
23. Ba5+ KbS8 24. Qxd5 Qe6 25. Bc7+ Ka8 26. Rd1 Qxg6 27. Qxd7 a5 28. Qd8+ Ka7 29. Bb8+
Ka8 30. Bd6+ (1-0)

NM Fleming-Leo Iacono

1. d4 Nf6 2. ¢4 d6 3. Nc3 g6 4. e4 Bg7 5. 3 0-0 6. Be3 Nc6 7. Nge2 a6 8. Qd2 Rb8 9. Ng3
Re8 10. Be2 €5 11. d5 Nd4 12. Bd3 b5 13. cxb5 axb5 14. Bxd4 exd4 15. Nxb5 Nxd5 16. 0-O
Ne3 17. Rfcl ¢5 18. a4 h5 19. b4 Bh6 20. bxc5 Neg4 21. Qb4 Be3+ 22. Kfl Nxh2+ 23. Ke2 Qg5
24. Qel h4 25. Nxd6 Rb2+ 26. Re2 Rxc2+ 27. Bxc2 Ba6+ 28. Bd3 Bxd3+ 29. Kxd3 RbS 30.
Nef5 gxf5 31. Nxf5 Qxg2 32. Qxh4 Qd2+ 33. Ked Qc3+ 34. Kd5 Qb3+ 35. K6 Re8+ (0-1)

Jenny Baranker-FM Schmidt

1.e4 Nf6 2. e5 Nd5 3. c4 Nb6 4. ¢5 Nd5 5. Nf3 €6 6. d4 b6 7. Nc3 Nxc3 8. bxc3 bxc5 9. Ba3
cxd4 10. Bxf8 Kxf8 11. cxd4 Bb7 12. Be2 g6 13. O-O Kg7 14. Qd2 d6 15. Qb2 Bd5 16. Rfd1
Nc6 17. Racl Rb8 18. Qc3 Rb6 19. Nd2 Qg5 20. Nf3 Qe7 21. Nd2 dxe5 22. dxe5 Qb4 23. Qal
Qb2 24. Qxb2 Rxb2 25. a4 Nd4 26. Bd3 c6 27. Kfl Rxd2 28. Rxd2 Nb3 29. Rdd1 Nxc1 30.
Rxcl Rb8 31. f3 Rb4 32. a5 g5 33. Kf2 5 34. g3 Ra4 35. a6 Ra3 36. Be2 Ra2 37. Ke3 Rb2 38.
h3 Kf8 39. Rc3 Ke7 40. f4 gxf4+ 41. gxf4 (0-1)
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Round 2:
GM Zhou-Luke Hengen

1. Nf3 d5 2. e3 Nf6 3. c4 c64. Nc3 e6 5. b3 Bd6 6. Bb2 Nbd7 7. Qc2 O-O 8. Be2 b6 9. Rgl
Bb7 10. g4 e5 11. g5 Ne§ 12. h4 Rc8 13. h5 5 14. Nh4 e4 15. O-O-O a6 16. d3 b5 17. h6 g6
18. dxe4 fxe4 19. Nxe4 dxe4 20. Qxe4 Be5 21. Bxe5 Nc¢5 22. Qc2 Qe7 23. Nxgb6 (1-0)

Guru Gurumoorthi-NM Rohwer

1. d4 ¢52.d5 e5 3. c4 d6 4. Nc3 £5 5. e4 Nf6 6. £3 Be7 7. Bd3 4 8. Nge2 0-0 9. 0-O Qe8 10.
Kh1 Nh5 11. Bd2 Rf6 12. g4 fxg3 13. hxg3 Bh3 14. Rf2 Qf7 15. f4 Bg4 16. Qgl Rh6 17. Kg2
Bh3+ 18. Kh1 Be4 19. Kg2 exf4 20. Bxf4 Bh3+ 21. Kh1 Nxf4 22. gxf4 Qh5 23. Ng3 Qg4 24.
Be2 Qh4 25. Qh2 Bf6 26. 5 dxe5 27. Nged exf4 28. Nxf6+ Qxf6 (0-1)

LM Blankenau-Kevin Chen

1. Nf3 d5 2. b4 Bf5 3. Bb2 €6 4. €3 Nf6 5. a3 Bd6 6. Be2 O-O 7. O-O Nbd7 8. d4 Qe7 9. Ne5
h6 10. Nd2 Ne4 11. c4 Bxe5 12. dxe5 Nxd2 13. Qxd2 dxc4 14. Bxc4 Nb6 15. Bb3 Rad8 16.
Bd4 Rd7 17. Rfd1 Rfd8 18. Qe2 Qg5 19. {3 a6 20. Ra2 h5 21. Rad2 h4 22. e4 Bh7 23. Qe3
Qxe3+ 24. Bxe3 Rxd2 25. Rxd2 Rxd2 26. Bxd2 Nd7 27. Bf4 Kf8 28. h3 c¢5 29. bxc5 Nxc5 30.
Bc2 6 31. exf6 gxf6 32. Bd6+ (1-0)

Bruce Draney-JJ Lang

1.e4 c52.Nf3 e6 3. c3d54. exd5 Qxd5 5. d4 Nf6 6. Bb5+ Bd7 7. Bxd7+ Nbxd7 8. O-O Bd6
9. Na3 cxd4 10. ¢4 Qh5 11. Nb5 Bb8 12. Qxd4 O-0O 13. Qh4 Qxh4 14. Nxh4 a6 15. Nd4 Ba7
16. Ne2 Ne5 17. b3 Nd3 18. Ba3 RfdS8 19. Be7 Ne4 20. Bxd8 RxdS8 21. g3 Ndxf2 22. Kg2 Rd2
23. Nf4 Ng4+ 24. Kh3 Nef2+ 25. Kg2 Ne3+ 26. Kf3 Nxfl 27. Rxfl g5 28. Ne2 g4+ (0-1)

Bruce Law-Ben Fabrikant

1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nd2 Nc6 4. Ngf3 Nf6 5. 5 Nd7 6. BbS £6 7. 0-O g6 8. exf6 Qxf6 9. Nb3
Bg7 10. Bg5 Qf7 11. ¢3 0-O 12. Qd2 e5 13. dxe5 Ndxe5 14. Nxe5 Nxe5 15. Be2 Ne4 16. Bxcd
dxc4 17. Nd4 a6 18. Rfel Bf6 19. Nf3 Be6 20. Bh6 RfdS 21. Qf4 Bf5 22. Ng5 Qd7 23. g4 Bd3
24. Qxf6 Qxgd+ 25. Kh1 Rd7 26. Qe6+ Qxeb 27. Rxe6 Bf5 (1-0)

WIM Fei-Parv Patel

1.d4 d5 2. Bf4 Nf6 3. e3 e6 4. Nd2 Bd6 5. Bg3 ¢5 6. ¢c3 O-O 7. Ngf3 Nc6 8. Bd3 b6 9. e4 Bc7
10. Bxc7 Qxc7 11. e5 Nd7 12. Bxh7+ Kxh7 13. Ng5+ Kh6 14. Qg4 Ndxe5 15. Qh4+ Kgb6 16.
0-0 Qd8 17. Qh7+ Kf6 18. dxe5+ Nxe5 19. Qh4 Kg6 20. t4 Nc6 21. Qg4 Kh6 22. Ndf3 g6 23.
Ne5 Nxe5 24. Qh4+ Kg7 25. fxe5 Rh8 26. Rxf7+ Kg8 27. Rh7 Qxg5 28. Rxh8+ Kg7 29. Qh7#
(1-0)
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Round 3
GM Petrosyan-LM Blankenau

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 e6 3. c4 Bb4+ 4. Bd2 a5 5. g3 b6 6. Bg2 Bb7 7. O-O O-0 8. Bf4 Be7 9. Nc3
Ned 10. Nb5 Na6 11. Qb3 ¢6 12. Nc3 Nxc3 13. bxc3 g5 14. Bd2 Rb8 15. Ne5 {6 16. Nd3 b5 17.
c5 a4 18. Qc2 d6 19. Be3 dxc5 20. dxc5 Rf7 21. ¢4 Qe8 22. cxb5 ¢cxb5 23. ¢c6 Rc8 24. Rabl
Nb8 25. Rxb5 Bag 26. ¢7 Bxg2 27. cxb8=Q Rxc2 28. Kxg2 Rxe2 29. Rcl Qxb8 30. Rxb8+ Kg7
31. Rc7 Bd6 32. Rxf7+ Kxf7 33. Rb2 (1-0)

NM Rohwer-GM Grigoryan

1.d4 Nf6 2. Nc3 d5 3. Bf4 a6 4. e3 ¢5 5. dxc5 Nc6 6. Nf3 Bg4 7. Be2 e6 8. a3 Bxc5 9. Ne5
Bxe2 10. Qxe2 Bd6 11. Nxc6 bxc6 12. Bxd6 Qxd6 13. e4 Qc5 14. O-0O-0 O-0O 15. e5 Nd7 16.
f4 Rab8 17. Ne4 Qb6 18. ¢3 Rfd8 19. Nd6 Nc5 20. b4 Na4 21. Rd3 ¢5 22. Qc2 Qc6 23. Rh3 gb
24. Rfl Rxd6 25. exd6 cxb4 26. cxb4 Qd7 27. Kbl Rc8 28. Qb3 Nb6 29. Rc3 RbS8 30. 5 exf5
31. Rd1 Qxd6 32. h3 Qh2 33. Qc2 a5 34. b5 a4 35. Ka2 Qe5 36. Rc5 Re8 37. Qd3 Qe7 38.
Rdcl h5 39. R1c2 Qd8 40. Re2 Re4 41. Rxe4 fxe4 42. Qd4 Qg5 43. Qxed Qg3 44. Qf3 Qe5 45.
Qc3 Qe2+46. Qb2 Qe8 47. Rc6 N4 48. Qf2 Qe7 49. Qf3 Qe5 50. Rxc4 dxc4 51. Qa8+ Kg7
52. Qxa4 Qe2+ 53. Kbl Qfl+ 54. Kb2 Qxg2+ 55. Qc2 Qxh3 56. b6 Qc8 57. Qc3+ Kg8 58. Qe5
Qd7 59. Kcl h4 60. Qb8+ Kg7 61. b7 c3 62. Qe5+ {6 63. b8=Q Qd2+ 64. Kbl c2+ 65. Kal
c1=Q+ (0-1)

NM McEntee-GM Plat

1.d4 d6 2. c4e53.d5Be7 4. e4 Bg5 5. Nc3 Bxcl 6. Qxcl Nd7 7. Bd3 Ne7 8. Qe3 O-0 9. O-
O-O Nc510. Bc2 5 11. 3 a5 12. Nge2 Bd7 13. h4 QeS8 14. h5 f4 15. Qf2 b5 16. cxb5 Bxb5 17.
g3 Bxe2 18. Qxe2 fxg3 19. Rdgl Qf7 20. Rfl Qf4+ 21. Kbl Rab8 22. Rh3 Rb4 23. Qg2 Rfb8
24. Nd1 Nxd5 25. Rxg3 Ne3 26. Rxg7+ Kh8 27. Nxe3 Rxb2+ 28. Kal Qxe3 29. Rxh7+ Kxh7
30. Qg6+ Kh8 31. Qf6+ Kg8 32. Bb3+ Nxb3+ 33. axb3 Ra2+ (0-1)

WIM Fei-SM Malpert

1.d4 5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Bf4 g6 4. €3 Bg7 5. h3 O-0 6. Be2 d6 7. O-O QeS8 8. ¢4 Ned 9. Nc3
Nxc3 10. bxc3 Nd7 11. Bh2 e5 12. ¢5 h6 13. ¢xd6 cxd6 14. Rbl g5 15. ¢4 f4 16. dxe5 dxe5 17.
exfd gxf4 18. Qd5+ Kh8 19. Rfel Nb6 20. Qa5 Bf5 21. Rbd1 Qa4 22. Qxa4 Nxa4 23. Nh4 Bh7
24. Bd3 Nb2 25. Bxh7 Nxd1 26. Ng6+ Kxh7 27. Nxf8+ Rxf8 28. Rxd1 Rc8 29. Rc1 Re5 30. f3
b5 31. Kfl bxc4 32. g3 fxg3 33. Bxg3 Kgb6 34. Bf2 Rc7 35. Ke2 Kf5 36. Be3 h5 37. Kd2 Bf6
38. Kc2 Rg7 39. Kc3 e4+ 40. Bd4 exf3 41. Bxf6 Kxf6 42. Kd2 Rg3 43. Ke3 ¢3 44. Kf2 Rxh3
45. Rxc3 Rh2+ 46. Kg3 Rxa2 47. Rxf3+ Kg5 48. Rb3 Ra5 49. Kh3 Kf5 50. Rb4 Ke5 51. Kh4
Kd6 52. Rc4 Rf5 53. Re8 a5 54. Ra8 Kc6 55. Ra7 Kb5 56. Ra8 a4 57. Rb8+ Kc4 58. Ra8 Kb4
59. Rb8+ Rb5 60. Rf8 Rc5 (0-1)
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Round 4:
GM Zhou-JJ Lang

1.d4 Nf6 2. c4 €6 3. Nc3 c54.d5 exd5 5. cxd5 d6 6. e4 g6 7. 14 Bg4 8. Qa4+ Nfd7 9. Be3 Bh6
10. h3 Qh4+ 11. Bf2 Qh5 12. Nge2 Bg7 13. Ng3 Qh6 14. hxg4 Qxf4 15. e5 Qxa4 16. Nxa4
Bxe5 17. Nc3 Nf6 18. Be2 O-O 19. g5 Ne8 20. Nge4 Nd7 21. Bb5 Nb6 22. O-0O-0 f5 23. gxt6
Nxf6 24. Nxfo+ Rxf6 25. Bh4 Bf4+ 26. Kc2 g5 27. Bel Be3 28. Bd3 h6 29. Ne4 Rf4 30. g3
Rf3 31. Bd2 Kg7 32. Be2 Rf7 (1-0)

Sky Moerlien-Joe Knapp

1.d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. Nc3 e6 5. cxd5 exd5 6. Bg5 Bb4 7. €3 h6 8. Bh4 g5 9. Bg3 Ne4
10. Qb3 c5 11. Bb5+ Kf8 12. Bd3 Be6 13. Qc2 Nxg3 14. hxg3 Nc6 15. a3 cxd4 16. Nxd4 Nxd4
17. exd4 Be7 18. Bf5 Qd7 19. Bxe6 Qxe6+ 20. Qe2 Bf6 21. O-0O-0 a6 22. Qf3 Rc8 23. Kbl
Rd8 24. Rhel Qd6 25. Nxd5 Kg7 26. Ne3 Qd7 27. Nf5+ Kg6 28. g4 h5 29. gxh5+ Rxh5 30. g4
Rhh8 31. Qd3 QbS5 32. Qc2 Qb6 33. Re3 Rh2 34. Rf3 Rd7 35. Nd6+ Kg7 36. Ne8+ Kh8 37.
Nxf6 Rc7 38. Qed Qc6 39. d5 Qb5 40. a4 (1-0)

WIM Root-Bruce Law

1.d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 €6 3. c4 d5 4. e3 ¢55. Nc3 Nc6 6. Bd3 a6 7. O-O dxc4 8. Bxc4 b5 9. Bb3 Be7
10. d5 exd5 11. Nxd5 O-0O 12. Nxe7+ Qxe7 13. a4 Bb7 14. axb5 axb5 15. Bd2 Rfd8 16. Rxa8
Bxa8 17. Ng5 c4 18. Bc2 h6 19. Nf3 Ne4 20. Bxe4 Qxed 21. Qbl Qe7 22. Qf5 Qb7 23. Rel
Ne7 24. Qg4 Rd6 25. e4 b4 26. Bf4 Re6 27. Ne5 ¢3 28. bxc3 bxc3 29. 13 ¢2 30. Qg3 Rb6 31.
Rcl Rb1 32. Nc4 Qa6 33. Nd6 Qxd6 34. Bxd6 Rxcl+ 35. Kf2 Rfl1+ 36. Kxfl ¢1=Q+ 37. Qel
Qxel+ 38. Kxel Nc8 39. Be5 16 40. Kd2 Kf7 41. Kc3 Bb7 42. Kc4 Ba6+ 43. KdS Ne7+ 44.
Kdo6 Bfl 45. Kd7 Ng6 (0-1)

Kirill Belashchenko-Nick Gordon

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 e6 3. g3 Nc6 4. Bg2 Qc7 5. 0-O N6 6. Qe2 d6 7. ¢3 Be7 8. d4 cxd4 9. cxd4 O-
0 10. Nc3 a6 11. Bd2 Bd7 12. Racl Qb8 13. ¢5 Nd5 14. exd6 Bxd6 15. Ne4 Bb4 16. Nc5 Be8
17. Bxb4 Nexb4 18. a4 b6 19. Nd3 Nxd3 20. Qxd3 Bxa4 21. Ng5 g6 22. Qed Ra7 23. Qhd Nf6
24. d5 Bd7 25. Re3 Kg7 26. Rf3 h6 27. Ned Nxed 28. Qxed exds 29. Qd4+ Kh7 30. Rel Be6
31. h4 h5 32. Rf6 Rd7 33. Bf3 Bgd 34. Bxg4 hxgd 35. hS Rd6 36. hxg6+ Ke8 37. gxf7+ Rxf7
38. Rxf7 Kxf7 39. Qfd+ Kg8 40. Re6 (1-0)

Jack Rankin-Michael Marmorstein

1.d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. cxd5 exd5 5. Bg5 ¢6 6. €3 Bf5 7. Bd3 Bxd3 8. Qxd3 Be7 9.
Nge2 0-O 10. O-O Nbd7 11. Rabl Re8 12. b4 Ne4 13. Bf4 Bd6 14. Nxe4 Bxf4 15. Nc5 Bb8
16. Nxd7 Qxd7 17. b5 Re6 18. bxc6 bxc6 19. Qf5 Bxh2+ 20. Kh1 Bc7 21. Kgl Qe7 22. g3 Rf6
23.Qd3 h5 24. Kg2 h4 25. Rh1 Rg6 26. Rb7 Rh6 27. Rxh4 Rxh4 28. gxh4 Qd8 29. Qf5 g6 30.
Qg5 Qc8 31. Rbl Qeb 32. Rel Re8 33. Ng3 Bxg3 34. Qxg3 Qed+ 35. Kgl Re6 36. Qb8+ Kg7
37. Qc7 Qxh4 38. Rxc6 Qg4+ 39. Kfl Qd1+ 40. Kg2 Re4 41. Rcl Rg4+ 42. Kh2 Qf3 43. Qe5+
Kh7 (0-1) 30



Round 5:
Guru Gurumoorthi-FM Schmidt

1.d4 N6 2. Bf4 c5 3. €3 Nd5 4. dxc5 Nxf4 5. exf4 €6 6. Nf3 Bxc5 7. ¢3 Qb6 8. Qc2 d5 9. Bd3
Bd7 10. O-O Bb5 11. Nbd2 Nc6 12. a4 Bxd3 13. Qxd3 Qc7 14. f5 O-0O-0 15. fxe6 fxe6 16.
Rfel Qe7 17. b4 Bd6 18. b5 Na5 19. Qe3 Kb8 20. Qxe6 Qc7 21. Qe3 Bf4 22. Qd3 g5 23. g3 g4
24. Nd4 Bxd2 25. Qxd2 Nc4 26. Qe2 Qd7 27. Ne6 Rdg8 28. Radl Rgb6 29. Qxc4 Rxe6 30.
Rxe6 Qxe6 31. Qxd5 Qxd5 32. Rxd5 Re8 33. Rd4 h5 34. ¢4 Re5 35. Kg2 Kc7 36. a5 a6 37.
bxa6 bxa6 38. Rd5 Rxc4 39. Rxh5 Rb4 40. h3 gxh3+ 41. Kxh3 Rb5 42. g4 Kc6 43. 4 Rb3+ 44.
Kh4 Rb5 45. Re5 Kd6 46. g5 Rxe5 47. txe5+ Kxe5 48. Kh5 (1-0)

NM Rohwer-Sidd Parthasarathy

1.d4 d5 2. Nc3 Nf6 3. Bf4 e6 4. Nb5 Na6 5. €3 ¢6 6. Nc3 Bd6 7. Nf3 Bxf4 8. exf4 O-O 9. g3
Qd6 10. a3 Nc7 11. Qd2 ¢5 12. dxc5 Qxc5 13. O-O-0O b6 14. Ne5 Bb7 15. Bg2 Rab8 16. {3
Rfd8 17. Rhel Rbc8 18. Bh3 b5 19. Nd3 Qb6 20. £5 exf5 21. Bxf5 Ra8 22. Ne5 a5 23. Ne2 b4
24. a4 b3 25. ¢c3 Na6 26. Nd4 Nc5 27. Bbl Nxa4 28. Nf5 Bc8 29. Nxg7 Kxg7 30. Qg5+ K{8 31.
Qho6+ Kg8 32. Nc6 Qxc6 33. Bxh7+ Kh8 34. Bd3+ Kg8 35. Re5 Nxc3 36. Rg5# (1-0)

IM Winslow-Varun Gurramkonda

1.d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Bg5 Nbd7 5. e3 c6 6. cxd5 exd5 7. Bd3 Be7 8. Qc2 O-O 9.
Nge2 Re8 10. O-O Nf8 11. Rael Ng6 12. Ng3 Qd6 13. 3 Bd7 14. a3 ¢5 15. Nf5 Bxf5 16. Bxf5
a6 17. dxc5 Qxc5 18. Qd2 d4 (0-1)

JJ Lang-Kirill Belashchenko

1. d4 Nf6 2. ¢4 ¢6 3. Nf3 d5 4. Nc3 Bb4 5. cxd5 exd5 6. Bg5 ¢6 7. €3 h6 8. Bhd g5 9. Bg3 Ned
10. Nd2 Nxc3 11. bxe3 Bxe3 12. Rel Qa5 13. Be5 6 14. Qh5+ Ke7 15. Rxc3 Qxc3 16. Qg6
Qcl+ 17. Ke2 Bed+ 18. £3 Nd7 19. Bxf6+ Nxf6 20. Qg7+ Keb6 21. fxgd Qc2 22. e4 Rag8 23.
exd5+ cxd5 24. Qxb7 Ne4 25. Qa6+ Kf7 26. Qxa7+ Kg6 27. Qa6+ Kh7 28. Qb7+ Rg7 29. Qb4
RbS 30. Qa5 Rb5 (0-1)

Travis Elisara-NM Perry

1. e4 d6 2. d4 ¢6 3. Nc3 Nd7 4. Bed €5 5. Be3 Ngf6 6. f3 b5 7. Bb3 a5 8. a4 b4 9. Nce2 Bab 10.
¢3 ¢5 11. Nh3 h6 12. 0-O ¢4 13. Bc2 b3 14. Bbl Be7 15. g4 Qc7 16. Ng3 Bf8 17. g5 hxg5 18.
Nxg5 g6 19. f4 Bg7 20. £5 Nf8 21. Qd2 0-0-0 22. h3 Qe7 23. Rd1 N8h7 24. fxg6 fxgb 25.
Kg2 Nxg5 26. Bxg5 Qd7 27. h4 Qg4 28. Qe2 Qxe2+ 29. Nxe2 Bb7 30. d5 Rdf8 31. Rfl Kc7
32. Ra3 Ng4 33. Ncl Rxfl 34, Kxfl Rf8$+ 35. Kel Bf6 36. Nxb3 cxb3 37. Rxb3 Bxg5 38. hxgs
Ba6 39. Be2 Rfl+ 40. Kd2 Rf2+ 41. Kc1 Ne3 42. Bbl Rf1+ 43. Kd2 Rxbl 44. Kxe3 B4 45.
Ra3 Rxb2 46. Ral Rg2 47. Rh1 Rxg5 48. Rh7+ Kd8 (0-1)
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OTHER SMALLER NEBRASKA CHESS EVENTS IN JUNE

For those unable to play in the big chess tournaments like the 50" U.S. Open Anniversary
Tournament or the Summer Open at the end of the month there were plenty of smaller chess
events including Action, Blitz and Unrated tournaments.

June 4"-Spence 3/2 Blitz Tournament drew 14 players and Nick Lacroix took first in this
double Swiss.

June 4"-Monthly G/10+2 Action tournament was held at SCC in Lincoln and it also drew 14
players. JJ Lang took 1% place.

June 8"-Hall of Famer Richard Perry won a G5+0 four-person round robin at the Millard
Library on Sunday June 8" with a perfect 3-0 score.

June 11%-Spence Club 2" Split Action G/20;d5 3 round Swiss system tournament was won by
Abhinav Suresh and Luke Hengen in the top section and Nikshith Alagankancharla in the
bottom section.

June 14™-Deshler Days was held in Deshler, Nebraska at the Reinke Library. The event drew a
nice crowd of 14 so the field was divided into 3 groups. The top 2 groups were both quads and
Bruce Draney won one quad with 3-0 and Max Juenaman won a playoff to win the other quad
with a 4-1 score counting his playoff wins. The 3™ group was a six-person round robin won by
Logan Hellbush with a perfect 5-0. The divisions were somewhat difficult to determine as
many of the players had ratings from the Maryville, Kansas Chess Club but I’'m not sure if these
ratings really corresponded to actual USCF ratings.

June 28"-29™ As part of the Summer Open, there was an RBO event held on Saturday only.
The winner of the RBO was Daryan Mora with a score of 5-0. The Open section was won by
Joe Knapp with a perfect 5-0 and the Blitz event on Sunday was won by Nick Lacroix with 5-0.
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Deshler Days Event 6/14/2025

Quad B
# | Name Rating |1 |2 |3 |Total
1 | Bruce Draney | 1806 | W2 | W4 | W3 | 3.0
2 | J.B. Wilson | 1400* |L1 | W3 |W4 2.0
3 | Noah Ellis 1250* | W4 | L2 |L1 | 1.0
4 | Tryton Chism | 800* |L3 |L1 |L2 |0.0
Quad A
# | Name Rating | 1 2 |3 Total
1 | Max Jueneman 1600* | L3 | W2 | W4 2.0
2 | Adam Hardy 1550* | W4 | L1 | W3 |2.0
3 | Isaiah Friederichs | 1500* | W1 | W4 | L2 | 2.0
4 | Hanna Perring 1300* | L2 |L3 |L1 |0.0
Quad A Playoff
# | Name Rnd 1 | Rnd2 | Additonal Points
1 | Max Juenaman | W2 W3 2.0
2 | Adam Hardy L1 W3 | 1.0
3 | Isaiah Friedrichs | L1 L2 0.0
Section 3
# | Name Rating | 1 2 |3 |4 |5 Total
1 | Logan Hellbush | 1200* | W3 | W2 | W6 | W5 | W4 | 5.0
2 | Zach Bitterman | 1121 | W4 | L1 | W3 | W6 | W5 |4.0
3 | Tyler Edwards | 1000* |L1 [L5 [L2 | W4 | W6 |2.0
4 | Corey Loseman | 900* | L2 W6 |WS5|L3 |L1 |2.0
5 | Isaac Loseman | 800* |L6 [W3|L4 |L1 [L2 |1.0
6 | Jack Roegner | 700* | W5 |L4 |[L1 |L2 [L3 |1.0

*The ratings listed are my approximations based on performance and play against me and Zach
Bitterman who were the only two participants with USCF ratings. Marysville Club ratings are
highly inflated which tends to happen in a closed pool with one or two good players. Both
Tony Dutiel, who plays every year (including this one) in a Marysville tournament, and I
compared our opinions on the accurate playing strength of the Marysville club members. Tony
just finished 6-0 against a field containing many of these players and Tony is rated 1800. Bob
put me in the 2" Quad because my rating 1806 was lower than the 4 players in the other quad
even though my rating is nearly identical to Tony’s rating at 1800. Open standings and a few of

the best games are pictured on the next page.
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Summer Open a Nebraska POY Event 6/28-29/2025, Omaha, Nebraska, Organized by
Seetharaman Renganathan, Directed by Bruce Draney

# | Name Rating | Rd1 | Rd2 | Rd3 | Rd4 | RdS | Tot.
1 | Knapp 1954 | W22 W9 |W7 |WI5|W3 |5.0
2 | L. Hengen 2035 |W19 | W8 W4 |L3 | W7 |40
3 | Ohly 1966 | W20 | W12 | W16 | W2 |L1 4.0
4 | Cusumano 1888 | W25 W17 |L2 |W9 |W8 4.0
5 | Lacroix 2079 |L10 | W21 | W6 |1/2 | WI12|3.5
6 | Gordon 1700 12 |[WI0|L5 |WI3|WI16|3.5
7 | Moerlien 2100 | W18 | W11 |L1 |Wl16|L2 |3.0
8 | Rakshith 1870 | W13 |L2 |WI0O| W19 |L4 3.0
Seetharaman
9 | Pasupuleti 1625 |W27|L1 |Bye [L4 |WI19|3.0
10 | Schiff 1500 |W5 |L6 |L8 |W20|WI18 3.0
11 |J. Slominski | 1804 |W26 L7 |1/2 |W22|WD |25
12 | Look 1607 |WF L3 |D22 |W14|L5 |25
13 | C. Hengen 1241 L8 | D24 | W25 |L6 |W23|25
14 | Rithvik 1207 |L16 | D20 [Bye |L12 | W22]|2.5
Seetharaman
15 | Parthasarathy | 1871 | W24 |L16 |W17|L1 |WD |2.0
16 | Hellman 1637 | W14 |WI15|L3 |L7 |L6 |2.0
17 | Rankin 1628 | W23 |L4 |L15 |W24 | WD 2.0
18 | Kantem 1550 |L7 |D25 |1/2 |W23|L10 2.0
19 | Miller 1432 | L2 |W26|W21|L8 |L9 |20
20 | Sandquist 1321 L3 |D14 |1/2 |L10 | W27(2.0
21 | Jacobs 1422 12 |L5 |L19 | W27 WD |1.5
22 | Shimkus 1317 |L1 |W27|D12 |LI1 |L14 |1.5
23 | Seetharaman | 672 L17 |12 |1/2 |L18 |L13 |1.5
24 | G. Slominski | 1396 |L15 |D13 (1/2 |L17 |WD | 1.0
25 | Savage 1272 | L4 |D18 |L13 | WD |WD |0.5
26 | Holtmeyer 1147 |L11 [L19 |1/2 |WD |WD |0.5
27 | Cooksley 614 L9 |L22 |1/2 |L21 |L20 |0.5
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A Few Games from the Summer Open on June 28-29 in Omaha.
Round 1:
Lacroix-Schiff

1d4 d5 2c4 ¢6 3 Nc3 Nf6 4 cxd5 cxd5 5Bf4 a6 6 e3 Bf5S 7Qb3 b5 8 Rcl ¢6 9 Nf3 Bd6
10 Ne5 Nh5 11 a4 Nxf4 12 exf4 f6 13 Nd3 0-0 14 axb5 Qb6 15 Qa4 axb5 16 Qxa8? Na6! 17
Nxd5 Qa4+ 18 b4 Bxb4+ 19 N3xb4 Rxa8 20 Ne7+ Kf7 Nec6 Qa3 21 Resigns (0-1)

Round 2:

Hellman-Parthasarathy

1d4d5 2Bf4Nf6 3e3 e6 4 Nf3 Bd6 5 Ne5 0-0 6 Nd2 Nbd7 7 Bd3 Qe7 80-0h6 9 c3 c6
10 Rel Rd8 11 Qf3 Bxe5 12 dxe5 Nh7 13 e4 Nc5 14 exd5 cxd5 15 Be2 Bd7 16 Qg3 Kh8
17 Radl Bc6 18 Nb3 Nxb3 19 Bxb3 Ng5 20 Qd3 Ne4 21 Bc2 Qc5 22 Be3 Qb5 23 Qxb5
Bxb5 24 £3 Ng5 25 Rd4 Nh7 26 Redl Rac8 27 Bd3 Bxd3 28 R1xd3 a6 29 c4 f6 30 f4 Rc5
31 b4 Re8 32 cxd5 fxe5 33 fxe5 exdS 34 RxdS Rf8 35 Re5 Rxe5 36 bxc5 Re8 37 e6 Ng5

38 ¢7 Kg8 39 Rd7 Ne6 40 Rxb7 Kf7 41 Ra7 Nxc5 42 Bxc5 Rxe7 43 Rxa6 Rc7 44 c6 Keb
45 Kf2 Kd6 46 Ke3 Rxc6 47 Rxc6 Kxc6 48 Ked4 Kb5 49 Kf5 Kad 50 Kgb Kg3 51 Kxg7
Kxa2 52 Kxh6 Kb3 53 g4 Kc4 54 g5 Kd5 55 g6 Ke6 56 Kh7 Ke7 57 g7 Kf6 58 g8=(Q) Ke7
59 Qg6 Kd8 60 Qf7 Kc8 61 Kgb Kb8 62 Kf6 Ka8 63 Ke6 Kb8 64 Kd6 Kc8 (1-0)

Round 3:

Knapp-Moerlien

1 ed4e5S 2Nf3Nco6 3Bcd BeS 4c3Nf6 5d3d6 6 h3 a6 7b4 Ba7 80-0 h6 9 a4 Be6 10
Na3 0-0 11 Qb3 Qd7 12 Bxe6 fxe6 13 Nc4 Kh8 14 b5 15 axb5 axb5 Ne7 16 b6 Bxb6

17 Nxb6 cxb6 18 Rxa8 Rxa8 19 Qxb6 Ng6 20 Rel Rc8 21 c4 NhS 22 Ba3 Rc6 23 QbS Nhf4
24 d4 Qf7 25 Re3 Qc7 26 dxe5 dxe5 27 Bel Qd7 28 Kh2 Qf7 29 Bb2 Qc7 30 Ra3 Kh7 31
Ra7 Rxc5 32 Qxb7 Qxb7 33 Rxb7 Nh5 34 g3 Nf6 35 h4 Ng4+ 36 Kgl Nf8 37 Ba3 Rc8 38
h5 Kg8 39 Bd6 Nh7 40 Nxe5 Nhf6o 41 Nxg4 Nxg4 42 f3 Rcl+ 43 Kg2 Rc2+ 44 Kh3 Nf2+
45 Kh4 Rc3? 46 Rxg7+! Kh8 47 Be5 Rc8* 48 Rc7+ Kg8 49 Rxcx8+ Kf7 50 Re3  (1-0)
*Slightly better is 47...Rc5 but after 48 Bf6 white loses a piece instead of a rook after 48...Nd3
and 49 Rd7+ winning the knight.
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Round 4:
L. Hengen-Ohly

1 cde5 2Nc3 Nf6 3 Nf3 Nc6 4e3 Bb4d 5Qc2 Bxe3 6 Qxc3 Qe7 7a3d5 8 d4 exd4 9 Nxd4
Nxd4 10 Qxd4 0-0 11 cxd5 Rd8 12 Be2 Nxd5 13 0-0 ¢S5 14 Qa4 Bd7 15 Qc2 Bc6 16 ¢4
Nc7 17 £3 Ne6 18 Qc3 Nd4 19 Bd3 b5 20 b3 Rac8 21 Be3 b4 22 axb4 cxb4 23 Qb2 Nxf3+
24 Rxf3 Rxd3 25 Bh6 Rc3! 26 Be3 Bxe4 27 Rg3 Bg6 28 Qf2 a5 29 h3 Qe5 30 Rel Qd5

31 Rg5 Qxb3 32 Rxa5 Rc2 33 Qf4 Qc3 34 Rdl h6 35 Bd4 Qc6 36 Qg4 b3 37 Rb1? Qxg2+!
38 Qxg2 Rxg2+ 39 Kxg2 Bxbl 40 Rb5 Bc2 41 h4 Rc7 42 h5? Rb7! 43 Rxb7 Bed+ 44 Kg3
Bxb7 45 Kf4 Ba6 46 Ke3 t6 47 Kd2 Bc4 48 Resigns (0-1)

Round 5:
Ohly-Knapp

1d4d5 2c4c6 3Nf3Nf64 g3 dxc4 5Bg2 Nbd7 6 0-0b5 7a4 Bb7 8 Nc3 b4 9 Nbl a5 10
Qc2 Nb6 11 Ne5 b3 12 Qdl Nfd5 13 e4 Nb4 14 Qf3 f6 15 QhS5+ g6 16 Nxg6 hxgé 17 Qxh8
Nc2 18 Bh6 Kd7 19 Nc3 Nxal 20 Rxal Bxh6 21 Qxh6 g5 22 Rd1 Kc7 23 h4 Qh8 24 Qxh§
Rxh8 25 hxg5 fxg5 26 f3 Nd7 27 {4 gxf4 28 gxf4 Nf6 29 Kf2 Ng4+ 30 Kf3 Rg8 31 Bh3
Ne3 32 Rd2 Nc¢2 33 Be6 Rd8 34 d5 Be8 35 d6+ exd6 36 Bxc4 Bgd+ 37 Kg3 Ne3 38 Bxb3
Nfl+ 39 Kxg4 Nxd2 40 Bc2 Nc4 41 Nd1 Rg8+ 42 Kf3 Rb8 43 f5 Nb2 44 Ne3 Rb4 45 6
Kd7 46 Kf4 Nxa4 47 Nf5 Nc5 48 Kg5 a4 49 f7 Ne6+ 50 Kf6 a3 51 Bb3 Rxb3 52 Nd4 Nxd4
53 Resigns (0-1) (If f8=(Q) then Rf3+)
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FIRST USCF NATIONAL EVENT IN DECADES TO BE HELD IN COUNCIL BLUFFS
ON SEPTEMBER 27-28™,

Thanks to Seetharaman Renganathan of Chess Rockerz, the first National Championship in 50
years will be held in the Midwest region at the Holiday Inn Ameristar Hotel in Council Bluffs
on September 27" and 28™.

The U.S. G/30 and G/60 Championships were awarded to Nebraska, after Seetharaman bid on
the event and his bid was accepted. The G/30 event is 5 rounds and i1s Saturday only. It offers a
prize fund of $1,000.00 and there is also an RBO event and a side blitz event on Saturday. The
G/60 event will be on Sunday only and is 4 rounds. Full details about sections, prizes, entry
fees, round times and registration times can be found on kingregistration.com. Be sure and look
under Iowa tournaments as the event is actually in an adjoining state.

Seetharaman is hoping to draw players from all over the Midwest, in particular [owa, Kansas,
Missouri, and Nebraska. This event has replaced what was originally intended to be called the
Fall Open, but that name was changed after the bid was awarded to Seetharaman.

We hope that Nebraskans and players from all over the Midwest will support these two national
events so that in the future the USCF might award other even more prestigious tournaments.

For more information about this and other upcoming Nebraska chess events you can check with
either the NSCA website at nebraskachess.com or kingregistration.com. In addition, many
Nebraska major events appear in the Chess Life TLA sections at least a month in advance of
any event.

This has proven to be a very successful and fantastic year for Nebraska chess and this event is
just another feather in our cap for drawing attention to all of the amazing things going on here
in our state, many of which have been documented in this issue of the Gambit.
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FINAL THOUGHTS BY GAMBIT EDITOR BRUCE DRANEY

This completes my 14" issue of the Gambit and I hope that readers enjoy the varied chess
related stories, games, and cross tables that I try to include in every issue. This issue was
special to me in that I was inducted into the Nebraska Chess Hall of Fame on Friday May 30%,
along with 8 other deserving chess colleagues many of whom are over age 65 and were deeply
honored just like I was.

Chess is definitely headed in the right direction as we have some very promising young
people who are making a name for themselves. As I write this, I’ve been informed that young
Guru Gurumoorthi has gained an Expert rating after posting a 2400 performance rating in his
last two tournaments. He just scored 4-1 in the top section of the Chicago Summer Open and
finished tied for 4" place. At only age 11, he is almost 2100 now at 2083 and could reach
Master in the next year if he maintains this level of play.

This summer offers a number of major chess tournaments including the Summer Open on
June 281-29™" which will be reported on in the third quarter Gambit in greater detail, the
Cornhusker State Games which will be celebrating its 40™ year of existence on July 19®-20™,
the 2™ Wilkins Cup on Saturday August 2™, and the first ever Crane City Classic in Kearney on
August 16"-17" and will be the first POY event held outside of Omaha or Lincoln in more than
a decade. I’d like to thank the following people who have made my job as editor much easier
especially in this issue.

Chess Life Online Editor JJ Lang published an amazing article about the Hall of Fame U.S.
Open 50™ Anniversary tournament which gave our small state a huge amount of national
publicity.

Chess Life and Chess Life for Kids Editor John Hartmann arranged an amazing Master Class

on June 14" for 7 of our promising young chess players that featured IM Shlyakhtenko.

Max Vitek contributed an article about the UNL chess team’s participation in the Big 10
Championships in Indiana.

Gabe Hoffman not only won the Hall of Fame college scholarship, he provided his first article
about his experiences in helping direct the 8" Super Nationals in Orlando, Florida in May.

Professional photographer Michael Reinmuller for the 2" year in a row took amazing photos
of our induction banquet and tournament on May 30" and June 1.

Kyle Finley for the 2" year in a row put our banquet program on YouTube and also covered
the games throughout the event and this only a week after getting married.

Tony Dutiel, Gabe Hoffman, Michael Gooch, Nicolas Sices, Gurumoorthi
Gurulakshmanan and his wife Krithriga Iyer all helped direct the U.S. Open 50™
Anniversary tournament and kept everything running smoothly.

And of course, SM Rod Malpert and HoF member Gary Colvin who helped plan this
amazing event. 38



